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CHRONOLOGICAL  TABLE  OF  THE  EPISTLES. 


TITLE. 

DATE. 

WHERE  WRITTEN. 

BY  WHOM, 

i st  Thessalonians. 

A.  D.  52 . 

Corinth . 

Paul. 

2d  Thessalonians.. 

“  c  2 . 

Corinth . 

££ 

1st  Corinthians... 

“  5  7  Spring . 

Ephesus . . 

6i 

2d  Corinthians.... 

“  57  Autumn... 

Philippi  . 

£6 

Galatians . 

“  57  Winter . 

Corinth . 

££ 

Romans . 

“  c8  Spring . 

Corinth . 

£6 

Philemon . 

“  62  J  . 

Rome . 

££ 

Colossians . 

“  62  Soring... 

Pome . 

££ 

Fiphesians . 

“  62  J  . 

Pome . 

££ 

Philippians . 

“  62  Autumn... 

Rome . . . 

££ 

James . 

“  62 . 

Jerusalem . 

James,  the  Just. 

1st  Peter . 

“  63  (—67) . 

Babylon . . . 

Peter.  • 

Hebrews . 

“  64  (—70) . 

Unknown . . 

Unknown. 

2d  Peter . 

“  64  or  65  . 

Unknown...  . 

Peter. 

1st  Timothy . 

“  67  Summer... 

Macedonia . 

Paul. 

Titus . 

“  67  Autumn... 

Ephesus . 

££ 

2d  Timothy . 

“  68  Spring . 

Rome . 

££ 

1st  Tohn . 

Uncertain  (70-96).. 

Uncertain  (Ephesus). 

John. 

2d  John . 

Unknown . 

Unknown . 

£6 

■2cl  Tohn . 

£  £ 

£  £ 

££ 

Jude. . . . 

£  £ 

£  £ 

Jude. 

Revelation . . 

A.  D.  0?  or  96 . 

Patmos . 

John. 

/ 


ORDER  OF  SERVICE. 


Supt. — The  Lord  is  in  His  Holy  Temple;  let 
all  the  earth  keep  silence  before  Him. 

O  Lord,  open  Thou  my  lips,  and  my  mouth 
shall  show  forth  Thy  praise. 

The  school  will  sing  or  say  the 
Gloria  Patri. 

Glory  be  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son,  and  to 
the  Holy  Ghost ; 

As  it  was  in  the  beginning,  is  now,  and  ever  shall 
be,  world  without  end.  Amen. 

Confession  of  Sin. 

Supt. — The  Holy  Scriptures  declare,  that  if 
we  say  we  have  no  sin,  we  deceive  ourselves, 
and  the  truth  is  not  in  us ;  but  that  if  we  confess 
our  sins,  God  is  faithful  and  just  to  forgive  us 
our  sins,  and  to  cleanse  us  from  all  unrighteous¬ 
ness.  Let  us,  therefore,  confess  our  sins  unto 
our  Heavenly  Father,  with  sincere,  humble  and 
obedient  hearts,  that  we  may  obtain  forgiveness 
of  the  same,  by  His  infinite  goodness  and  mercy. 

School  and  Supt. — Almighty  and  most  mer¬ 
ciful  Father,  unto  whom  all  hearts  are  open, 
and  all  desires  are  known,  all  whose  command¬ 
ments  are  just,  necessary,  and  good ;  we  confess 
unto  Thee  that  we  have  erred  and  strayed  from 
Thy  ways  like  lost  sheep.  We  have  followed 
too  much  the  devices  and  desires  of  our  own 
hearts.  We  have  offended  against  Thy  holy 
laws.  We  have  left  undone  those  things  which 
we  ought  to  have  done ;  and  we  have  done 
those  things  which  we  ought  not  to  have  done. 
But  enter  not,  we  beseech  Thee,  into  judgment 
with  us  ;  for  in  Thy  sight  shall  no  man  living 
be  justified.  As  Thou  desirest  not  the  death  of 
a  sinner,  but  rather  that  he  may  turn  from  his 
wickedness  and  live — have  mercy,  O  Lord, 
upon  us,  miserable  offenders.  Spare  Thou 
those,  O  God,  who  confess  their  faults.  Restore 
Thou  those  who  are  truly  penitent,  according 
to  Thy  gracious  promises  declared  unto  man¬ 
kind  in  Christ  Jesus,  our  Lord.  And  grant,  O 
most  merciful  Father,  that  we  may  hereafter 


live  a  godly,  righteous  and  sober  life,  to  the 
glory  of  Thy  holy  name,  through  Thy  blessed 
Son,  our  Mediator  and  Redeemer. 

The  school  will  sing  or  say  : 

O  God,  the  Father  in  Heaven,  have  mercy 
upon  us  ! 

O  God,  the  Son,  Redeemer  of  the  world,  have 
mercy  upon  us ! 

O  God,  the  Holy  Ghost,  have  mercy  upon  us, 
and  grant  us  Thy  peace  !  Amen. 

The  school  will  say 
The  Apostles’  Creed. 

I  believe  in  God  the  Father  Almighty, 
Maker  of  heaven  and  earth. 

And  in  Jesus  Christ  His  only  Son,  our  Lord, 
who  was  conceived  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  born 
of  the  Virgin  Mary,  suffered  under  Pontius 
Pilate,  was  crucified,  dead,  and  buried  ;  He  de¬ 
scended  into  the  place  of  departed  spirits ;  the 
third  day  He  rose  from  the  dead  ;  He  ascended 
into  heaven,  and  sitteth  on  the  right  hand  of 
God  the  Father  Almighty;  from  thence  He 
shall  come  to  judge  the  quick  and  the  dead. 

I  believe  in  the  Holy  Ghost ;  the  holy  Chris¬ 
tian  Church,  the  communion  of  saints ;  the 
forgiveness  of  sins ;  the  resurrection  of  the 
body  ;  and  the  life  everlasting.  Amen. 

Hymn. 

Reading  of  Scriptures  selected  by  the  Supt. 

Hymn. 

Prayer. 

Hymn. 

Reading  of  the  Lesson. 

Study  of  the  Lesson. 

Hymn  (selection  from  Book  of  Worship). 

Review  of  the  Lesson. 

Announcements,  Reports,  etc. 

Hymn. 

Prayer  (ending  with  the  Lord’s  Prayer). 

Distribution  of  Library  books. 

Dismission. 
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THE  AUGSBURG  LESSON  BOOK. 


3d  Quarter. 
WESSON  XXVII. 


INTERNATIONAL  BIBLE  LESSONS. 


July  6,  1819. 

Rom.  v.  i-io. 


PEACE  W 

1.  Therefore,  being  justified  by  faith,  we  have  peace 
with  God,  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ : 

2.  By  whom  also  we  have  access  by  faith  into  this 
grace  wherein  we  stand,  and  rejoice  in  hope  of  the  glory 
of  God. 

3.  And  not  only  so,  but  we  glory  in  tribulations  also  : 
knowing  that  tribulation  worketh  patience  ; 

4.  And  patience,  experience;  and  experience,  hope  : 

5.  And  hope  maketh  not  ashamed;  because  the  love  of 
God  is  shed  abroad  in  our  hearts  by  the  Holy  Ghost, 
which  is  given  unto  us. 

6.  For  when  we  were  yet  without  strength,  in 
due  time  Christ  died  for  the  ungodly. 


ITH  GOD. 

•7.  For  scarcely  for  a  righteous  man  will  one  die  : 
yet  peradventure  for  a  good  man  some  would  even 
dare  to  die. 

8.  But  God  commendeth  his  love  toward  us,  in 
that,  while  we  were  yet  sinners,  Christ  died  for 
us. 

9.  Much  more  then,  being  now  justified  by  his 
blood,  we  shall  be  saved  from  wrath  through  him. 

10.  For  if,  when  we  were  enemies,  we  were 
reconciled  to  God  by  the  death  of  his  Son;  much 
more,  being  reconciled,  we  shall  be  saved  by  his 
life. 


QUESTIONS  ON  THE  LESSON. 


1.  Meaning  of  “justified?"  Grounds  of  justification? 

Means  of  justification  ?  What  is  “  faith  ?"  Result 
of  justification  ?  Who  are  meant  by  “  we  ?’’ 

2.  Is  this  peace  a  present  possession  or  something  to 

come  ? 

3.  What  is  meant  by  “  this  grace  wherein  we  stand?" 

What  hope  accompanies  this  grace?  When  to  be 
revealed  ?  What  does  this  hope  produce  ? 

4.  What  strange  thing  is  said  of  the  justified  in  verse  3? 

What  are  “  tribulations  ?"  Why  rejoice  in  them  ? 
What  is  “  patience?" 

5.  What  is  said  even  of  Jesus  in  Heb.  v.  8  ?  Compare 

Heb.  ii.  10. 

6.  What  comes  of  “  patience?"  What  is  “  experience?" 

What  comes  of  “  experience  ?"  What  is  “  hope  ?" 

7.  Meaning  of  “hope  maketh  not  ashamed?"  What 

testimony  and  assurance  have  we  that  these  things 
shall  thus  work  ? 


8.  What  did  Jesus  say  of  the  Holy  Spirit's  relation  to 

believers?  John  xiv.  17. 

9.  How  may  we  know  that  the  Holy  Spirit  dwells  in  us  ? 

10.  In  what  condition  does  the  Apostle  represent  men 

apart  from  Christ's  death  ?  What  was  the  “  due 
time"  in  which  Christ  died?  Compare  Gal.  iv.  4. 
For  whom  did  he  die? 

n.  What  did  Jesus  himself  say  to  the  caviling  Jews? 
Mark  ii.  17. 

12.  What  is  the  meaning  of  verse  7? 

13.  What  commendation  of  God’s  love  above  human  love 

is  here  set  forth  ? 

14  What  is  the  argument  here  given  fora  peaceful  hope? 
15.  What  difference  in  our  relation  to  God  is  adduced  in 
verse  10?  How  was  the  change  produced?  With 
what  assured  consequence  ? 


Collateral  Questions. — Who  wrote  this  epistle — to  whom — when — what  other  epistles  of  his  have  we — their 
chronological  order — Rome's  relation  to  the  world — general  arrangement  of  this  epistle — the  argument  preceding 
this  chapter — what  fundamental  doctrine  contained  in  this  lesson — set  forth  in  what  article  of  the  Augsburg  Con¬ 
fession — this  doctrine  how  related  to  the  teachings  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church — Luther's  experience  con¬ 
cerning  it,  on  “Pilate’s  staircase  " — relation  of  justification  to  sanctification? 


„  CENTRAL  TEXT.— Verses  6-10. 
Commit  to  memory. 


LESSON  T AUGHT. — Where  and 

how  the  soul  can  find  rest. 


GOLDEN  TEXT —'‘Therefore, 
being  justified  by  laith,  we  have 
peace  with  God  through  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ."  Verse  1. 


SCRIPTURE  READINGS. 

M  Romans  i. 

T.  “  ii- 

W.  “  m. 

TH.  “  iv. 

F-  “  ..  v- 

SAT.  Hab.  ii.  1-4;  Is.  xlv.  20-25 
S.  James  ii.  14-26. 


BRIEF  NOTES.  —  “  There¬ 
fore"  shows  this  to  be  a  conclusion 
from  preceding  argument.  “Jus¬ 
tified  "  means  counted  just,  re¬ 
garded  so  in  the  eyes  of  the  law. 
“We  have  " — notice  that  this  is 
a  present  possession.  “Through 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ” — this 
gives  the  ground,  and  “by  faith” 
the  means  of  justification.  “Ac¬ 
cess  ”  —  approach,  admittance. 

_ I  “  This  grace,"  this  gracious 

state,  this  favor  of  God. 
Paul  speaks  for  all  believers.  The  words  “  re- 
Tribulations,”  troubles  of  life, 


“  Wherein  we  stand,”  wherein  we  are  and  abide 
joice  ”  (verse  2)  and  “  glory  ”  (verse  3)  are  the  same  in  the  Greek, 
of  no  good  in  themselves,  but  only  as  they  “work,”  produce,  “patience,”  that  is,  endurance,  hoping 
on.  “Experience"  is  rather  proof,  test :  and  thence  comes  “hope,”  a  cherished  expectation  of  some¬ 
thing  good  to  come.  The  Christian’s  hope  “  maketh  not  ashamed”  because  it  is  well  grounded, 
wrought  in  the  soul  “by  the  Holy  Ghost,"  who  diffuses  there  “the  love  of  God”  by  showing  us  the 
things  of  Christ.  The  Holy  Ghost  dwells  in  believers,  a  pledge  of  their  redemption  and  final  attain¬ 
ment  of  heaven.  “  Without  strength" — no  help  or  hope  in  man  himself.  “  In  due  time” — promised 
from  the  foundation  of  the  world,  but  manifested  in  the  fullness  of  the  time,  when  all  things  had 
been  prepared.  “A  righteous  man"  is  a  just,  upright  man  ;  “a  good  man"  is  a  kind,  benevolent  man. 
“Scarcely" — hardly.  “Peradventure" — perhaps.  “Commendeth" — recommends.  “By  his  blood” 
— by  the  sacrifice  of  himself  his  death.  “From  wrath,"  to  come.  “  Enemies”  before,  now  “  recon¬ 
ciled,"  made  and  called  friends.  “By  his  life" — he  ever  liveth,  to  make  intercession  for  us.  Justifica¬ 
tion  is  an  act,  a  judgment,  by  the  proper  authority,  pronouncing  a  person  just.  Justification  by 
faith,  without  the  deeds  of  the  law,  was  the  leading  doctrine  of  the  Reformation,  and  is  the  central 
one  of  the  system  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church.  The  Reformers  called  this  doctrine  the  test 
of  a  falling  or  a  standing  church.  When  Luther  was  trying  to  merit  something  by  climbing  “Pilate’s 
staircase"  at  Rome,  he  seemed  to  hear  a  voice  crying  to  him,  “  The  just  shall  live  by  faith,”  and  he 
got  off  his  knees  and  walked  down,  and  went  away  with  new  light  in  his  heart.  For  the  chronology 
of  this  ep:stle  see  Table.  Rome  was  at  this  time  mistress  of  the  world.  The  first  eleven  chapters 
of  this  epistle  concern  doctrines,  the  last  five,  duties.  Justification,  which  is  a  judicial  act  of  God 
in  the  sinner’s  behalf,  must  not  be  confounded  with  sanctification,  which  is  a  work  of  God’s  grace 
in  the  sinner’s  heart  and  life. 


THE  AUGSBURG  LESSON  BOOK. 


3d  Quarter. 
Lesson  XXVIII. 


INTERNATIONAL  BIBLE  LESSONS. 


July  13,  IST9. 

Rom.  viii.  28-39. 


THE  SECURITY 


28.  And  we  know  that  all  things  work  together 
for  good  to  them  that  love  God,  to  them  who  are 
the  called  according  to  his  purpose. 

29.  For  whom  he  did  foreknow,  he  also  did  predesti¬ 
nate  to  be  conformed  to  the  image  of  his  Son,  that  he 
might  be  the  first-born  among  many  brethren. 

30.  Moreover,  whom  he  did  predestinate,  them  he  also 
called  ;  and  whom  he  called,  them  he  also  justified ;  and 
whom  he  justified,  them  he  also  glorified. 

31.  What  shall  we  then  say  to  these  things  ? 
If  God  be  for  us,  who  can  be  against  us  ? 

32.  He  that  spared  not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered  him 
up  for  us  all,  how  shall  he  not  with  him  also  freely  give 
us  all  things  ? 

33.  Who  shall  lay  anything  to  the  charge  of  God’s 
elect?  It  is  God  that  justifieth. 


OF  BELIEVERS. 


34.  Who  is  he  that  condemneth?  It  is  Christ  that 
died,  yea  rather,  that  is  risen  again,  who  is  even  at  the 
right  hand  of  God,  who  also  maketh  intercession  for  us. 

35.  Who  shall  separate  us  from  the  love  of  Christ? 
Shall  tribulation,  or  distress,  or  persecution,  or  famine 
or  nakedness,  or  peril,  or  sword  ? 

36.  (As  it  is  written,  For  thy  sake  we  are  killed  all  the 
day  long ;  we  are  accounted  as  sheep  for  the  slaughter.) 

37.  Nay,  in  all  these  things  we  are  more  than 
conquerors,  through  him  that  loved  us. 

38.  For  I  am  persuaded,  that  neither  death,  nor  life, 
nor  angels,  nor  principalities,  nor  powers,  nor  things 
present,  nor  things  to  come, 

39.  Nor  height,  nor  depth,  nor  any  other  creature, 
shall  be  able  to  separate  us  from  the  love  of  God,  which 
is  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord. 


QUESTIONS  ON  THE  LESSON. 


GOD'S  GRACIOUS  WAYS. 

j  .  With  what  assurance  does  our  lesson  open  ?  Meaning 
of  “  work  together?”  In  what  two  ways  are  they 
described  for  whom  all  things  work  together  for 
good?  Is  either  of  these  characteristics  found 
without  the  other  ?  Explain. 

2.  What  five  things  are  said  of  God’s  relation  to  the  be¬ 

liever?  Note  the  order  of  them?  Meaning  of 
each  of  th^m  ? 

3.  To  what  did  God  predestinate  those  spoken  of? 

What  is  it  to  be  “  conformed  to  the  image  of  his 
Son?” 

4.  What  was  God’s  purpose  in  this  ?  How  did  Christ 

execute  this  purpose?  John  i.  12. 

5.  What  triumphant  conclusion  does  the  Apostle  draw 

from  the  considerations  given. 

6.  What  is  the  argument  for  God’s  unstinted  gifts  to  be¬ 

lievers  ? 

7.  What  is  the  Christian’s  inventory  as  given  in  1  Cor. 

iii.  21-23  • 


ALL  ADVERSARIES  CHALLENGED. 

8.  Who  are  meant  by  “  God’s  elect?”  What  reason  is 

given  why  no  one  can  successfully  bring  any  charge 
against  them  ? 

9.  Why  cannot  a  Christian  be  condemned  ?  What  four 
j  things  of  Christ’s  relation  to  them  are  given  as 

making  for  their  safety  ?  How  are  these  things  ex¬ 
pressed  in  the  Creed? 

to.  What  adverse  suggestion  is  macle  in  verse  35  ? 

11.  How  is  history  appealed  to,  and  why? 

12.  How  is  this  suggestion  met?  Whose  is  the  benefit? 

Whose  is  the  gracious  power? 

SHOUT  OF  TRIUMPH. 

13.  What  firm  conviction  does  tfie  Apostle  express  ? 

What  are  meant  by  the  various  terms  used  ? 

14.  What,  then,  can  separate  us  from  God’s  love? 

15.  What  is  the  “  Lesson  Taught?  When  are  they 

secure  ? 


COLLATERAL  Questions. — What  is  the  Bible  doctrine  of  predestination — how  are  we  to  be  affected  by  it — 
what  is  the  Bible  doctrine  of  assurance  of  salvation — the  relation  of  the  lesson  to  the  context? 


CENTRAL  TEXT.— Verses  28, 
31  and  37.  Commit  to  memory. 


LESSON.  TAUGHT.— The  se¬ 
curity  of  believers  in  Jesus. 


_  GOLDEN  TEXT.— “  If  God  be 

for  us,  who  can  be  against  us?” 
Verse  31. 


SCRIPTURE  READINGS. 

M. 

Romans  vi.  and  vii. 

T. 

“  viii. 

w. 

“  ix. 

TH. 

“  x.  and  xi. 

F. 

“  xii.  and  xiii. 

SAT. 

“  xiv.  and  xv.  1-13. 

S. 

“  xv.  13-33  an(I  xv’- ! 

BRIEF  NOTES. —  “We 
know” — the  inspired  Apostle  of¬ 
ten  speaks  thus  positively 
where  man’s  ordinary  means 
and  methods  of  knowledge  tell 
him  nothing.  Christians  know, 
where  mere  philosophers  cannot 
even  surmise.  “  All  things” — 
whether  apparently  good  or 
ill.  “Work  together”  — mark 
well  that  word  together.  “Them 
that  love  God”  are  “the  called 
according  to  his  purpose,”  and 


the  former  characteristic  assures  us  of  the  latter  and  must  necessarily  accompany  it.  God’s  “pur¬ 
pose”  is  one  of  salvation.  _  “  Foreknow” — how  God  can  foreknow  is  more  than  we  can  tell  or  need 
to  know.  Such  knowledge  is  too  wonderful  for  us  !  “  Predestinate” — appoint  or  determine  beforehand, 

“  To  be  oonformed  to,”  made  like,  “  the  image  of  his  Son,”  to  become  Christ-like.  The  purpose  was 
“that  he,”  Christ,  “  might  be  the  first-born  among  many  brethren,”  that  there  might  be  many  sons 
ofGod^  “Called’’ — by  the  gospel  ;  and  it  is  implied  that  they  obeyed  the  call.  “Justified” — counted 
just.  “  Glorified” — see  John  xvii.  22.  This  is  to  have  its  full  manifestation  and  completion  here¬ 
after  ;  but  it  is  already  begun  by  union  with  Christ  and  the  indwelling  of  the  Spirit.  The  argument 
of  verse  32  is  from  the  greater  to  the  less.  Having  given  his  Son,  what  will  he  withhold  ?  “  Elect” 
simply  means  chosen  ones.  “  Intercession”  is  prayer  for  others.  “  The  love  of  Christ” — chiefly, 
Christ’s  1  ove  to  us.  Verse  36  is  taken  from  Psalm  44,  recounting  the  persecutions  of  God’s  people  in 
former  times  and  applied  to  them  in  later  days,  since  there  is  always  enmity  between  an  ungodly 
world  and  them.  “  More^than  conquerors” — a  vivid,  exulting  expression  ;  not  made  in  self-trust  or 
conceit,  for  it  is  added,  “  Through  him  that  loved  us,”  giving  God  the  glory.  The  various  terms 
used  in  verses  38  and  39  embrace  all  created  things.  Nothing  but  our  own  willful  sinning,  and  turning 
from  the  truth,  can  separate  believers  from  God’s  love  and  salvation  in  Christ. 
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THE  AUGSBURG  LESSON  BOOK. 


3d  Quarter. 
Lesson  XXIX. 


INTERNATIONAL  BIBLE  LESSONS. 

i  Cor.  xiii.  1-13. 


CHRISTIAN  LOVE. 


1.  Though  I  speak  with  the  tongues  of  men  and  of 
angels,  and  have  not  charity,  I  am  become  as  sounding 
brass,  or  a  tinkling  cymbal. 

2.  And  though  I  have  the  gift  of  prophecy,  and  under¬ 
stand  all  mysteries,  and  all  knowledge;  and  though  I 
have  all  faith,  so  that  I  could  remove  mountains,  and  have 
not  charity,  I  am  nothing. 

3.  And  though  I  bestow  all  my  goods  to  feed  the  poor , 
and  though  I  give  my  body  to  be  burned,  and  have  not 
charity,  it  profiteth  me  nothing. 

4.  Charity  suffereth  long,  and  is  kind  ;  charity 
envieth  not  ;  charity  vaunteth  not  itself,  is  not 
puffed  up, 

5.  Doth  not  behave  itself  unseemly,  seeketh  not 
her  own,  is  not  easily  provoked,  thinketh  no  evil  ; 

6.  Rejoiceth  not  in  iniquity,  but  rejoiceth  in  the 
truth  ; 


7.  Beareth  all  things,  believeth  all  things, 
hopeth  all  things,  endureth  all  things. 

8.  Charity  never  faileth  :  but  whether  there  be  pro¬ 
phecies,  they  shall  fail  ;  whether  there  be  tongues,  they 
shall  cease ;  whether  there  be  knowledge,  it  shall  vanish 
away. 

9.  For  we  know  in  part,  and  we  prophesy  in  part. 

10.  But  when  that  which  is  perfect  is  come,  then  that 
which  is  in  part  shall  be  done  away. 

11.  When  I  was  a  child,  I  spake  as  a  child,  I  under¬ 
stood  as  a  child,  I  thought  as  a  child  ;  but  when  I  became 
a  man,  I  put  away  childish  things. 

12.  For  now  we  see  through  a  glass,  darkly;  but  then 
face  to  face  :  now  I  know  in  part;  but  then  shall  I  know 
even  as  also  I  am  known. 

13.  And  now  abideth  faith,  hope,  charity,  these 
three  ;  but  the  greatest  of  these  is  charity. 


QUESTIONS  ON  THE  LESSON. 


ITS  NECESSITY. 

1.  What  is  meant  by  speaking  with  the  tongues  of  men 

and  of  angels  ? 

2.  Is  that  a  valuable  gift  or  acquirement?  and  why  ? 

3.  What  estimate  does  Paul  put  upon  it  apart  from 

charity? 

4.  What  is  meant  by  “  charity?'' 

5.  What  other  gifts  does  he  compare  with  love  ? 

6.  Meaning  of  ‘‘prophecy?"  Of  “mysteries?"  Of 

“  faith?" 

7.  What  does  he  say  these  gifts  are  worth  without  love? 

8.  What  acts  does  he  suppose,  in  verse  3  ?  What  might 

lead  persons  to  do  these  things?  What  are  they 
worth,  if  not  done  from  love  ? 

ITS  CHARACTERISTICS. 

9.  How  man}'  negative  characteristics  of  love  are  here 

given  ?  WtTat  are  they  ?  What  does  each  of  them 
mean  ? 


10.  How  many  positive  characteristics  are  given  ?  What 

are  they  ?  What  does  each  of  them  mean  ? 

ITS  PERMANENCE. 

11.  What  is  said  of  the  enduring  character  of  love? 

12.  In  contrast  what  is  said  of  prophecies  ?  Explain. 

13.  Of  tongues  ?  Explain.  Of  knowledge?  Explain. 

14.  How  does  the  Apostle  illustrate  this  subject?  What 

is  the  meaning  of  this  illustration? 

15.  What  contrast  is  set  forth  in  verse  12?  What  encour¬ 

agement  is  there  in  this? 

16.  What  three  graces  are  spoken  of  in  verse  13?  What 

is  said  of  them  ?  Which  is  called  the  greatest  of 
these  ? 

1 7.  Why  is  love  the  chief  of  all  Christian  graces,  apart 

from  which  there  really  are  no  others?  1  John  iv. 
7,  16. 


Qollateral  Questions. — Who  wrote  this  epistle — to  whom — when — tell  about  Corinth — who  established  the 
church  there — how  long  before — some  characteristics  of  the  Corinthian  Church — what  does  the  first  clause  of  chapter 
vii.,  verse  1,  show — what  led  to  the  words  of  our  lesson? 


CENTRAL  TEXT.— Verses  4-7 
and  verse  13.  Commit  to  memory. 


LESSON  TAUGHT— All  gifts 
and  graces  are  nothing  without  love. 


GOLDEN  TEXT.— “And  now 
abideth  faith,  hope,  charity,  these 
three  ;  but  the  greatest  of  these  is 
charity."  Verse  13. 


SCRIPTURE 

READINGS. 

M. 

i  Cor. 

i. 

T. 

n. 

and  iii. 

w. 

‘ ‘ 

xi 

TH. 

0 

XI 

F. 

“ 

xiii  and  xiv. 

SAT. 

1  John 

iv 

S. 

Mark  xii. 

28-34. 

BRIEF  NOTES;— “Tongues" 
is  used  in  this  epistle  to  desig¬ 
nate  some  miraculous  gift  of 
language  that  characterized 
those  days.  We  do  not  know 
precisely  its  nature.  “  The 
tongues  of  men  and  of  angels" 
mean  all  manner  of  languages  in 
earth  or  in  heaven.  “Charity," 
when  our  Bible  was  translated, 
meant  more  than  it  does  now  ; 
our  word  love  conveys  the  mean¬ 
ing  better.  “  Sounding  brass" 


not  an  instrument  of  brass,  but  simply  a  chance  piece  of  brass.  “  Cymbals  "  are  pieces  of  brass  or 
like  metal,  used  to  make  a  “  tinkling"  sound.  “  Prophecy"  is  here  used  in  its  general  sense  of  mak¬ 
ing  known  divine  things,  got  necessarily  foretelling  tv z nts.  “  Mysteries"  are  things  not  known  ex¬ 
cept  by  divine  revelation.  “  All  knowledge  " — everything  that  would  intellectually  qualify  one  to 
teach.  "  Faith"  here  means  the  faith  of  miracles,  th’at  is,  by  which  miracles  were  performed.  The 
acts  spoken  of  in  verse  3  might  look  like  acts  of  love  and  yet  really  be  prompted  by  pride,  ostentation, 
emulation,  defiance  and  other  improper  motives  !  All  these  gifts,  attainments  and  acts  are  worth¬ 
less  if  love  be  absent.  “  Suffereth  long,"  without  resentment,  controls  anger  in  face  of  provocation, 
"endureth  all  things,"  as  described  further  on.  "Vaunteth  not  itself" — doesn’t  brag.  “  Not  puffed 
up" — not  concerted.  “Unseemly" — disorderly,  improperly.  “  Thinketh  no  evil  " — rather,  reckoneth 
not  the  evil ,  passeth  it  by,  not  proposing  to  return  measure  for  measure.  “  Faileth  " — is  exhausted, 
cometh  to  an  end.  The  miraculous  gifts  of  that  age  were  to  be  done  away,  to  cease.  They  do  not 
exist  now.  And  the  imperfect  and  that  which  is  only  partial  shall  be  done  away  by  the  coming  in  of 
the  perfect  and  complete.  “  Through  a  glass  " — a  mirror,  and  these  were  made  of  polished  metal. 
“  Darkly"— not  distinctly.  “Abideth  " — these  three  graces  are  each  permanent  in  their  nature  and 
sphere.  Love  is  “the  greatest"  of  them.  Corinth  was  a  large  city  in  Greece,  on  the  Peloponnesian 
i-sthmus,  renowned  for  arts  and  sciences  and  noted  also  for  corruption  of  morals.  Paul  went  to 
Corinth  from  Athens  on  his  second  missionary  tour,  established  a  church  there  and  staid  a  year  and 
a  half  with  them.  Read  18th  of  Acts  for  the  account  thereof.  This  letter  was  written  from  Ephesus, 
in  the  spring  of  A.  D.  57,  five  years  after  the  church’s  establishment.  It  was  partly  in  answer  to  a 
letter  from  them  making  certain  inquiries.  It  appears  from  this  letter  that  there  were  parties  in  the 
Corinthian  church,  also  that  disorders  had  sprung  up  among  them,  and  that  undue  importance  was 
given  by  some  to  the  possession  of  miraculous  spiritual  gifts.  Paul  in  our  lesson  shows  them  the 
vast  superiority  of  Love,  and  its  absolute  necessity.  God  is  love,  and  we  must  become  like  him. 
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3d  Quarter, 
lessou  XXX. 


INTERNATIONAL  BIBLE  LESSONS. 


July  27,  1879. 

i  Cor.  xv.  50-58. 


VICTORY  OVER  DEATH. 


50.  Now  this  I  say,  brethren,  that  flesh  and  blood  can¬ 
not  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God  ;  neither  doth  corruption 
inherit  incorruption. 

51.  Behold,  I  shew  you  a  mystery;  We  shall  not  all 
sleep,  but  we  shall  all  be  changed, 

52.  In  a  moment,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  at  the 
last  trump :  for  the  trumpet  shall  sound,  and  the  dead 
shall  be  raised  incorruptible,  and  we  shall  be  changed. 

53.  For  this  corruptible  must  put  on  incorrup¬ 
tion,  and  this  mortal  must  put  on  immortality. 

54.  So  when  this  corruptible  shall  have  put  on 
incorruption,  and  this  mortal  shall  have  put  on 
immortality,  then  shall  be  brought  to  pass  the 


saying  that  is  written,  Death  is  swallowed  up  in 
victory. 

55.  O  death,  where  is  thy  sting?  O  grave,  where  is 
thy  victory  ? 

56.  The  sting  of  death  is  sin,  and  the  strength  of  sin 
is  the  law. 

57.  But  thanks  be  to  God,  which  giveth  us  the  victory, 
through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

58.  Therefore,  my  beloved  brethren,  be  ye  stedfast, 
unmovable,  always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord, 
forasmuch  as  ye  know  that  your  labour  is  not  in  vain  in 
the  Lord. 


QUESTIONS  OL 

1.  About  what  is  Paul  writing  in  this  part  of  his  letter? 

2.  What  does  he  emphatically  say  in  the  beginning  of 

our  lesson  ? 

3.  Meaning  of  “  flesh  and  blood?"  Of  “  the  kingdom 

of  God?"  Of  “inherit?" 

4.  How  does  he  further  express  this  same  idea? 

5.  What  part  of  man  is  “corruptible”  and  “mortal?" 

Is  this  so  of  all  men?  What  proof  of  it  have 
we  ? 

6.  What  is  to  become  of  the  bodies  of  the  dead  ?  When  ? 

7.  In  view  of  this  what  is  death  called  here  and  else¬ 

where  in  the  Bible  ? 

8.  Will  all  mankind  die?  Who  will  not? 

9.  What  will  become  of  those  Christians  who  are  still 

alive  on  the  earth  at  the  last  day?  Why  must 
they  be  changed  ? 


THE  LESSON. 

10.  What  will  be  the  nature  of  these  raised  and  thes« 

changed  bodies  ? 

11.  What  example  and  pattern  of  such  a  body  has  evei 

been  among  men  and  seen  by  them  ?  See  Phil, 
iii.  21. 

12.  Who  will  effect  this  change?  John  v.  28,  29  ;  Rom. 

viii.  11.  Will  it  take  long? 

13.  When  all  this  takes  place  what  saying  will  be  brought 

to  pass  ?  Where  is  the  saying  written  ?  Is.  xxv.  8. 

14.  What  challenge  may  the  Christian  make  to  death  and 

the  grave  ?  On  what  grounds  ? 

15.  Who  giveth  us  the  victory?  How?  How,  through 

him  ? 

16.  What  is  the  conclusion  from  the  teachings  of  this 

chapter?  On  what  grounds  is  the  exhortation 
based?  Compare  Is.  xlv.  19. 


COLLATERAL  Questions. — Origin  of  death  among  men  (Gen.  ii.  17;  iii.  19) — the  first  death  (Gen.  iv.  8) — the 
first  permanent  resurrection  (Matt,  xxviii.  5,  6;  1  Cor.  xv.  20) — instances  in  the  Old  Testament  of  temporary 
resurrections  (1  Kings  xvii.  17-24;  2  Kings  iv.  32-37) — in  the  New  Testament  (Mark  v.  35-43;  Luke  vii.  11-15; 
John  xi.  43,  44;  Matt,  xxvii.  51-53) — who  of  the  Jews  denied  the  resurrection  of  the  body  (Matt.  xxii.  23) — what 
was  the  heathen  opinion  on  this  subject — false  notions  in  the  Corinthian  church  (1  Cor.  xv.  12) — elsewhere  (2  Tim. 
ii.  18) — false  notions  now  on  this  subject — how  is  the  Christian  faith  on  this  point  expressed  in  the  Creed — nature 
of  the  resurrection  body  (1  Cor.  xv.  42-49;  Luke  xxiv.  37-43  ;  John  xx.  19,  26  ;  Acts  i.  9-1 1;  vii.  56) — illustrations, 
in  nature,  of  this  doctrine — importance  of  this  doctrine  (1  Cor.  xv.  13-19)  ? 


CENTRAL  TEXT.— Verses  53 
and  54.  Commit  to  memory. 

LESSON  TAUGHT:  —Death 
shall  not  hold  dominion  over  Chris¬ 
tians. 

GOLDEN  TEXT. — “  Jesus  said 
unto  her,  I  am  the  resurrection  and 
the  life ;  he  that  believeth  in  me, 
though  he  were  dead,  yet  shall  he 
live."  John  xi.  25. 


SCRIPTURE  READINGS. 

M. 

i  Cor.  xv. 

T. 

1  Thess.  iv.  13-18. 

W. 

John  v.  24-29. 

TH. 

“  xi.  20-44. 

F. 

Matt.  xvii.  1-9. 

SAT. 

Ez.  xxxvii.  1-10. 

S. 

Rev.  xx. 

BRIEFNOTES.— “Flesh  and 
blood" — these  natural  bodies. 
“Inherit" — come  into  posses¬ 
sion  of,  enter.  “  The  kingdom 
of  God" — heaven.  “Corrup¬ 
tion" — that  which  has  in  it  the 
occasion  of  decay,  called,  fur¬ 
ther  on,  “this  corruptible." 
“Shew" — simply  tell.  “A 
mystery" — something  not 
known  but  by  divine  revela¬ 
tion.  “Sleep" — a  beautiful 
designation  of  death,  implying 


that  there  will  be  a  waking  from  it ;  this  does  not  imply,  nor  does  the  Bible  teach,  that  the  soul 
will  be  asleep  or  unconscious  while  separated  from  the  body.  “Changed" — undergo  a  transform¬ 
ation  equivalent  to  that  produced  by  death.  Paul  says,  “  we  all,"  speaking  for  Christians,  who 
alone  are  spoken  of  in  this  chapter.  “The  last  trump" — see  Matt.  xxiv.  31;  1  Thess.  iv.  16. 
“  The  dead  shall  be  raised,"  and  there  will  be  personal  identity  among  them  as  much  as  among  the 
then  living  who  shall  be  changed  ;  for  it  is  “  this  mortal,  corruptible"  body  that  will  put  on  “  immor¬ 
tality,"  becoming  like  the  Saviour’s  glorified  body.  Our  Saviour  conquered  death  in  behalf  of  our 
race,  but  only  at  the  resurrection  will  the  completed  victory  be  manifest.  “The  sting  of  death," 
that  which  makes  it  hurt,  “  is  sin,"  but  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  cleanseth  us  from  all 
sin  ;  “  and  the  strength  of  sin,"  that  by  which  man  is  held  guilty  and  liable  to  be  punished,  “is 
the  law,"  but  Christ  has  redeemed  us  from  the  curse  of  the  law  by  being  made  a  curse  for  us. 
Hence  believers  can  shout  “  Victory"  and  triumph,  with  thanksgiving,  through  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  “Therefore" — in  view  of  this  doctrine,  this  hope  set  before  us.  “Steadfast" — firm,  set¬ 
tled.  “  The  work  of  the  Lord" — his  service,  inspired  by  faith.  “  Ye  know" — with  what  confident 
assurance  the  Apostle  speaks.  “  Not  in  vain,"  but  to  be  rewarded  with  blessed  immortality.  The 
resurrection  of  the  body,  which  in  the  Creed  we  profess  to  hold,  is  denied  by  rationalists  of  var¬ 
ious  kinds  in  these  days  as  of  old.  But  the  Bible  is  wonderfully  clear  on  this  point  of  Revelation. 
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3d  Q,uarter. 
3,esson  XXXI. 


INTERNATIONAL  BIBLE  LESSONS.  August  3’ 

2  Cor.  v.  14-21. 


THE  MINISTRY  OF 

14.  For  the  love  of  Christ  constraineth  us  ;  because 
we  thus  judge,  that  if  one  died  for  all,  then  were  all  dead  : 

15.  And  that  he  died  for  all,  that  they  which  live 
should  not  henceforth  live  unto  themselves,  but  unto  him 
which  died  for  them,  and  rose  again. 

16.  Wherefore,  henceforth  know  we  no  man  after  the 
flesh ;  yea,  though  we  have  known  Christ  after  the 
flesh,  yet  now  henceforth  know  we  him  no  more. 

17.  Therefore  if  any  man  be  in  Christ,  he  is  a  new 
creature  :  old  things  are  passed  away  ;  behold,  all  things 
are  become  new. 

18.  And  all  thines  are  of  God,  who  hath  recon- 


^  RECONCILIATION. 

ciled  us  to  himself  by  Jesus  Christ,  and  hath 
given  to  us  the  ministry  of  reconciliation  ; 

19.  To  wit,  that  God  was  in  Christ,  reconciling 
the  world  unto  himself,  not  imputing  their  tres¬ 
passes  unto  them  ;  and  hath  committed  unto  us 
the  word  of  reconciliation. 

20.  Now  then  we  are  ambassadors  for  Christ,  as 
though  God  did  beseech  you  by  us  ;  we  pray  you 
in  Christ’s  stead,  be  ye  reconciled  to  God. 

21.  For  he  hath  made  him  to  be  sin  for  us,  who 
knew  no  sin  ;  that  we  might  be  made  the  right¬ 
eousness  of  God  in  him. 


QUESTIONS  ON  THE  LESSON. 


LOVE  CONSTRAINING. 

1.  Who  is  speaking?  What  say  of  his  motive  ?  Mean¬ 

ing  of  “the  love  of  Christ?”  Of  “constraineth  V ' 
Of  “  us  ?” 

2.  What  argument  is  given  in  verse  14?  Meaning  of  it? 

3.  What  intention  of  Christ’s  death  is  declared  in  verse 

15?  Who  are  “they  which  live”?  Compare 
Rom.  vi.  11  ;  Gal.  ii.  20. 

4.  What  is  meant  by  living  “not  unto  themselves  ?” 
Of  living  unto  Christ?  See  Rom.  xiv.  7.  8. 

LOVE  NEW-CREATING. 

5.  What  does  he  mean  by  “  henceforth  know  we  no 

man  after  the  flesh?”  How  had  he  “  known  I 
Christ  after  the  flesh  ?”.  What  contrast  is  made  in 
this  verse? 

6.  How  does  the  Apostle  explain  the  change  ?  What 

does  he  say  of  any  man  who  is  in  Christ?  How 
do  things  appear  to  him  ? 

7.  What  does  he  see  to  be  the  source  and  end  of  all 

things  ?  He  recognizes  in  this  God  what  disposi¬ 
tion  ? 


LOVE  PROCLAIMING  TERMS  OF  FRIENDSHIP. 

8.  What  ministry  does  Paul  speaks  of?  To  whom  given? 

9.  What  is  the  statement  (verse  19)  of  the  basis  of  this 

reconciliation  ? 

10.  Who  are  to  be  reconciled  ?  Who  provides  the  way 

to  this  end?  What  is  the  way?  Compare  John 
xiv.  6.  Meaning  of  “  not  imputing  their  tres¬ 
passes  unto  them?”  To  whom  does  he  thus  act? 

11.  What  does  the  Apostle  call  the  ministers  of  reconcil¬ 

iation  ?  In  whose  stead  do  they  plead  ?  This 
their  preaching  is  as  though  who  spoke? 

12.  What  is  the  great  text  of  all  true  Christian  ambassa¬ 

dors,  as  given  in  verse  20  ? 

13.  How  is  it  possible  for  God  and  sinners  to  become 

friends  ? 

14.  Who  “knew  no  sin?”  How  and  why  was  he 

“  made  sin  ?”  What  are  we  made  in  consequence  ? 
Meaning  of  this?  See  Rom.  v.  19;  x.  3  ;  1  Cor. 
i.  30. 


COLLATERAL'  QUESTIONS. — By  whom,  when,  and  where,  was  this  letter  written — its  relation  to  the  former  one — 
some  account  of  its  contents — connection  of  our  lesson  with  the  context — how  is  the  oneness  of  believers  with 
Christ  here  shown — what  did  Jesus  say  about  the  necessity  of  becoming  new  creatures  (John  iii.  3,5) — what 
equivalents  do  we  get  from  a  comparison  of  verse  17  and  Gal.  v.  6  and  vi.  15 — what  is  the  doctrine  of  imputation, 
and  how  set  forth  in  the  lesson — what  article  of  the  Augsburg  Confession  treats  of  the  Ministerial  Office,  and 
what  does  it  say — how  should  ministers  regard  themselves,  and  be  regarded  by  others  ? 


CENTRAL  TEXT.— Verses  18- 
21.  Commit  to  memory. 


LESSON  TAUGHT.— God’s  de¬ 
sire  and  way  of  making  us  his  friends. 


GOLDEN  TEXT.— “We  pray 
you  in  Christ's  stead,  be  ye  recon¬ 
ciled  to  God.”  Verse  20. 


SCRIPTURE  READINGS. 

M  2  Cor. 

i. 

T. 

ii.  and  iii. 

W. 

iv.  and  v. 

TH. 

vi.  and  vii.' 

F. 

viii.  and  ix. 

SAT.  “ 

x.  and  xi. 

s. 

xii.  and  xiii. 

BRIEF  NOTES.— “The  love 
of  Christ”  is  his  love  to  us. 
“Constraineth” — shuts  up  to  the 
course  indicated.  “Us”  —  the 
Apostle  is  speaking  primarily  of 
himself  and  his  co-laborers;  but 
his  words  include  all  believers, 
as  the  context  shows.  “If” — 
not  here  a  word  of  doubt,  but  a 
supposition  believed  to  be  fact, 
the  first  point  of  his  argumenta¬ 
tive  statement.  “Then  were 
all  dead”  —  better  read,  “All, 

then,  died.”  Christ  died  for  all  mankind  ;  but  this  death  will  be  for  the  salvation  only  of  those  who 
believe.  Notice  in  the  phrase  “all  died”  the  oneness  with  Jesus  of  believers,  a  truth  carried 
through  all  the  principal  facts  of  his  human  history.  “  They  which  live” — that  is,  risen  with 
Christ,  alive  from  a  sinful  state.  “  Not  henceforth” — literally,  no  longer .  “  Unto  themselves” — sel¬ 

fishly  and  according  to  their  depraved  nature.  The  positive  side  is  that  they  should  live  unto 
Christ,  to  his  honor  and  glory,  making  him  the  supreme  guide  and  motive  of  life.  “After  the  flesh” 
—  fleshlily  (if  we  may  use  such  a  word),  according  to  external  things.  He,  for  example,  in  the  case 
of  a  Jew,  loses  sight  of  his  Jewish  origin,  in  the  case  of  a  rich  man,  of  his  riches,  in  that  of  a  learned 
man,  of  his  learning,  in  that  of  a  slave,  of  his  low  condition,  etc.  “We  have  known  Christ  after 
the  flesh” — Paul  before  his  conversion  thus  judged  Christ,  looking  at  his  low  estate,  etc.  But  he 
is  done  with  such  views.  So,  in  all  cases,  he  who  is  “in  Christ,”  one  with  him  by  faith,  is  “a 
new  creature,”  different  from  what  he  was  before  :  and  “  all  things”  have  become  to  him  “new,” 
different.  “  God”  is  seen  to  be  the  source  and  end  of  all  things,  and  this  God  a  reconciling  God, 
who  planned  and  accomplished  the  scheme  of  redemption,  and  appointed  ministers  to  proclaim 
it  to  the  world.  The  “  reconciliation”  started  in  God’s  love;  he  has  done  all  he  could  to  bring  men 
back  to  himself.  It  is  man  that  is  hard  to  reconcile.  “Ambassadors  for  Christ”— representatives 
of  him.  Plere  we  see  how  ministers  of  the  gospel  should  regard  and  keep  themselves,  and  be  re¬ 
garded  by  the  people.  Here,  too,  is  the  great  theme  of  their  preaching.  “  Be  reconciled” — the  fault 
will  be  yours,  if  you  are  not.  God  has  made  reconciliation  possible  :  you  must  make  it  actual  by 
accepting  his  terms.  “  Made  sin,”  on  the  one  side,  and  “  made  the  righteousness  of  God,”  on  the 
other,  show  us  the  meaning  of  the  doctrine  of  imputation.  This  letter  was  written  from  some  place 
in  Macedonia,  in  the  fall  of  A.  D.  57.  It  commends  the  Corinthians’  obedience  to  directions  given 
in  his  former  letter,  but  threatens  some  with  summary  treatment  if  they  do  not  do  better  before 
he  comes  to  them  again.  Article  V.  of  the  Augsburg  Confession  treats  of  the  Ministerial  Office 
Read  it. 
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Gal.  v.  22-26  ;  vi.  1-9. 


THE  FRUIT  OF  THE  SPIRIT. 


22.  But  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  love,  joy,  peace, 
long-suffering,  gentleness,  goodness,  faith, 

23.  Meekness,  temperance  :  against  such  there 
is  no  lav/. 

24.  And  they  that  are  Christ’s  have  crucified 
the  flesh,  with  the  affections  and  lusts. 

25.  If  we  live  in  the  Spirit,  let  us  also  walk  in 
the  Spirit. 

26.  Let  us  not  be  desirous  of  vain  glory,  pro¬ 
voking  one  another,  envying  one  another. 

VI.  1.  Brethren,  if  a  man  be  overtaken  in  a  fault,  ye 
which  are  spiritual,  restore  such  an  one  in  the  spirit  of 
meekness  ;  considering  thyself,  lest  thou  also  be  tempted. 

2.  Bear  ye  one  another’s  burdens,  and  so  fulfil  the  law 
of  Christ. 


3.  For  if  a  man  think  himself  to  be  something,  when 
he  is  nothing,  he  deceiveth  himself. 

4.  But  let  every  man  prove  his  own  work,  and  then 
shall  he  have  rejoicing  in  himself  alone,  and  not  in  an¬ 
other. 

5.  For  every  man  shall  bear  his  own  burden. 

6.  Let  him  that  is  taught  in  the  word  communicate 
unto  him  that  teacheth  in  all  good  things. 

7.  Be  not  deceived  ;  God  is  not  mocked :  for  whatso¬ 
ever  a  man  soweth,  that  shall  he  also  reap. 

8.  For  he  that  soweth  to  his  flesh,  shall  of  the  flesh 
reap  corruption  ;  but  he  that  soweth  to  the  Spirit,  shall  of 
the  Spirit  reap  life  everlasting. 

9.  And  let  us  not  be  weary  in  well  doing :  for  in  due 
season  we  shall  reap,  if  we  faint  not. 


QUESTIONS  ON  THE  LESSON. 


ITS  KIND. 

1.  What  is  the  title  of  the  lesson?  What  Spirit  is 

meant? 

2.  With  what  is  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  contrasted?  See 

19-21. 

3.  How  many  different  items  are  given  as  the  fruit  of 

the  Spirit?  Recite  them  from  memory?  What 
is  the  meaning  of  each  of  them  ? 

4.  What  is  said  in  general  about  such  things  as  are 

enumerated  ?  Meaning  of  this  ?  What  is  said  of 
the  object  of  law  in  1  Tim.  i.  9-11  ? 

5.  Does  any  one  naturally  bear  the  fruit  here  men¬ 

tioned  ?  How  then  ? 

6.  What  are  such  persons  called  in  verse  24?  What 

have  they  done?  Meaning  of  “the  flesh?” 
Of  the  whole  statement? 

7.  What  is  the  meaning  of  verse  25  ? 

ITS  USE. 

8.  Of  what  are  we  exhorted  not  to  be  desirous  ?  What 

is  “  vain  glory?”  What  instances  of  its  working 
are  given  in  this  verse? 

9.  What  supposition  is  made  in  verse  1  (Chap.  vi. )? 


What  course  of  action  is  advised  ?  Meaning  of 
“  ye  which  are  spiritual?”  How  are  these  to  act? 
Influenced  by  what  consideration? 

10.  Meaning  of  verse  2?  Of  verse  5?  Of  the  two  to¬ 

gether  ? 

11.  What  does  verse  3  warn  us  against? 

12.  Meaning  of  verse  4? 

13.  Meaning  of  “him  that  is  taught  in  the  word?”  Of 

“him  that  teacheth ?”  Meaning  of  the  verse? 

14.  Why  is  the  warning  in  first  clause  of  verse  7  much 

needed  ?  Meaning  of  “  God  is  not  mocked?” 

SOWING  AND  REAPING. 

15.  What  general  principle  is  stated  in  last  clause  of  verse 

7?  Illustrate  it? 

16.  How  is  it  applied  (verse  8)  by  the  apostle?  What  is 

it  to  sow  to  the  flesh?  To  the  Spirit?  Whatshall 
the  harvest  be  ? 

17.  What  reason  is  given  for  not  getting  weary  ?  How 

is  the  reason  conditioned? 

18.  When  is  the  sowing  time  ?  The  reaping  time? 

19.  What  are  you  sowing? 


COLLATERAL  Questions. — When  was  this  letter  written — by  and  to  whom — who  were  the  Galatians — to  counter¬ 
act  what  influence  was  it  written — what  is  its  leading  idea — in  what  other  epistle  is  this  idea  the  prominent  one? 


CENTRAL  TEXT.— Verses  22- 
26.  Commit  to  memory. 


LESSON  TAUGHT.  —  How 

Christian  life  manifests  itself. 

GOLDEN  TEXT.— “Be  not  de¬ 
ceived  ;  God  is  not  mocked :  for 
whatsoever  a  man  soweth,  that  shall 
he  also  reap.”  Verse  7. 


SCRIPTURE  READINGS. 

M. 

Gal. 

i. 

T. 

ii. 

W. 

in. 

TH. 

iv. 

F. 

T: 

SAT. 

V-. 

S. 

i-vi. 

BRIEF  NOTES.  —  “  But  ” 
marks  a  contrast  with  the  pre¬ 
ceding.  “Fruit” — one  in  essence, 
though  varied  in  form.  “Spirit” 
here  means  the  Holy  Spirit. 
“  Love” — for  what  itis  seei  Cor. 
xiii.  and  3d  lesson  in  this  quar¬ 
ter.  “Joy” — the  Bible  is  full 
of  promptings  to  gladness  in  the 
Lord.  “  Peace” — Christjesus  is 
the  Prince  of  Peace.  “  Long- 
suffering  ” — bearing  long  with 
infirmities  in  others.  “  Gentle¬ 


ness” — kindness,  usefulness.  “  Goodness” — doing  good  to  others.  “  Faith” — either  as  the  word 
usually  means,  or  faithfulness,  fidelity.  “Meekness” — mildness,  the  opposite  to  passionateness. 
“  Temperance”— self-control  and  that  in  all  things,  the  largest  sense  of  the  word.  “No  law,” — no 
condemnation,  since  these  things  are  approved.  “  Crucified” — by  becoming  Christ’s,  have  counted 
their  depraved  nature  as  nailed  to  his  cross,  condemned  to  die.  “  The  flesh” — means,  as  usual,  the 
natural  man,  man  unrenewed,  depraved.  “  Affections  and  lusts” — passions  and  desires.  That  we 
really  “  live  in  the  Spirit”  is  evidenced  by  our  conduct  “  or  walk.”  “  Desirous  of  vain  glory” — anx¬ 
ious  for  the  empty  honor  of  this  world.  “  Provoking,”  on  the  one  hand  ;  “  envying,”  on  the  other. 
“Overtaken” — tripped.  “Which  are  spiritual” — who  have  the  Spirit  dwelling  in  them  and  have 
not  been  thus  overtaken.  “  Restore” — set  right,  lift  up.  “Considering  thyself” — all  alike  are  liable 
to  sin  and  fall.  “  Burdens”  (verse  2)  denotes  what  is  heavy ;  the  word  in  verse  5  denotes  something 
borne  or  earned.  We  are  to  relieve  one  another,  be  helpful,  but  every  man  has  something  to  carry 
in  this  Christian  walk  and  must  answer  for  himself.  “  Fulfil  the  law  of  Christ” — imitate  him,  obey 
him,  who  bore  our  burdens  and  carried  our  sorrows.  Verse  3  rebukes  conceit,  especially  spiritual 
pride  ;  and  ’tis  a  very  common  and  dangerous  enemy.  Remember  the  Pharisee,  and  the  Laodicean 
church.  “  Prove” — test,  by  the  Bible  standard,  not  by  his  own  or  some  fellow-sinner’s  notions. 
Verse  4  encourages  a  proper  self-knowledge  and  esteem,  if  there  be  found  what  the  Scripture  es¬ 
teems.  “  Him  that  is  taught  in  the  word” — the  catechised  person,  the  instructed  hearer.  This  is 
the  passive  participle  of  the  word  rendered  “teacheth”  just  afterwards.  “Him  that  teacheth” — the 
teacher,  catechist,  preacher.  “Communicate” — give,  impart,  share.  We  may  be  deceived.  Here 
we  are  warned  against  it.  God,  however,  cannot  be  deceived  or  mocked.  To  him  is  our  account 
to  be  rendered  ;  and  the  harvest  shall  be  according  to  the  sowing.  This  letter  was  written,  proba¬ 
bly,  in  the  winter  of  57  A.  D.  from  Corinth,  to  the  churches  in  Galatia,  established  by  Paul  on  his 
second  missionary  tour,  six  years  before. 
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IiESSON  XXXIII.  ErH.  vi.  10-20. 


THE  CHRISTIAN  ARMOR. 


10.  Finally,  my  brethren,  be  strong  in  the  Lord,  and 
in  the  power  of  his  might. 

n.  Put  on  the  whole  armor  of  God,  that  ye  maybe 
able  to  stand  against  the  wiles  of  the  devil. 

12.  For  we  wrestle  not  against  flesh  and  blood,  but 
against  principalities,  against  powers,  against  the  rulers 
of  the  darkness  of  this  world,  against  spiritual  wicked¬ 
ness  in  high  places. 

13.  Wherefore  take  unto  you  the  whole  armor  of  God, 
that  ye  may  be  able  to  withstand  in  the  evil  day,  and 
having  done  all,  to  stand. 

14.  Stand  therefore,  having  your  loins  girt 
about  with  truth,  and  having  on  the  breastplate 
of  righteousness  ; 

15.  And  your  feet  shod  with  the  preparation  of 
the  gospel  of  peace  ; 


16.  Above  all  taking  the  shield  of  faith,  where¬ 
with  ye  shall  be  able  to  quench  all  the  fiery  darts 
of  the  wicked. 

17.  And  take  the  helmet  of  salvation,  and  the 
sword  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  the  word  of  God  ; 

18.  Praying  always  with  all  prayer  and  supplication 
in  the  Spirit,  and  watching  thereunto  with  all  persever¬ 
ance  and  supplication  for  all  saints  : 

19.  And  for  me,  that  utterance  may  be  given  unto  me, 
that  I  may  open  my  mouth  boldly,  to  make  known  the 
mystery  of  the  gospel, 

20.  For  which  I  am  an  ambassador  in  bonds  :  that 
therein  I  may  speak  boldly,  as  I  ought  to  speak. 


QUESTIONS  ON  THE  LESSON. 


NEEDED. 

1.  With  what  exhortation  does  our  lesson  open?  To 

whom  given,  in  general?  What  is  the  natural 
state  of  these?  Rom.  v.  6.  Whence,  then,  and 
how,  are  such  to  be  strengthened?  Compare,  also 
i.  39,  iii.  16. 

2.  Against  what  is  the  Christian  to  make  a  stand  ?  What 

are  some  of  his  “  wiles  ?” 

3.  What  is  the  adversary  described  as  not  being  ? 

Meaning  of  “  flesh  and  blood  ?”  Meaning  and  re¬ 
ference  of  “wrestle  ?" 

4.  In  what  four  ways  is  the  adversary  described? 

Meaning  of  these  terms  ? 

5.  With  which  side,  then,  is  the  advantage  in  this  con¬ 

test,  and  why  ? 

6.  What  defense  is  offered  and  urged,  in  our  lesson? 

Verses  1 1 ,  13. 

7.  What  ability  will  this  give? 

DESCRIBED. 

8.  How  many  parts  are  spoken  of  as  making  up  this 

armor,  and  what  are  they  ? 

9.  What  is  to  compose  the  girdle?  Use  of  the  girdle? 

Meaning  of  “having  your  loins  girt  about  with 
truth  ?" 


10.  What  is  to  compose  the  breastplate?  Use  of  the 

breastplate  ?  Meaning  of.  “  having  on  the  breast¬ 
plate  of  righteousness?" 

11.  What  is  the  equipment  of  the  feet?  Meaning  of 

verse  15? 

12.  What  is  to  cover  the  head  ?  Meaning  of  this  ? 

13.  What  weapon,  offensive  and  defensive,  is  to  be  car¬ 

ried  ?  How  is  the  word  of  God  a  sword?  Heb. 
iv.  12;  Matt.  iv.  4,  7,  10  ;  2  Thess.  ii.  8. 

14.  What  is  to  be  held  over  all  ?  For  what  use?  Can 

you  tell  what  are  some  of  these  “  fiery  darts?" 

PROPERLY  ACCOMPANIED. 

15.  What  two  things  are  to  accompany  the  Christian 

armor? 

16.  Earnestness  therein  is  how  expressed  here  ?  Con¬ 

stancy  ? 

17.  For  whom  ?  Why  for  them  ? 

18.  For  whom  particularly  is  prayer  here  urged  ?  To 

what  end  ?  What  does  he  call  himself?  Where 
was  he,  and  what  his  condition  ? 

19.  What  is  the  “Lesson  Taught?"  The  important 

question  for  each  one  of  us  ? 


Collateral  Questions. — Who  wrote  this  epistle — to  whom — when — what  others  written  about  same  time — 
general  contents  of  it — personality  of  the  devil — his  origin  and  forces  (John  viii.  44  ;  Jude  6  ;  Matt.  xxv.  41) — his 
activity  (1  Pet.  v.  8) — his  end  (Rev.  xx.  1-3 ;  2  Pet.  ii.  4) — whence  did  Paul  get  his  illustration  of  the  Armor? 


CENTRAL  TEXT.— Verses  14- 
17.  Commit  to  memory. 


LESSON  TAUGHT.— How  to 

equip  for  the  battle  of  life. 


GOLDEN  TEXT.— "  Put  on  the 

whole  armor  of  God,  that  ye  may  be 
able  to  stand  against  the  wiles  of  the 
devil."  Verse  11. 


SCRIPTURE 

READINGS. 

IV] .  Ephesians 

i. 

T. 

ii. 

w. 

iii. 

TH. 

iv. 

F. 

V. 

SAT. 

S.  Col.  1-iv. 

vl. 

BRIEF  NOTES. —  “Be 
strong" — be  strengthened,  get 
into  power.  “  In  the  Lord" — 
the  strength  is  not  in  self.  It  is 
“in  the  power  of  his  might" — 
and  that  is  an  Almighty  power. 
“  The  whole  armor" — not  just  a 
part  of  it.  The  “armor  of  God" 
— provided  by  him  for  man. 
“  Against  the  wiles  of  the 
devil" — against  his  crafty  as¬ 
saults.  He  is  a  deceiver .  He  is 
the  captain  of  the  opposition 

against  mankind.  “We" — Paul  includes  himself  and  us.  “  Wrestle" — this  marks  a  close  and  per¬ 
sonal  combat,  the  figure  being  drawn  from  customary  Grecian  games.  “  Flesh  and  blood" — human 
beings  and  nature.  Though  they  do  work  through  these,  yet  the  adversaries  are  spiritual  and 
superhuman.  “  Principalities,"  and  the  other  terms  used  in  verse  12,  indicate  both  the  spiritual  na¬ 
ture  and  the  power  of  Satan  and  his  kingdom.  These  give  the  Christian’s  adversaries  a  great  ad¬ 
vantage  over  depraved  mortals.  “In  high  places" — whose  sphere  is  spiritual,  and  belonging  to  that 
world.  “  The  whole  armor  of  God'  ’ — all  of  it  ;  not  a  part  only.  “Withstand" — maintain  success¬ 
ful  opposition.  “  The  evil  day"  is  the  day  of  temptation.  “Stand" — take  your  position,  as  an  an¬ 
tagonist.  “  Loins  girt" — the  girdle  was  a  necessary  part  of  Eastern  costume,  and  in  a  soldier  it 
both  kept  the  other  armor  in  place  and  protected  a  part  of  the  body  easily  wounded,  and  danger¬ 
ously.  Truth  holds  all  right  things  together.  “The  breastplate,"  covering  the  chest,  including  the 
heart.  “  Of  righteousness,"  right  living,  which  can  be  done  only  in  union  with  Jesus  Christ  the 
Righteous.  “  Your  feet  shod" — sandals  were  worn  in  the  East,  and  soldiers  had  these  thickly 
studded  with  nails  beneath  for  firm  footing  and  gait.  “Above  all" — over  all.  The  ordinary  shield 
was  large  enough  to  cover  a  man,  held  before  him.  “The  wicked"  is  the  wicked  one,  Satan.  “  The 
helmet"  covered  the  head.  “  The  sword  of  the  Spirit" — which  the  Spirit  gives.  “Praying  always," 
living  a  prayerful  life,  depending  in  the  contest  on  God.  “  For  all  saints" — intercessory  prayer, 
for  all  the  combatants  in  this  common  war  against  Satan  and  sin’.  “  For  me"— Paul,  a  prisoner  at 
Rome,  “an  ambassador  in  bonds,"  felt  the  need  of  their  prayers,  that  he  might  speak  boldly  for 
Christ.  This  letter  was  written  by  Paul  from  Rome  in  the  Spring  of  A.  D.  62,  and  sent  by  Tychicus 
to  several  churches  in  Asia  Minor,  probably  first  to  that  at  Laodicea.  Colossians  and  Philemon 
were  written  at  the  same  time.  The  first  half  contains  doctrines  ;  the  last  duties.  A  Roman  sol¬ 
dier’s  armor,  to  whom  probably  he  was  chained,  likely  furnished  himthe  illustration  of  the  Christian 
Armor. 
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lesson  XXXIV. 


THE  MIND 

1.  If  there  he  therefore  any  consolation  in  Christ,  if 
any  comfort  of  lo^e,  if  any  fellowship  of  the  Spirit,  if 
any  bowels  and  mercies, 

2.  Fulfil  ye  my  joy,  that  ye  be  likeminded,  having 
the  same  love,  being  of  one  accord,  of  one  mind. 

3.  Let  nothing  he  done  through  strife  or  vain-glory  ; 
but  in  lowliness  of  mind  let  each  esteem  other  better  than 
themselves. 

4.  Look  not  every  man  on  his  own  things,  but 
every  man  also  on  the  things  of  others. 

5.  Let  this  mind  be  in  you,  which  was  also  in 
Christ  Jesus  : 

6.  Who,  being  in  the  form  of  God,  thought  it  not  rob¬ 
bery  to  be  equal  with  God  ; 

7.  But  made  himself  of  no  reputation,  and  took  upon 
him  the  form  of  a  servant,  and  was  made  in  the  likeness 
of  men  : 


Phil.  ii.  1-13. 


OF  CHRIST. 

8.  And  being  found  in  fashion  as  a  man,  he  humbled 
himself,  and  became  obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death 
of  the  cross. 

9.  Wherefore  God  also  hath  highly  exalted  him,  and 
given  him  a  name  which  is  above  every  name  : 

10.  That  at  the  name  of  Jesus  every  knee  should 
bow,  of  things  in  heaven,  and  things  inearth,  and  things 
under  the  earth  ; 

11.  And  that  every  tongue  should  eonfess  that  Jesus 
Christ  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father. 

12.  Wherefore,  my  beloved,  as  ye  have  always  obeyed, 
not  as  in  my  presence  only,  but  now  much  more  in  my 
absence,  work  out  your  own  salvation  with  fear  and 
trembling  : 

13.  For  it  is  God  which  worketh  in  you  both  to  wHl 
and  to  do  of  his  good  pleasure. 


QUESTIONS  ON  THE  LESSON. 


SYMPATHETIC. 

1.  How  many  suppositions  does  our  lesson  begin  with  ? 

What  are  they  ?  How  are  they  used  ?  Meaning 
of  each  of  them  ? 

2.  What  does  Paul  urge  upon  them,  which  would  com¬ 

plete  his  joy  in  them?  In  how  many  ways  is  this 
expressed  ?  Meaning  of  these  expressions  ? 

3.  How  should  nothing  be  done?  What  contrary 

spirit  should  be  shown  ?  How  was  this  set  forth 
in  the  third  lesson  of  the  quarter?  i  Cor.  xiii.  4,  5. 

4.  What  is  the  meaning  of  verse  4  ?  What  spirit  is 

here  condemned?  Mention  some  worldly  maxims 
whose  spirit  is  here  opposed.  What  did  we  learn, 
lesson  before  last,  from  Gal.  vi.  2  ? 

SELF-SACRIFICING. 

5.  What  perfect  example  of  the  spirit  taught  in  this 

lesson  have  we  ? 

6.  Did  he  exist  before  he  was  born  into  this  world  ? 

How,  as  expressed  in  two  ways  in  verse  6? 

7.  Think  of  his  greatness  ;  and  then  tell  what  he  did  ? 

8.  How  many  points  of  his  humiliation  are  here  given  ? 


Will  you  explain  each  of  them,  and  show  the  con-, 
trasts  with  what  he  had  been  ? 

9.  What  prophetic  lesson  had  we  last  quarter  that  so 
minutely  foretold  this  humiliation? 

10.  Why  did  the  Lord  do  all  this?  How  can  we  be 

like  him  in  this?  Compare  1  John  iii.  16;  and 
James  ii.  14-17. 

SURE  TO  PROSPER. 

11.  What  followed  our  Lord’s  humiliation?  What  was 

given  him? 

12.  What  was  to  attest  the  greatness  of  this  name  ? 

Verse  10.  Meaning  of  this? 

13.  What  would  every  tongue  do?  Whose  Lord?  To 

whose  glory  ?  How  so  ? 

14.  How  are  verses  10  and  11  daily  illustrated  ? 

15.  What  reason  is  given  for  this  exaltation  of  Jesus? 

16.  Is  such  exaltation  to  attend  those  who  have  his 

mind?  See  Rom.  viii.  17  ;  2  Tim.  ii.  11,  12. 

17.  With  what  admonition  does  our  lesson  conclude? 

What  does  that  mean  ? 

18.  What  reason  is  given  for  it?  Explain  this  reason  ? 


COLLATERAL  Questions. — By  whom  was  this  letter  written — when — to  whom — who  founded  that  church — its 
first  member — treatment  of  its  founders,  and  the  result  (see  Acts  xvi.) — distinction  that  Philippi  had  over  all 
other  European  places — proofs  of  our  Lord’s  pre-existence  other  than  those  in  the  lesson — how  the  Creed  epitomizes 
our  lesson  ? 

BRIEFNOTES.— “  If”— not  a 
word  of  doubt  here,  but  of  argu¬ 
ment.  “Consolation”  maybe 
rendered  exhortation.  “  Comfort 
of  love” — coming  from  Chris¬ 
tian  love.  “  Fellowship  of  the 
Spirit” — same  word  as  used  in 
the  benediction  2  Cor.  xiii.  14, 
there  and  in  other  places  ren¬ 
dered  coyjimunion.  “  Bowels  ” — 
heartfelt  love.  “Mercies”  — 
compassions.  “Fulfil” — com¬ 
plete,  make  full.  Verse  4  teaches 
sympathy  and  helpfulness,  and  opposes  the  spirit  ofthe  world’s  maxims  about  looking  cut  for  num¬ 
ber  one,  etc.  Selfishness  is  of  the  very  essence  of  sin.  Our  lesson  teaches  the  opposite  character, 
and  illustrates  from  the  perfect  pattern  of  our  Lord  Jesus.  “Mind” — spirit,  disposition.  “The 
form  of  God  ”  is  contrasted  with  “  the  form  of  a  servant  ”  further  on.  Compare  John  i.  1,  2  ;  Col.  i. 
15;  Heb.  i.  3.  This  refers  to  the  pre-existence  of  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  before  he  became  flesh. 
Explain  the  latter  part  of  verse  6  that  he  did  not  think  his  high  estate  and  glory  a  thing  to  be  held 
fast  to  selfishly.  On  the  contrary,  he  “  made  himself  of  no  reputation,”  emptied  himself,  laid  aside 
his  glorious  estate.  “Took  upon  him  the  form  of  a  servant,”  whereas  he  was  Lord,  “was 
made  in  the  likeness  of  men  ” — first  a  babe,  and  then  growing  up  to  man’s  estate.  This  was  not 
the  whole  of  his  humiliation.  He  “  humbled  himself  ”  further,  and  “  became  obedient  ”  to  God, 
having  taken  the  servant’s  place,  “  unto  death,”  thus  far,  and  that  death  “  even  the  death  of  the 
cross.”  most  shameful  and  torturing  death.  See  Matt.  xxvi.  39,  42;  John  x.  18;  Heb.  v.  8,  xii.  2. 
“Wherefore” — in  view  of  what  he  had  done.  “  Highly  exalted  him” — in  one  sense  he  could  be 
made  no  higher,  being  equal  and  one  with  the  Father,  but  as  God  manifest  in  the  flesh,  as  Mediator, 
he  was  thus  exalted,  bearing  both  natures,  human  and  divine.  “  At  the  name  ” — better,  in  the  name 
of  “Jesus,”  which  means  Saviour,  “  every  knee  should  bow.”  Only  by  him  can  any  man  come  to 
God  ;  he  is  the  Way  ;  he  is  the  Intercessor.  Hence  all  prayer  is  in  Jesus’  name.  We  “  confess  ” 
the  points  here  made  by  Paul  in  the  Creed.  Let  “  every  tongue  ”  join  in  it!  And  let  every  life 
live  them  and  so  also  confess  them  !  “Always  obeyed  ” — that  is,  obeyed  God,  his  word.  “  My 
presence,”  Paul  had  established  this  church  at  Philippi  on  his  second  missionary  tour,  A.  D.  51,  and 
had  visited  them  several  times  afterwards.  See  Acts  xvi.  and  xx.  1-6.  “  Work  out” — carry  out, 

accomplish,  not  work  for.  “For” — gives  a  reason.  We  must  work  with  God  when  he  works  for  us. 
“  Of  his  good  pleasure  ” — it  is  his  good  pleasure  to  “  work  in  ”  us  the  willing  and  doing  what  is 
right.  Philippi  was  in  Macedonia,  named  after  the  king  Philip,  its  founder.  It  was  the  first  Euro¬ 
pean  city  to  hear  the  preaching  of  the  gospel,  so  far  as  the  record  goes.  This  letter  was  written  in 
the  fall  of  A.  D.  62,  by  Paul,  in  prison  at  Rome. 


CENTRALTEXT. — Verses  4  and 
5.  Commit  to  memory. 


LESSON  TAUGHT— How  to  be 

Christ-like. 


GOLDEN  TEXT. —  “Let  this 
mind  be  in  you,  which  was  also  in 
Christ  Jesus.”  Verses. 


SCRIPTURE  READINGS. 

M  Acts 

T.  Phil. 

xvi. 

i. 

W. 

ii. 

TH. 

iii. 

F. 

iv. 

SAT.  Rom 

viii.  1-18. 

S.  Phil. 

i.-iv. 
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Col.  iii.  16-25. 


PRACTICAL 

16.  Let  the  word  of  Christ  dwell  m  you  richly  in  all 
wisdom ;  teaching  and  admonishing  one  another  in 
psalms,  and  hymns,  and  spiritual  songs,  singing  with 
grace  in  your  hearts  to  the  Lord. 

17.  And  whatsoever  ye  do  in  word  or  deed,  do 
all  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  giving  thanks 
to  God  and  the  Father  by  him. 

18.  Wives,  submit  yourselves  unto  your  own  husbands, 
as  it  is  fit  in  the  Lord. 

19.  Husbands,  love  your  wives,  and  be  not  bitter 
against  them. 

20.  Children,  obey  your  parents  in  all  things  :  for  this 
is  well  pleasing  unto  the  Lord. 


RELIGION. 

21.  Fathers,  provoke  not  your  children  to  anger,  lest 
they  be  discouraged. 

22.  Servants,  obey  in  all  things  your  masters  according 
to  the  flesh  ;  not  with  eye-service,  as  men-pleasers  ;  but 
in  singleness  of  heart,  fearing  God  : 

23.  And  whatsoever  ye  do,  do  it  heartily,  as  to  the 
Lord,  and  not  unto  men  ; 

24.  Knowing  that  of  the  Lord  ye  shall  receive  the  re¬ 
ward  of  the  inheritance  :  for  ye  serve  the  Lord  Christ. 

25.  But  he  that  doeth  wrong  shall  receive  for  the  wrong 
which  he  hath  done  :  and  there  is  no  respect  of  persons. 


QUESTIONS  ON  THE  LESSON. 


GENERAL  RULE. 

1.  With  what  exhortation  does  our  lesson  begin? 

What  is  “  the  word  of  Christ?”  Meaning  of  let¬ 
ting  it  “  dwell  in  you  richly?” 

2.  Meaning  of ‘‘teaching  and  admonishing?”  Who  were 

to  do  this?  In  what  way?  Does  this  refer  to 
public  meetings,  or  private  and  home  gatherings, 
or  both  ? 

3.  If  the  word  of  Christ  dwells  in  us.  what  may  be  ex¬ 

pected  from  our  lips,  according  to  Luke  vi.  45? 

4.  How  is  the  general  teaching  of  the  lesson  given  in 

verse  17?  To  what  all  does  this  rule  apply? 
Meaning  of  “  do  all  in  the  name  of  the  Lord 
Jesus?”  With  what  spirit  are  we  to  do  this? 
Compare  Eph.  v.  20  and  1  Thess.  v.  18. 

5.  What  do  we  read  in  1  Cor.  x.  31  ?  What  is  there 

that  is  not  affected  by  the  word  of  Christ  dwelling 
in  one  richly  ? 

PARTICULAR  APPLICATIONS. 

6  How  many  particular  applications  of  Christianity 
are  given  here  ? 


7.  What  is  said  to  wives  ?  What  reason  is  given  ? 

8.  What  is  said  to  husbands  ? 

9.  What  to  children  V  How  far  are  children  to  obey 

their  parents  ?  What  reason  is  given?  Does  this 
refer  only  to  little  children  ? 

10.  What  is  said  to  fathers  ?  Meaning  of  this?  What 

reason  is  given? 

11.  What  is  said  to  servants?  Meaning  of  “  masters 

according  to  the  flesh?”  How  are  servants  not  to 
act?  Meaning  of  “  eye  service?”  How,  on  the 
contrary,  should  they  act,  and  why? 

12.  Meaning  of  verse  23?  I'hey  were  to  be  influenced  by 

what  knowledge  ?  (Verse  24.)  Meaning  of  “the 
reward  of  the  inheritance?”  Compare  1  Pet. 
1.4. 

13.  Compare  last  part  of  verse  24  with  1  Cor.  vii.  22, 

and  explain  ? 

14.  What  law  is  laid  down  in  verse  25?  From  whom 

shall  he  receive  ?  When  ?  Meaning  of  last  part 
ot  verse  25  ? 


COLLATERAL  Questions. — Who  wrote  this  letter — when — to  whom — what  other  letters  have  we,  written  at  same 
time — which  one  is  this  most  like — any  facts  about  the  Colossian  Church — any  lesson  here  about  matter  and  manner 
of  our  singing — how  did  our  Lord  and  his  Apostles  treat  civil  and  social  institutions  which  they  found  existing? 


CENTRAL  TEXT.—  Verse 
Commit  to  memory. 


LESSON  TAUGHT  —Christian¬ 
ity  enters  and  controls  all  relations  of 
life. 


GOLDEN*  TEXT. —“And  what¬ 
soever  ye  do,  do  it  heartily,  as  to  the 
Lord,  and  not  unto  men.”  Verse  23. 


SCRIPTURE 

READINGS. 

M.  Colossians  i. 

T. 

ii. 

w. 

iii  and  iv. 

TH. 

Philemon. 

F.  Ephesians 

i.  and  ii. 

SAT. 

iii.  and  iv. 

S. 

v.  and  vi. 

BRIEF  NOTES.— “  The  word 
of  Christ” — both  what  he  spake, 
and  what  is  divinely  spoken 
about  him  ;  the  gospel,  which 
centres  about  Christ.  “  Dwell 
in  you” — as  in  a  temple;  there 
find  lodgment.  “  Richly”  — 
abundantly.  “  In  all  wisdom” 
— thisphrase  goes  with  what  fol¬ 
lows  ;  the  semicolon  better 
stand  before  it.  “Teaching” — 
to  produce  knowledge  and  faith. 
“Admonishing” —  to  produce 


repentance  and  godly  fear.  The  means  of  so  doing  are  “  psalms,  hymns  and  spiritual  songs,”  all 
kinds  of  proper  singing.  This  probably  refers  to  home  and  social  gatherings  as  well  as  to  more 
formal  public  services.  “  Singing  in  your  hearts”  seems  to  refer  to  a  quiet,  individual  heart-praise 
to  God.  “  Do  all  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus” — let  a  sense  of  his  right  in  you  and  in  all  things, 
and  a  regard  for  his  honor  and  glory,  characterize  all  your  activities.  “  Giving  thanks” — the  Scrip¬ 
tures  make  much  of  hearty  and  constant  thanksgiving.  Its  directions  make  a  happy,  singing  Chris¬ 
tian.  “  By  him” — Jesus  is  the  only  way  of  approach  to  God.  “  Wives,  submit” — with  a  loving 
sense  of  propriety,  according  to  God's  ordinance.  Compare  Eph.  v.  21-24.  “  As  it  is  fit  in  the  Lord” 

— among  those  who  are  in  Christ.  “  Husbands,  love  *  *  and  be  not  bitter” — what  happiness  there 
would  be,  if  families  would  begin  and  continue  in  obedience  to  these  precepts  !  “  Children,  obey” — 
and  this  does  not  mean  only  little  children.  “  In  all  things” — of  course  if  parents’  commands  in¬ 
volve  a  violation  of  our  Heavenly  Father’s  commands,  we  must  rather  obey  him.  But  such  cases 
are  not  contemplated  here.  “  Fathers,  provoke  not” — this  is  very  suggestive,  and  includes 
mothers,  too,  in  its  scope.  Parents  are  to  be  thoughtful  for  their  children  and  patient  with  them, 
not  unkind  and  unjust.  “  Lest  they  be  discouraged” — it  is  to  be  feared  many  become  discouraged 
by  neglect  and  rough  treatment.  “Servants,  obey” — Christ  and  his  Apostles  did  not  interfere  with 
existing  civil  and  social  institutions,  but  taught  such  principles  as  would  rectify  all  abuses.  “Mas¬ 
ters  according  to  the  flesh” — earthly  masters,  having  bodily  but  not  spiritual  control.  “  Eye-ser¬ 
vice”— a  service  that  depends  on  being  watched.  “Singleness  of  heart” — honesty,  freedom  from 
duplicity.  “The  reward  of  the  inheritance” — that  reward  which  is  the  inheritance  of  all  saints, 
bond  or  free.  “  The  Lord  Christ”  is  the  master  of  all,  and  will  call  all  to  account,  and  “  he  that 
doeth  wrong,”  whether  it  be  master  or  servant,  “shall  receive”  punishment  for  the  wrong  when 
God  shall  give  every  man  according  to  his  deeds.  “  And  there  is  no  respect  of  persons”  with  him  ; 
he  respects  character  only.  Otherwise  he  regards  all  alike.  This  letter  was  written  by  Paul,  then 
a  prisoner  at  Rome,  about  same  time  as  Ephesians  (which  it  is  most  like)  and  Philemon,  viz.,  fall 
of  A.  D.  62.  The  Colossian  Church  was  made  up  mostly  of  Gentiles.  Philemon,  Archippus  and 
Epaphras  lived  there.  Singing  seems  to  have  been  an  early  feature  of  Christian  life,  and  was  not 
confined  to  the  Psalms  of  David  ! 
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1  Thess.  iv.  13-18. 


THE  COMING 

13.  But  I  would  not  have  you  to  be  ignorant,  brethren, 
concerning  them  which  are  asleep,  that  ye  sorrow  not, 
even  as  others  which  have  no  hope. 

14.  For  if  we  believe  that  Jesus  died  and  rose 
again,  even  so  them  also  which  sleep  in  Jesus 
will  God  bring  with  him. 

15.  For  this  we  say  unto  you  by  the  word  of  the  Lord, 
that  we  which  are  alive  and  remain  unto  the  coming  of 
the  Lord,  shall  not  prevent  them  which  are  asleep. 


OF  THE  FORD. 

16.  For  the  Lord  himself  shall  descend  from  heaven 
with  a  shout,  with  the  voice  of  the  archangel,  and  with 
the  trump  of  God  :  and  the  dead  in  Christ  shall  rise  first : 

17.  Then  we  which  are  alive  and  remain  shall 
be  caught  up  together  with  them  in  the  clouds, 
to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air  :  and  so  shall  we  ever 
be  with  the  Lord. 

18.  Wherefore  comfort  one  another  with  these  words. 


QUESTIONS  ON  THE  LESSON. 


1.  Who  are  meant  by  “  them  which  are  asleep?" 

Compare  John  xi.  n  ;  Acts  vii.  60;  1  Cor.  xv. 
18,  20. 

2.  Show  how  sleep  is  a  good  figure  to  represent 

death  ? 

3.  What  seems  to  have  troubled  the  Thessalonian 

Christians  respecting  their  dead  ?  What  was  the 
object  of  the  part  of  Paul’s  letter  which  forms 
our  lesson? 

4.  Why  did  he  want  them  to  know  about  this  matter  ? 

Were  they  not  to  sorrow  at  all  ?  Who  did  sorrow  ? 
Why  ? 

5.  Who  is  the  example  and  “first-fruits"  of  how  it 

will  be  with  the  believing  dead  ?  What  is  the 
argument  here  given? 

6.  What  is  the  teaching  as  to  whether  death  separates 


7.  How  did  Paul  know  what  to  tell  the  Thessalonians 

about  this  matter? 

8.  Meaning  of  the  statement  in  verse  15?  Did  Paul 

know  when  the  coming  of  the  Lord  would  be  ? 
See  Matt.  xxiv.  36  ;  1  Thess.  v.  2. 

9.  Of  what  are  we  sure  about  it?  James  v.  8. 

10.  On  that  great  day  what  will  happen  from  heaven  ? 

11.  What  will  happen  from  the  earth  ? 

12.  What  will  happen  to  all  believers  then,  whether  they 

had  died  before  or  not  ? 

13.  What  will  be  the  final  result? 

14.  To  what  use  were  the  Thessalonians  to  put  these 

teachings?  To  what  additional  use  may  we  also 
put  them  ? 

the  believer  from  Jesus?  Compare  Rom.  viii. 
38,  39,  and  2d  Lesson  of  this  quarter. 


COLLATERAL  Questions. — What  several  instances  of  special  revelation  to  the  Apostle  Paul  (see  Acts  ix.  1-9  and 
references  ;  1  Cor.  ix.  1,  xi.  23,  xv.  8  ;  2  Cor.  xii.  1-4  ;  verse  15) — what  did  we  learn  in  4th  lesson  of  this  quarter 
about  what  should  happen  at  the  last  trump — what  was  said  by  the  angels  when  Jesus  ascended  (Acts  i.  11) — what 
is  said  in  Rev.  i.  7 — does  our  lesson  refer  to  all  classes  in  and  under  the  earth  at  the  time  of  our  Lord’s  coming — 
contrast  these  Christian  views  of  the  dead  with  heathen  views — to  whom  was  this  letter  written — by  whom — when 
— did  he  write  any  other  letter  to  the  same  church — what  occasioned  the  second  letter — what  should  be  our  feeling 
with  respect  to  the  coming  of  the  Lord  ? 


CENTRAL  TEXT.— Verses  14 
and  17.  Commit  to  memory. 


LESSON  TAUGHT,— Not 

sorrow  for  them  that  are  asleep. 


GOLDEN  TEXT— “And  so  shall 
we  ever  be  with  the  Lord."  Verse 
17- 


SCRIPTURE  READINGS. 


M. 

T. 

W. 

TH 

SAT.  1  Cor, 
S. 


i  Thess.  i.  and  ii. 

“  iii.  and  iv. 


v. 


2  Thess.  i.  and  ii. 
iii. 

xv.  1-28. 

“  29-58. 


BRIEF  NOTES.— “I  would 
not  have  you  to  be  ignorant  ” — 
the  Bible  teaches  us  things  of 
which  we  could  know  nothing 
without  it;  and  teaches  all  that 
we  need  to  know  to  be  saved 
and  to  feel  safe.  The  heathen, 
living  round  about  these  Chris¬ 
tians  of  Thessalonica,  were  ig¬ 
norant  about  the  dead.  “Them 
which  are  asleep  ’’ — this  means 
the  believing  dead,  Christians 
who  had  died.  Sleep  is  called 


the  image  of  death.  It  is  a  good  illustration  of  death,  because  it  indicates  continued  existence  and 
that  there  will  be  a  waking.  It  also  indicates  peaceful  rest.  “  That  ye  sorrow  not  " — so  that  you 
will  not  be  sorry  for  those  that  sleep,  as  though  their  lot  was  a  hard  one.  “  Others  which  have  no 
hope  "  of  a  resurrection,  the  heathen  around  you,  may  do  this  ;  but  you  know  better.  When  Chris¬ 
tian  friends  are  taken  away  there’s  no  reason  to  sorrow  for  them ,  though  we  may  for  ourselves, 
bereaved.  The  basis  of  Christian  hope  is  in  Jesus  ;  as  he  “  died  and  rose  again,"  so  his  disciples, 
though  they  die,  shall  rise  again.  They  are  to  follow  him  even  to  glory  ;  they  are  one  with  him. 
“  Which  sleep  in  Jesus  ’’ — that  is,  whose  death  through  Jesus  is  a  peaceful  sleep.  We  may  take  the 
words  “  in  lesus  ”  as  qualifying  the  following  verb,  and  it  will  mean  that  through  Jesus  God  will 
raise  the  dead  when  Jesus  appears  again  “  with  him  ” — with  Jesus.  “  By  the  word  of  the  Lord  ” 
— this  phrase  indicates  a  special  revelation  to  the  writer  on  this  subject.  “  We  which  are  alive  and 
remain,"  etc. — we  need  not  suppose  that  Paul  felt  assured  that  the  Lord  would  come  during  his 
life-time  or  that  of  those  to  whom  he  was  writing.  On  the  contrary,  he  knew  the  time  was  un¬ 
known  to  any  man,  might  come  sooner  or  later  ;  and  he  uses  the  first  person  quite  indefinitely, 
meaning  thereby  whoever  would  be  then  found  alive.  We  are  taught  to  be  always  looking  for  that 
day,  that  is,  counting  on  it  and  ready  for  it.  In  his  next  letter  to  these  people,  Paul  reproves  them 
for  taking  his  words  in  a  wrong  sense  and  neglecting  their  daily  duties  in  a  vain  and  false  looking 
for  the  comingof  the  Lord.  “  Prevent  " — get  the  advantage  of,  get  before  and  hinder.  They  seem 
to  have  thought  the  dead  would  be  at  a  disadvantage  over  the  living  at  the  coming  of  the  Lord. 
Paul  says  it  is  not  so.  Whether  we  live  or  die  we  are  the  Lord’s,  and  he  will  look  after  us. 
“  With  a  shout  (or  command),  with  the  voice  of  the  archangel  and  with  the  trump  of  God  "—these 
three  statements  we  may,  probably,  take  as  referring  to  the  same  thing.  Compare  Ex.  xix.  16  ; 
Ps.  xlvii.  5 ;  Zcch.  ix.  14  ;  1  Cor.  xv.  52.  “  Shall  rise  first  " — that  is,  before  the  things  stated  imme¬ 

diately  afterwards.  This  lesson  says  nothing  about  the  wicked  dead  ;  and  refers  entirely  to  the 
point  of  difficulty  the  Thessalonians  had  about  the  disadvantages  of  their  dead,  as  stated  above. 
“  To  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air  " — in  the  upper  regions.  “  Ever  be  with  the  Lord  " — in  heaven.  This 
letter  was  written  from  Corinth,  A.  D.  52,  and  is  the  oldest  of  Paul’s  letters  that  we  have. 
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TIIE  AUGSBURG  LESSON  BOOK. - 


3d  Quarter. 
Lesson  XXXVII. 


INTERNATIONAL  BIBLE  LESSONS. 


Sept.  14,  1819. 

i  Tim.  vi.  6-i6. 


THE  CHRISTIAN 

6.  But  godliness  with  contentment  is  great 
gain. 

7.  For  we  brought  nothing  into  this  world  and 
it  is  certain  we  can  carry  nothing  out. 

8.  And  having  food  and  raiment,  let  us  be  there¬ 
with  content. 

9.  But  they  that  will  be  rich  fall  into  tempta¬ 
tion,  and  a  snare,  and  into  many  foolish  and  hurt¬ 
ful  lusts,  which  drown  men  in  destruction  and 
perdition. 

10.  For  the  love  of  money  is  the  root  of  all  evil  : 
which  while  some  coveted  after,  they  have  erred 
from  the  faith,  and  pierced  themselves  through 
with  many  sorrows. 

ti.  But  thou,  O  man  of  God,  flee  these  things  ;  and 
follow  after  righteousness,  godliness,  faith,  love,  pa¬ 
tience,  meekness. 


IN  THE  WORLD 

12.  Fight  the  good  fight  of  faith,  lay  hold  or/  eternal 
life,  whereunto  thou  art  also  called,  and  hast  professed  a 
good  profession  before  many  witnesses. 

13.  I  give  thee  charge  in  the  sight  of  God,  who  quick- 
eneth  all  things,  and  before  Christ  Jesus,  who  before 
Pontius  Pilate  witnessed  a  good  confession  ; 

14.  That  thou  keep  this  commandment  without  spot, 
unrebukable,  until  the  appearing  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ : 

15.  Which  in  his  time,  he  shall  show,  7uho  is  the 
blessed  and  only  Potentate,  the  King  of  kings,  and 
Lord  of  lords  ; 

16.  Who  only  hath  immortality,  dwelling  in  the  light 
which  no  man  can  approach  unto;  whom  no  man  hath 
seen,  nor  can  see  ;  to  whom  be  honor  and  power  ever¬ 
lasting.  Amen.  * 


QUESTIONS  ON  THE  LESSON. 


CONTENTMENT. 

1.  What  two  things  are  coupled  in  our  lesson?  What  is 

said  of  them  taken  together?  Does  it  mean  for 
this  world  or  the  world  to  come  ? 

2.  What  is  said  of  our  coming  into  this  world  ?  Of  our 

going  out?  How  are  both  these  ideas  expressed 
in  Job  i.  21  ?  In  respect  of  what  do  we  come  and 
go  thus  empty  ? 

3.  What  will  content  a  Christian  in  this  world  ?  What 

is  implied  in  “  having  food  and  raiment?”  What 
is  it  to  be  content? 

4.  Who  are  contrasted,  in  verse  9,  with  contented  peo¬ 

ple?  Who  are  “  they  that  will  be  rich?”  Into 
what  do  they  fall  ?  How  so?  What  is  the  dan¬ 
ger  to  which  they  expose  themselves?  All,  for 
what  ? 

5.  What  is  said  of  the  love  of  money  ?  How  so  ? 

6.  What  is  said  of  some  who  had  set  their  affections  on 

money  making? 


GODLINESS. 

7.  What  is  Paul’s  advice  to  Timothy  about  these  things  ? 

What  does  he  call  him  ?  What  should  he  follow  ? 
Meaning  of  this  advice? 

8.  What  fight  should  he  diligently  engage  in  ?  Why  Is 

it  called  a  fight?  How  do  we  attain  eternal  life,  as 
here  indicated  ?  How  was  it  known  that  Timothy 
was  a  Christian  soldier?  What  should  follow  a 
profession  or  enlistment  ? 

9.  What  solemn  charge  does  Paul  give  Timothy  ?  Who 

are  called  to  witness  it?  What  is  said  respectively 
of  these  witnesses  ? 

10.  What  great  event  would  end  the  Christian  fight  and 

testimony  in  this  world  ?  When  will  this  occur? 

11.  What  is  God  called  in  verse  15?  Meaning  of  these 

titles  ? 

12.  What  three  things  are  said  of  him,  verse  16?  Mean¬ 

ing  of  each  of  these  statements  ? 

13.  With  what  doxology  does  our  lesson  end?  What  is 

a  doxology  ?  Meaning  of  “  Amen  ?” 


Collateral  Questions. — Author  of  this  letter — to  whom  addressed — when  written — whence — who  was  Tim¬ 
othy — what  does  Paul  usually  call  him,  and  why — how  was  Paul  an  example  of  the  lesson's  teaching  (Phil.  iv.  11- 
13) — difference  between  “  them  that  will  be  rich”  and  the  rich — examples  in  the  Scriptures  of  money-loving  men 
— of  Christian  rich  men — what  false  quotation  of  verse  10,  first  clause,  is  often  heard — what  assurance  of  all  things 
needful  has  the  godly  man  (Matt.  vi.  33 ;  Heb.  xiii.  5)  ? 


CENTRAL  TEXT.- 

10.  Commit  to  memory. 


LESSON  TAUGHT. 

estimate  of  life. 


-Verses  6- 


-  A  right 


GOLDEN  TEXT.— “They  are 
not  of  the  world,  even  as  I  am  not  of 
the  world.”  John  xvii.  16. 


SCRIPTURE  READINGS. 

M.  1  Tim. 

T. 

i. 

ii. 

W. 

111. 

TH. 

iv. 

F. 

V. 

SAT.  " 

vi. 

S. 

i-vi. 

BRIEF  NOTES. — There  were 
false  teachers  who  wanted  to 
make  the  profession  of  religion 
a  means  of  gain,  a  gainful  trade. 
Paul  warns  against  these,  while 
at  the  same  time  he  takes  occa¬ 
sion  to  say  that  “godliness” 
coupled  with  “  contentment”  is 
“great  gain.”  He  means  here 
chiefly  for  this  world.  The  con¬ 
tented  Christian  has  more  to 
make  him  happy,  that  is,  more 
real  riches,  than  anybody  else. 


To  such  an  one  the  Spirit  says,  All  things  are  yours.  Verse  7  refers  to  things  outside  of  ourselves. 
“  Food  and  raiment”  implies  what  is  needful,  and  excludes  what  is  luxurious.  “  They  that  will  be 
rich” — that  want  to  be  rich,  and  make  that  their  object  in  life.  “  Fall  into  temptation” — to  run 
risks,  to  be  dishonest,  to  neglect  God,  and  their  souls.  “  Lusts” — desires.  “  Destruction” — seems 
to  refer  to  this  life,  and  “  perdition”  to  the  life  to  come.  “  The  love  of  money” — not  money,  as  we 
often  hear  this  falsely  quoted  ;  it  is  setting  our  affections  on  gain,  and  making  means  an  end,  that  is 
the  evil  thing.  “  Root  of  all  evil  ” — there  is  nothing  evil  which  it  does  not  lead  to.  It  is  a  bad  root, 
and  can  bring  forth  only  bad  fruit.  “Coveted  after” — desired,  reached  forth  to.  “Erred  from  the 
faith  ” — departed  from  godly  principles.  Every  newspaper,  almost,  brings  illustrations  of  this  les¬ 
son.  How  many  have  fallen  in  the  mad  race  for  riches  !  How  many  are  still  going  the  same  way  ! 
“  O  man  of  God  ” — a  title  applicable  to  every  godly  man.  “  These  things  ” — the  love  of  money  and 
the  courses  it  involves.  “  Righteousness  ”  etc. — godly  character,  in  brief.  “  Faith  ”  has  to  “fight” 
against  those  old  enemies,  the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil,  a  trinity  of  evil  forces.  “  Eternal 
life,”  provided  for  us,  will  never  be  ours  unless  we  “  lay  hold”  of  it  as  the  Bible  teaches.  “  Called” 
— by  the  gospel.  “  Quickeneth  ” — giveth  life  to.  “Potentate” — a  title  of  power.  God  is  sovereign 
over  all.  Other  “  kings”  and  “  lords”  are  under  him.  “  Only  hath  immortality” — that  is,  hath  it 
by  nature  ;  in  whom  only  immortality  inheres.  If  possessed  by  others,  it  comes  from  him. 
“  Which  no  man  can  approach  unto” — in  his  own  feeble  natural  powers.  “  Amen” — this  word  puts 
the  seal,  as  it  were,  to  what  is  said  ;  it  means  verily,  and  is  generally  interpreted  as  a  prayer,  so  be  it. 
It  is  used  at  other  places,  as  well  as  at  the  end  of  a  prayer  or  letter,  and  is  not  a  mere  finis.  This  let¬ 
ter  was  written  by  Paul,  after  his  first  imprisonment  at  Rome,  from  some  place  in  Macedonia,  to 
Timothy,  then  in  charge  of  the  church  at  Ephesus.  Its  date  is  the  summer  of  67  A.  D.  The  second 
letter  to  Timothy  was  written  the  next  spring,  A.  D.  68,  shortly  before  Paul’s  death  at  Rome, 
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3d  Quarter 

Lesson  XXXVIII. 


INTERNATIONAL  BIBLE  LESSONS. 


September  21,  1879» 

Titus  iii.  1-9. 


THE  CHRISTIAN  CITIZEN. 


1.  Put  them  in  mind  to  be  subject  to  principali¬ 
ties  and  powers,  to  obey  magistrates,  to  be  ready 
to  every  good  work, 

2.  To  speak  evil  of  no  man,  to  be  no  brawlers, 
but  gentle,  showing  all  meekness  unto  all  men. 

3  For  we  ourselves  also  were  sometime  foolish,  dis¬ 
obedient,  deceived,  serving  divers  lusts  and  pleasures, 
living  in  malice  and  envy,  hateful,  and  hating  one  an¬ 
other. 

4.  But  after  that  the  kindness  and  love  of  God  our 
Saviour  toward  man  appeared, 

5.  Not  by  works  of  righteousness  which  we  have 
done,  but  according  to  his  mercy,  he  saved  us,  by  the 
washing  of  regeneration,  and  renewing  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  ; 


6.  Which  he  shed  on  us  abundantly  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Saviour ; 

7.  That,  being  justified  by  his  grace,  we  should  be 
made  heirs  according  to  the  hope  of  eternal  life. 

8.  This  is  a  faithful  saying,  and  these  things  I 
will  that  thou  affirm  constantly,  that  they  which 
have  believed  in  God  might  be  careful  to  main¬ 
tain  good  works.  These  things  are  good  and  pro¬ 
fitable  unto  men. 

9.  But  avoid  foolish  questions,  and  genealogies,  and 
contentions,  and  strivings  about  the  law  :  for  they  are 
unprofitable  and  vain. 


QUESTIONS  ON  THE  LESSON. 


1.  Who  is  speaking  in  this  lesson?  To  whom?  About 

whom  ? 

2.  Of  what  duty  was  he  to  put  them  in  mind  ?  Who 

were  their  rulers  at  this  time?  How  were  they 
disposed  toward  them? 

3.  What  had  Paul  said  to  the  Romans  on  this  subjjct? 

Rom.  xiii.  i.  What  had  Jesus  said  to  the  Jews 
on  it?  See  “  Golden  Text.” 

4.  What  five  things  are  enjoined,  after  the  reference  to 

magistrates  ?  Meaning  of  each  of  these  injunc¬ 
tions  ? 

5.  For  what  do  the  following  verses  (from  verse  3)  give 

a  reason  2  What  is  the  reason,  in  general  ? 

6.  Whose  character  is  described  in  verse  3  ?  What  was 

it? 

7.  What  does  the  Apostle  speak  of  as  the  turning 

point,  and  occasion  of  a  new  and  different  charac¬ 
ter? 


8.  What  is  God  here  called  ?  How  did  he  not  save  us  ? 

According  to  what  did  he  save  us  ? 

9.  By  what  means  did  God  save  us?  Meaning  of  “  the 

washing  of  regeneration  V*  Of  the  “  renewing  of 
the  Holy  Ghost?”  On  this  consult  John  iii.  3-5; 
Eph.  v.  26 ;  1  Pet.  iii.  21 ;  Acts  xxii.  16 ;  and 

Matt,  xxviii.  19,  20. 

10.  What  is  said  of  the  Holy  Ghost  in  versed?  What 

alone  made  this  gift  and  man’s  renewal  possible  ? 

11.  How  is  man  justified  ?  What  are  the  justified  made  ? 

How?  Compare  John  i.  12. 

12.  Is  such  justification  against  the  necessity  of  good 

works  ?  What  is  taught  about  good  works  here 
(verse  8)  ?  Why  does  a  justified  person  need  to 
maintain  good  works  ? 

13.  What  is  said  of  the  things  enjoined  in  this  lesson  ? 

How  so  ? 

14.  What  were  believers  to  avoid  ;  and  why?  Explain. 


COLLATERAL  Questions. — By  whom  was  this  letter  written — when — whence — to  whom — who  was  he — general 
mrpose  of  the  letter — character  of  the  Cretans — origin  of  their  church — teaching  of  the  Augsburg  Confession  on 
ustification  (Art.  iv) — on  New  Obedience  (Art.  vi) — on  Good  Works  (Art.  xx)  ? 


CENTRAL  TEXT.— Verses  1,  2 
and  8.  Commit  to  memory. 

LESSON  TAUGHT.—' The  work¬ 
ings  of  the  new  life  in  Christ  Jesus. 

GOLDEN  TEXT.  —  “  Render 
therefore  unto  Cesar  the  things 
which  are  Cesar’s ;  and  unto  God 
the  things  that  are  God’s.”  Matt, 
xxii.  21. 


SCRIPTURE  READINGS. 

Titus  i. 


M. 

T. 

VV. 

TH. 

F. 


111. 

Rom.  xiii. 

Matt.  xxii.  15-22. 
SAT.  1  Peter  ii. 

S.  Titus  i.-iii. 


BRIEF  NOTES.— “  Put  them 
in  mind” — that  is,  the  Cretan 
Christians.  The  Cretans  had 
not  a  good  reputation  and  were 
disposed  to  be  insurrectionary. 
They  needed  such  a  reminder. 
“To  be  subject”  —  to  submit. 
“  Principalities  and  powers’-L=- 
the  government  authorities. 
The  island  was  under  the  do¬ 
minion  of  the  Romans,  of  whom 
Nero  was  then  the  Emperor. 
“  Ready  to  every  good  work” — 
such  a  character  makes  a  good  citizen;  and  Christianity  produces  such  character.  It  is,  then,  the 
best  ally  of  good  government.  “  Speak  evil  of  ” — defame.  “No  brawlers” — not  contentious,  quar¬ 
relsome.  “Meekness” — mildness,  the  opposite  of  passionateness.  “To  all  men” — even  to  unbe¬ 
lievers.  “  For” — this  word  introduces  a  reason  for  the  previous  directions.  “  We  ourselves” — 
consider  what  we  were  and  would  be,  were  it  not  for  God’s  grace  ;  it  is  that  that  makes  us  to  differ. 
Paul  includes  himself;  for  he  here  sets  forth  the  natural  character  of  the  unrenewed  heart.  “Fool¬ 
ish” —  without  right  understanding.  “Disobedient”  —  lawless.  “Deceived”  —  going  astray. 
“Serving  divers  (various)  lusts  (desires)  and  pleasures” — not  a  Christian  service.  “Living  in 
malice  (evil  disposition)  and  envy”  at  others’  good.  “  But” — here  comes  in  a  new  note,  a  change, 
inaugurated  by  “the  kindness  and  love  of  God  our  Saviour.”  “  Not  by  works”  but  in  “  mercy,” 
pity,  he  saved  us.  “By” — indicates  the  means.  “The  washing” — the  laver.  “Of  regeneration” 
— renewing,  new  birth  and  character,  and  that  from  above,  carried  on  by  the  daily  “  renewing  of  the 
Holy  Ghost.”  Baptism  is  the  washing,  and  the  Spirit  is  therein  given  and  will  produce  and  carry 
on  the  new  life,  if  not  thwarted.  His  coming  “abundantly”  was  based  on  the  work  of  ‘-Jesus 
Christ  our  Saviour.”  “Grace”  is  over  against  works  ;  and  we  are  made  “heirs”  by  adoption  into 
God’s  family,  through  receiving  his  only-begotten  Son.  Nevertheless  “  faithful”  and  true  as  is 
this  “  saying,”  it  is  necessary  for  all  Christians  to  ever  live  in  the  practice  of  “  good  works,” 
which  are  as  surely  the  outgrowth  of  faith  as  the  shining  of  the  sun  results  from  his  presence  in 
the  sky.  “  Foolish  questions” — seeking  into  things  that  are  of  no  account  for  life  or  godliness. 
“  Genealogies” — family  records.  The  Jews  were  scrupulous  about  these.  “  Contentions  and  striv¬ 
ings  about  the  law” — useless,  captious  disputes.  Man’s  life  is  too  short,  and  too  much  depends 
upon  it,  to  spend  its  strength  in  what  is  “  unprofitable  and  vain.”  This  letter  was  written  in  the 
fall  of  67  A.  D.  from  Ephesus,  by  Paul  the  Apostle,  to  Titus  who  was  set  over  the  churches  in 
Crete,  a  large  island  in  the  Mediterranean  Sea.  Its  purpose  was  to  direct  and  assist  the  pastor  in 
teaching  and  regulating  those  churches.  They  were  disposed  to  despise  the  Romans  because  they 
were  heathen.  See  Acts  ii.  11  ;  2  Cor.  viii.  23  ;  Gal.  ii.  3. 
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Lesson  XXXIX. 


Sept.  28,  1879. 
REVIEW. 


RESPONS1V E  READING. 


Supt. — Peace  I  leave  with  you,  my  peace  I  give  unto 
you  :  not  as  the  world  giveth,  give  I  unto  you.  John 
xiv.  27. 

School — Therefore  being  justified  by  faith,  we  have 
peace  with  God  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Rom. 
v.  1 . 

Supt.— The  Lord  is  on  my  side  ;  I  will  not  fear.  Ps. 
cxviii.  6. 

School — If  God  be  for  us,  who  can  be  against  us? 
Rom.  viii.  31. 

Supt. — Though  I  speak  with  the  tongues  of  men  and 
angel€,  and  have  not  charity,  I  am  become  as  sounding 
brass  or  a  tinkling  cymbal.  1  Cor.  xiii.  1. 

School — And  now  abideth  faith,  hope,  charity,  these 
three  :  but  the  greatest  of  these  is  charity.  1  Cor-  xiii.  13. 

Supt. — If  a  man  die  shall  he  live  again?  Job.  xiv.  14. 

School — Jesus  said  unto  her,  I  am  the  resurrection,  and 
the  life :  he  that  believeth  in  me,  though  he  were  dead, 
yet  shall  he  live.  John  xi.  25. 

Supt. — How  shall  they  hear  without  a  preacher? 
Rom.  x.  14. 

School — We  pray  you  in  Christ’s  stead,  be  ye  reconciled 
to  God.  2  Cor.  v.  20. 

Supt. — Let  us  not'  be  weary  in  well  doing :  for  in  due 
season  we  shall  reap  if  we  faint  not.  Gal.  vi.  9. 

School — Be  not  deceived  ;  God  is  not  mocked  :  for 


whatsoever  a  man  soweth,  that  shall  he  also  reap.  Gal. 
vi.  7. 

Supt. — Fight  the  good  fight  of  faith.  1  Tim.  vi.  12. 

School — Put  on  the  whole  armor  of  God  ;  that  ye  may 
be  able  to  stand  against  the  wiles  of  the  devil.  Eph.  vi.  11. 

Supt. — Mind  not  high  things,  but  condescend  to  men 
of  low  estate.  Rom.  xii.  16. 

School — Let  this  mind  be  in  you  which  was  also  in 
Christ  Jesus.  Phil.  ii.  5. 

Supt. — Do  all  things  without  murmurings  and  disput- 
ings. — Phil.  ii.  14. 

School — And  whatsoever  ye  do,  do  it  heartily,  as  to  the 
Lord,  and  not  unto  men.  Col.  iii.  23. 

Supt. — I  will  come  again  and  receive  you  unto  myself. 
John  xiv.  1,- 

School — And  so  shall  we  ever  be  with  the  Lord.  1 
Thess.  iv.  17. 

Supt. — For  our  conversation  is  in  heaven.  Phil.  iii.  20. 

School — They  are  not  of  the  world,  even  as  I  am  not 
of  the  world.  John  xvii.  16. 

Supt. — The  powers  that  be  are  ordained  of  God. 
Rom.  xiii.  1. 

School — Render  therefore  unto  Cesar  the  things  which 
are  Cesar’s  ;  and  unto  God  the  things  that  are  God’s. 
Matt.  xxii.  21. 


QUESTIONS  ON  THE  LESSON. 


From  what  books  of  the  Bible  were  our  lessons  taken,  this  quarter? 
From  how  many  of  them  ?  Name  these?  Who  wrote  them  all? 

What  were  the  titles  of  the  lessons  from  Romans  ? 

How  have  we  peace  with  God?  What  fundamental  doctrine  was 
set  forth  in  that  lesson  ?  When  and  by  whom  was  that  doctrine 
brought  anew  to  people’s  minds  ? 

In  what  does  the  security  of  believers  consist  ?  How  do  all  things 
work  for  them?  What  is  the  argument  for  this  from  God’s  not 
sparing  his  own  Son  ?  Whom  may  the  believer  challenge?  What 
is  his  shout  of  triumph  ? 

Where  did  we  find  the  praises  of  love  set  forth  ?  What  kind  of  love  ? 
What  about  its  necessity  ?  Its  characteristics  ?  Its  permanence  ? 

Where  did  we  find  the  Christian’s  victory  over  death  set  forth  ? 
What  part  of  the  Christian  cannot  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God  ? 
Why  not?  What  will  become  of  this  part  of  him  ? 

What  doctrine  is  here  involved  and  taught?  To 
whom  belongs  the  praise  for  this  ? 

How  many  letters  of  Paul  to  the  Corinthians  have 
we  ?  What  lesson  had  we  from  the  second  one  ? 

What  is  the  constraining  power  in  all  true  minis¬ 
ters  of  Christ?  What  will  they  preach  concerning 
God’s  new-creating  love?  What  terms  of  friend¬ 
ship  are  they  commissioned  to  proclaim  ?  What 
are  ministers  here  called? 

In  what  letter  is  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  described? 

What  is  there  said  to  be  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  ? 

What  is  the  use  of  it  ?  What  was  said  about  sow¬ 
ing  and  reaping  ?  14. 

Where  is  the  Christian  armor  described?  What 
about  the  need  of  it?  With  what  must  it  be  ac¬ 
companied  ?  According  to  this  letter,  what  is  life  ? 

Where  did  we  learn  about  the  mind  of  Christ?  In 
what  was  it  shown?  Shown  to  be  what?  Why 
thus  brought  to  our  attention?  Whet  hope  is  set 
before  him  who  has  the  mind  of  Christ? 


SCRIPTURE  READINGS. 

M. 

Rom.  v.  1-10 ;  viii.  28-39. 

T. 

1  Cor.  xiii.  1-13. 

w. 

“  XV. 

TH. 

2  Cor.  v.  14-21. 

F. 

Gal.  v.  22-26;  vi.  1-0. 

SAT.  Eph.vi.  10-20;  Phil.  ii.  1-13. 

s. 

Col.  iii.  16-25  ;  1  Thess.  iv. 

13-18;  1  Tim.  vi.  6-16; 
Titus  iii.  1-9. 

What  is  the  use  of  true  religion  ?  What  general  rule 
of  Christian  life  did  Paul  give  the  Colossians? 
What  particular  applications  of  religion  to  life  did 
he  make? 

To  whom  did  Paul  write  about  the  coming  of  the 
Lord?  What  did  he  say  about  the  dead  at  his 
coming?  About  those  who  would  be  living  at 
that  time  ?  How  many  letters  of  his  to  these  peo¬ 
ple  have  we  ? 

What  two  things  are  to  characterize  the  Christian  in 
the  world  ?  What  about  those  who  live  to  get 
rich  ?  Wrhat  is  better  than  money  ?  Why  ? 

How  many  letters  of  Paul  to  Timothy  have  we? 
Who  was  Timothy?  Who  was  Titus? 

What  is  the  duty  of  a  Christian  citizen  toward  the 
civil  government?  Whence  comes  governmental 
authority?  What  rule  did  our  Saviour  give? 
Matt.  xxii.  21.  What  must  believers  be  careful  to 
maintain  before  God  and  men? 
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4th.  Quarter. 
Lesson  XL. 


INTERNATIONAL  BIBLE  LESSONS. 


October  5,  1879. 

Heb.  iv.  14-16';  v.  1-6. 


OBR  GREAT  HIGH  PRIEST. 


14.  Seeing  then  that  we  have  a  great  high 
riest,  that  is  passed  into  the  heavens,  Jesus  the 
on  of  God,  let  us  hold  fast  our  profession. 

15.  For  we  have  not  an  high  priest  which  cannot 
be  touched  with  the  feeling  of  our  infirmities  ; 
but  was  in  all  points  tempted  like  as  we  are,  yet 
without  sin. 

16.  Let  us  therefore  come  boldly  unto  the 
throne  of  grace,  that  we  may  obtain  mercy,  and 
find  grace  to  help  in  time  of  need. 

V.  1.  For  every  high  priest  taken  from  among  men  is 
ordained  for  men  in  things  pertaining  to  God,  that  he 
may  offer  both  gifts  and  sacrifices  for  sins  : 


2.  Who  can  have  compassion  on  the  ignorant,  and  on 
them  that  are  out  of  the  way ;  for  that  he  himself  is  also 
compassed  with  infirmity. 

3.  And  by  reason  hereof  he  ought,  as  for  the  people,  so 
also  for  himself,  to  offer  for  sins. 

4.  And  no  man  taketh  this  honor  unto  himself,  but  he 
that  is  called  of  God,  as  was  Aaron. 

5.  So  also  Christ  glorified  not  himself  to  be  made  a 
high  priest ;  but  he  that  said  unto  him,  Thou  art  my 
Son,  to-day  have  I  begotten  thee. 

6.  As  he  saith  also  in  another  place.  Thou  art  a  priest 
for  ever  after  the  order  of  Melchisedec. 


QUESTIONS  ON  THE  LESSON. 


HIS  GREATNESS  AND  SYMPATHY. 

1.  With  what  exhortation  is  our  lesson  introduced? 

Meaning  of  it?  Reason  for  the  exhortation? 

2.  Name  of  this  high  priest?  Who  was  he?  What 

two  things  are  said  of  him  ? 

3.  Why  do  men  need  a  high  priest  ?  What  was  the 

office  of  the  high  priest  among  the  Hebrews  ? 
What  reference  to  this  is  there  in  the  first  verse  of 
our  lesson. 

4.  But  is  not  this  great  high  priest  too  great  to  deal 

with  and  heip  us  ?  Meaning  of  “  be  touched  with 
the  feeling  of  our  infirmities?'*  What  reason  is 
given  for  his  being  able  to  sympathize  with  us  ? 
Wherein  was  he  not  like  us  ? 

5.  What  is  God’s  throne  here  called?  Why?  How 

are  we  exhorted  to  come  to  it ?  Why?  What  for? 


HIS  APPOINTMENT  AND  CONTINUANCE 

6.  Whence  were  the  Hebrew  high  priests  taken?  For 

whom  appointed  ?  For  what?  In  what  did  these 
“gifts  and  sacrifices’’  consist?  Why  were  they 
offered  ? 

7.  What  ability  had  such  a  high  priest?  Why  was  he 

thus  able  ? 

8.  What  need  of  his  own  had  he  ?  Did  Christ  have  this 

need  ?  How  so  ? 

9.  How  was  the  office  of  high  priest  originated?  Who 

first  filled  it?  What  right  concerning  it  had 
nobody  ? 

10.  What  is  said  of  Christ's  not  assuming  his  high 

priestly  office?  Who  appointed  him  a  high 
priest  ?  Who  was  that  ? 

11.  Of  what  order  was  Christ  a  high  priest?  Meaning 

of  this  ?  What  is  the  “  Golden  Text?  " 


COLLATERAL  Questions.  To  whom  was  this  letter  written — bv  whom — what  its  object — what  signet  was  upon 
the  high  priest’s  forehead — what  in  the  tabernacle  represented  Goa's  throne — what  do  we  know  about  Melchisedec 
— in  what  nature  did  Jesus  pass  into  the  heavens? 


CENTRAL  ITEXT.  — Verses  14- 
16.  Commit  to  memory. 


LESSON  TAUGHT.— The  en¬ 
couragement  we  have  from  the  char¬ 
acter  and  office  of  Christ. 


GOLDEN  TEXT.— “Seeing  he 
ever  liveth  to  make  intercession  for 
them.”  Heb.  vii.  25. 


SCRIPTURE  READINGS. 

M. 

Hebrews  i. 

T. 

“  ii. 

W. 

“  iii. 

TH. 

“  iv. 

F. 

“  V. 

SAT. 

“  vi. 

S. 

“  vii. 

BRIEF  NOTES.— For  “see¬ 
ing  then  that  we  have,”  read 
having  therefore.  In  distinction 
above  all  others  this  high  priest 
is  “great.”  Whereas  other 
high  priests  passed  through  the 
veil  into  the  most  holy  place, 
this  one  has  “passed  into 
(through)  the  heavens”  into 
the  very  presence  of  God  him¬ 
self.  His  name  is  “Jesus,” 
same  name  as  Joshua  ;  that 
leader,  however,  led  into  only 
an  earthly  Canaan,  this  one  into 
the  heavenly.  For  he  is  “  the  Son  of  God  ”  that  thus  fills  the  office  of  high  priest  for  us.  Nor  need 
we  be  afraid  of  his  greatness,  for  he  is  not  one  who  “  cannot  be  touched  with  the  feeling  of  ” — is  not 
able  to  sympathize  with — “  our  infirmities,”  our  weaknesses,  of  whatever  kind.  For  he  took  our 
nature  upon  him,  and,  after  having  been  “  in  all  points  tempted  like  as  we  are,”  he  still  bears  that 
nature,  which,  withal,  was  “  without  sin,”  and  in  this  different  from  us.  So  that,  with  a  high  priest 
as  sympathizing  as  he  is  great,  we  may  “  come  boldly  ”  to  God’s  throne  of  power  and  find  it  a 
“  throne  of  grace,”  of  helpful  favor.  “  To  help  in  time  of  need  ”  is  more  concisely  and  exactly  ren¬ 
dered  for  tunely  aid.  “Taken  from  among  men,”  according  to  the  Levitical  law.  “Ordained” 
means  simply  appointed.  “  Both  gifts,”  of  whatever  kind,  “  and  sacrifices,”  bloody  offerings — the 
occasion  of  all  of  these  being  “  sins,”  and  there  being  the  necessity  of  a  mediator  to  “  offer  ”  them. 
“The  ignorant  and  erring,” — one  class,  not  two,  representing  sinners.  “  Infirmity,”  weakness 
like  that  for  which  he  offers  propitiation.  “  By  reason  hereof  ” — because  of  this.  “The  people  ”  and 
“himself”  were  alike  of  a  sinful  nature.  The  holiness  which  he  wore  on  his  forehead  as  a  signet 
was  typical.  Verse  4  indicates  that  this  office  was  not  one  of  human  choice  or  self  assumption,  but 
of  divine  appointment.  “  He  that  said  unto  him,”  etc. — that  is,  God  the  Father,  Almighty.  “  After 
the  order  of  Melchisedec” — a  new  order,  not  Levitical  or  typical,  but  real  and  eternal.  For  the 
meaning  of  Melchisedec  and  the  reference  to  him  here,  see  chap,  vii.,  and  Genesis  xiv.  17-20.  The 
first  part  of  the  name  means  king  and  the  second  part  righteousness :  he  was  priest-king  of  Salem, 
which  means  peace . 

The  author,  date,  place  of  writing,  and  particular  persons  to  whom  written,  of  this  letter,  cannot 
be  certainly  determined.  Different  opinions  exist  as  to  who  was  the  author,  the  majority  naming 
either  Paul  or  Apollos.  There  is  no  doubt  of  its  being  an  inspired  letter,  by  whomsoever  written. 
It  is  written  by  title  to  “the  Hebrews,”  and  its  contents  justify  this  title.  Its  object  is  to  show 
the  superiority  of  the  Gospel  to  the  former  covenant. 
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4th  Quarter, 
lesson  XII. 


INTERNATIONAL  BIBLE  LESSONS. 


October  12,  1879. 
Heb.  ix.  i— 12. 


THE  TYPES  EXPLAINED. 


1 .  Then  verily  the  first  covenant  had  also  ordinances  I 
of  divine  service,  and  a  worldly  sanctuary. 

2.  For  there  was  a-  tabernacle  made  ;  the  first,  wherein 
7 vas  the  candlestick,  and  the  table,  and  the  shewbread  ; 
which  is  called  the  sanctuary. 

3.  And  after  the  second  vail,  the  tabernacle  which  is  1 
called  the  holiest  of  all  ; 

4.  Which  had  the  golden  censer,  and  the  ark  of  the  [ 
covenant  overlaid  round  about  with  gold,  wherein  zuas  I 
the  golden  pot  that  had  manna,  and  Aaron’s  rod  that 
budded,  and  the  tables  of  the  covenant; 

5.  And  over  it  the  cherubim  of  glory  shadowing  the  I 
mercy  seat ;  of  which  we  cannot  now  speak  particularly. 

6.  Now  when  these  things  were  thus  ordained,  the 
priests  went  always  into  the  first  tabernacle,  accom¬ 
plishing  the  service  0/  God. 

7.  But  into  the  second  went  the  high  priest  alone  once 
every  year,  not  without  blood,  which  he  offered  for  him¬ 
self,  and  /or  the  errors  of  the  people  ; 


8.  The  Holy  Ghost  this  signifying,  that  the  way 

into  the  holiest  of  all  was  not  yet  made  manifest, 
while  as  the  first  tabernacle  was  yet  standing: 

9.  Which  was  a  figure  for  the  time  then  present, 
in  which  were  offered  both  gifts  and  sacrifices, 
that  could  not  make  him  that  did  the  service 
perfect,  as  pertaining  to  the  conscience  ; 

10.  Which  stood  only  in  meats  and  drinks,  and 
divers  washings,  and  carnal  ordinances, imposed 
on  them  until  the  time  of  reformation. 

11.  But  Christ  being  come  a  high  priest  of  good 
things  to  come,  by  a  greater  and  more  perfect 
tabernacle,  not  made  with  hands,  that  is  to  say, 
not  of  this  building  ; 

12.  Neither  by  the  blood  of  goats  and  calves, 
but  by  his  own  blood  he  entered  in  once  into  the 
holy  place,  having  obtained  eternal  redemption 

for  us. 


QUESTIONS  ON 


THE  LESSON. 


1.  Title  of  this  lesson  ?  Meaning  of  “  the  types  ?" 

2.  What  is  meant  by  “  the  first  covenant?"  What  did 

it  have?  Meaning  of  “ordinances  of  divine 
service  ?"  Of  a  “  worldly  sanctuary  ?" 

3.  Into  how  many  parts  was  the  old  tabernacle  divided  ? 

What  were  these  called  ?  What  separated  them  ? 

4.  What  was  in  “the  sanctuary?"  What  is  meant 

here  by  “the  golden  censer?"  What  was  its 
place  ? 

5.  What  was  in  “  the  holiest  of  all?"  What  was  the 

most  prominent  thing  there?  What  were  the 
“  cherubim  ?" 

6.  Who  alone  were  allowed  to  enter  the  first  tabernacle, 

or  sanctuary  ?  How  often  ?  Why  did  they  go  in  ? 

7.  Who  alone  was  allowed  to  go  into  the  holiest  of  all? 

Hew  often?  What  must  he  have  with  him? 
What  for? 


8.  What  was  signified  by  all  this  ?  Who  so  taught  ? 

9.  What  is  said  of  the  purpose  of  the  tabernacle?  Mean¬ 

ing  of  “  figure"  here  used  ? 

10.  What  is  said  of  the  value  of  the  offerings  there  made? 
Why  not  ?  Why  then  were  they  commanded? 

12.  How  long  were  those  ordinances  to  last  ? 

13.  Who  is  now  contrasted  with  the  high  priests  of  those 

former  days?  What  is  Christ  here  called?  Mean¬ 
ing  of  this  ? 

14.  What  is  said  of  the  tabernacle  where  he  officiates? 

What  is  it  called  in  viii.  2?  In  ix.  24? 

15.  By  what  blood  had  he  a  right  to  appear  there  as  our 

high  priest?  How  often  did  he  thus  enter? 

16.  Why  was  once  sufficient?  What  is  said  of  the  re¬ 

demption  so  purchased? 


COLLATERAL  Questions. — How  many  covenants  are  spoken  of  in  this  connection — what  were  they — how  did 
they  differ — what  was  typified  or  symbolized  by  the  various  parts  and  furniture  of  the  tabernacle — what  were  the 
•rdinary  sanctuary  services — what  was  the  day  called  when  the  high-priest  entered  the  Most  Holy  Place — what 
were  the  ceremonies  of  the  occasion — what  happened  in  the  temple  at  the  moment  Christ  died — what  did  this  signify? 


BRIEF  NOTES.— “The  first 
covenant" — the  dispensation  of 
the  Old  Testament.  “  Ordi¬ 
nances" — ceremonies,  appoint¬ 
ments,  regulations.  “  Divine 
service" — worship.  “Worldly" 
— of  this  world,  external.  “Sanc¬ 
tuary"  means  holy  place.  “  A 
tabernacle"— tent  ;  it  was  di¬ 
vided  into  two  parts,  which 
were  separated  by  a  veil  or 
curtain.  In  “  the  first"  part 
was  the  golden  “  candlestick," 
representing  God  in  his  church  as  the  light  of  the  world  ;  and  “  the  table"  with  the  “  shewbread," 
twelve  loaves  renewed  each  Sabbath  and  signifying  consecration  to  God’s  service.  Just  before 
“  the  second  vail"  stood  the  “golden  censer"  (altar)  of  incense,  representing  the  prayers  of  God’s 
people  going  up  before  the  mercy  seat,  which  yet  was  hidden  behind  the  vail.  “The  ark  of  the 
covenant,"  the  top  of  which  was  “the  mercy  seat,’  ’  was  the  principal  object  in  the  most  holy  place. 
It  contained  “the  tables  of  the  covenant,"  the  Ten  Commandments.  The  first  covenant  was  “  He 
that  doeth  these  things  shall  live  by  them,"  a  covenant  of  works.  Yet  its  ordinances  foreshadowed 
the  covenant  of  grace.  The  pot  of  manna  and  Aaron’s  rod  (Num.  xvii.)  were  memorials.  The 
“  cherubim"  were  representations  of  angels  standing  above,  bending  over,  and  so  “  shadowing” 
the  mercy  seat.  “Always" — every  day,  continually.  The  ceremonies  of  the  great  day  of  Atone¬ 
ment  may  be  learned  from  the  Scripture  Readings.  “  Not  without  blood" — for  without  the  shed¬ 
ding  of  blood  there  is  no  remission.  Sin  takes  the  life.  The  first  tabernacle  and  all  its  appoint¬ 
ments  was  “a  figure,"  an  object  lesson,  used  by  the  Holy  Ghost  to  teach  the  people.  It  was 
temporary.  The  offerings  its  services  required  could  not  satisfy  the  “conscience;"  they  were 
“  carnal,"  external,  and  of  value  only  as  typifying  something  to  come.  Through  the  types  which 
print  this  page  truths  are  signified,  brought  to  the  readers’  mind.  So  God  used  the  tabernacle 
service  :  it  signified  the  truth,  but  was  not  the  truth  itself.  “  The  time  of  reformation" — time  of 
actually  setting  things  right,  that  is,  gospel  times.  The  tabernacle  of  which  Christ  is  the  High 
Priest  is  heaven  itself.  The  blood  he  offers  is  “  his  own,"  a  perfect,  sinless  sacrifice:  no  figure  here, 
but  fact,  the  truth  itself.  This  needs  to  be  offered  but  “once,"  for  the  redemption  it  secures  is 
“  eternal."  The  way  to  heaven  is  now  open.  Follow  Christ,  and  enter  in  ! 


CENTRAL  TEXT.— Verses  8-12. 
Commit  to  memory. 


LESSON  TAUGHT.  — In  the 

New  Testament  we  have  the  sub¬ 
stance  of  the  Old  Testament  types. 


GOLDEN  TEXT.— “For  by  one 
offering  he  hath  perfected  forever 
them  that  are  sanctified."  Heb.  x.  14. 


SCRIPTURE  READINGS. 

M.  Hebrews  viii. 

T.'  “ 

W.  “  x. 

TH.  Ex.  xxix. 

F.  “  xxx.  1-10. 

SAT.  Levit.  xvi. 

S.  Matt,  xxvii.  51 ;  Acts  i.  1-9. 
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4th  Quarter. 
Lesson  XJLII. 


INTERNATIONAL  BIBLE  LESSONS. 


October  19,  1ST9. 

Heb.  xi.  1-10. 


THE  TRIUMPHS  OF  FAITH. 


1.  Now  faith  is  the  substance  of  things  hoped 
for,  the  evidence  of  things  not  seen. 

2.  For  by  it  the  elders  obtained  a  good  report. 

3.  Through  faith  we  understand  that  the  worlds  were 
framed  by  the  word  of  God  ;  so  that  things  which  are 
seen  were  not  made  of  things  which  do  appear. 

4.  By  faith  Abel  offered  unto  God  a  more  excellent 
sacrifice  than  Cain,  by  which  he  obtained  witness  that 
he  was  righteous,  God  testifying  of  his  gifts  :  and  by  it  he 
being  dead  yet  speaketh. 

5.  By  faith  Enoch  was  translated  that  he  should  not 
see  death  ;  and  was  not  found,  because  God  had  translated 
him  :  for  before  his  translation  he  had  this  testimony, 
that  he  pleased  God. 

6.  But  without  faith  it  is  impossible  to  please 
him:  for  he  that  cometh  to  God  must  believe  that 


he  is,  and  that  he  is  a  rewarder  of  them  that  dili¬ 
gently  seek  him. 

7.  By  faith  Noah,  being  warned  of  God  of  things  not 
seen  as  yet,  moved  with  fear,  prepared  an  ark  to  the  sav¬ 
ing  of  his  house;  by  the  which  he  condemned  the  world, 
and  became  heir  of  the  righteousness  which  is  by  faith. 

8.  By  faith  Abraham,  when  he  was  called  to  go  out 
into  a  place  which  he  should  after  receive  for  an  inher¬ 
itance,  obeyed ;  and  he  went  out,  not  knowing  whither 
he  went. 

9.  By  faith  he  sojourned  in  the  land  of  promise,  as  in 
a  strange  country,  dwelling  in  tabernacles  with  Isaac  and 
Jacob,  the  heirs  with  him  of  the  same  promise  : 

10.  For  he  looked  for  a  city  which  hath  foundations, 
whose  builder  and  maker  is  God. 


QUESTIONS  ON  THE  LESSON. 


1.  Is  the  first  verse  a  definition,  or  description,  of  faith  ? 

Meaning  of  “  substance  ?”  Of  “  evidence  ?”  Of 
the  whole  verse  ? 

2.  Who  are  meant,  verse  2,  by  “  the  elders  ?”  Meaning 

of  “ obtained  a  good  report?”  Of  the  whole 
verse  ? 

3.  How  do  we  know  anything  about  the  origin  of  things 

as  we  see  them  ?  What  do  we  thus  understand 
about  “the  worlds?”  About  the  materials  of 
them  ?  By  what  word  do  we  express  God’s  act  in 
bringing  things  into  being? 

4.  Who  is  the  first  hero  of  faith  mentioned  in  this  list? 

How  was  his  faith  shown  ?  What  constituted  the 
superiority  of  his  sacrifice?  What  testimony  did 
he  receive?  From  whom?  Meaning  of  the  last 
*  clause  of  verse  4  ? 

5.  Who  is  the  next  hero  ?  What  occurred  to  him  ? 


Meaning  of  this?  Why  did  God  thus  deal  with 
him  ?  How  did  he  please  God  ? 

6.  What  is  said  to  be  impossible  ?  What  is  the  first 

step  incoming  to  God  ?  Two  things  to  be  believed  ? 

7.  Who  is  the  next  hero  on  the  list?  What  did  he  do? 

Why  did  he  do  so?  What  present  benefit  did  he 
derive  from  his  faith  ?  What  distinction  did  he 
attain,  as  here  stated  ? 

8.  Who  is  next  spoken  of?  Who  was  he  ?  What  call 

did  he  receive?  How  did  he  treat  it?  What  did 
his  conduct  show  ? 

9.  What  further  showed  Abraham’s  faith  ?  Who  are 

classed  with  him?  What  are  they  called?  By 
what  one  term  are  all  three  sometimes  called  ? 

10.  What  reason  is  given  for  Abraham’s  dwelling  im 
tents?  What  city  was  that? 


COLLATERAL  Questions. — What  is  faith — illustrate  it  in  common  affairs  between  man  and  man — why  is  the 
creation  necessarily  to  be  received  on  or  by  faith— give  the  general  statements  of  the  Bible  about  the  creation — give 
some  account  of  the  sacrifices  respectively  of  Cain  and  Abel — what  is  the  Old  Testament  statement  about  Enoch — 
was  anybody  else  ever  “  translated” — who  will  experience  a  like  change,  according  to  lesson  of  Sept.  7th — whence 
was  Abraham  called — whither — the  believer’s  relation  to  this  earth  (verse  13) — what  did  Christ  say  Abraham  had 
seen  ? 


CENTRALTEXT. — Verses  1  and 
6.  Commit  to  memory. 


SCRIPTURE  READINGS. 


LESSON  TAUGHT. 

and  value  of  faith. 


BRIEF  NOTES.— “  Faith”  is 
belief,  trust ;  in  religion,  taking 
God  at  his  word.  In  the  first 
verse  faith  is  rather  described 
than  defined  ;  its  use  and  value 
are  stated.  “Substance”  — 
ground,  or  confidence,  the  basis. 
“  Things  hoped  for”  and  hence 
“not  seen.”  The  basis  of  ex¬ 
pectation  is  our  belief  in  God’s 
word.  “Evidence”  —  convic¬ 
tion.  Our  firm  conviction  of 
things  not  seen  is  produced  by 
The  eiders” — the  men  of  former  times,  patriarchs,  prophets,  martyrs,  etc.  “  Obtained  a 

Framed” — in  all  their  constitution  and  relations. 

A  more  excellent  sacn- 


-The  nature 


'For  he  en- 


GOLDEN  TEXT.  • 

dured,  as  seeing  him  who  is  invisi¬ 
ble.”  Heb.  xi.  27. 


M. 

T 

W. 

TH. 

F. 

SAT. 

S. 


Hebrews  xi. 

“  xii. 

“  xiii. 

Gen.  i.  ;  John  i.  1-3. 

“  iv.  1-16. 

“  v.  21 — vi.  22. 

“  xii.  1-9;  xiii.  1-4, 14-1 


faith. 

good  report” — were  witnessed,  testified  to 

Verse  3  sets  forth  creation,  things  made  where  there  were  none  before, 
fice” — literally,  a  more  sacrifice,  or  more  of  a  sacrifice.  Its  superiority  consisted  in  the  faith  which 
offered  what  God  had  appointed  to  be  offered,  a  bloody  offering,  not  a  mere  thank-offering  of  fruits. 
“Righteous” — did  what  was  right,  and  accepted  for  his  faith.  “Testifying  of  his  gifts”— rather 
ufon  his  gifts,  perhaps  by  sending  fire  from  heaven  to  consume  them.  This  first  offering  for  sin 
“  yet  speaketh”  and  has  meaning  for  us.  “Translated” — suddenly  changed  and  carried  away.  So 
Elijah  was  carried  off.  “  Must  believe  that  he  is”— must  believe  in  God’s  existence.  “  Is  a  re¬ 
warder” — becomes  a  rewarder.  “Diligently  seek  him” — seek  him  out.  “  Of  things  not  seen” — some 
people  will  believe  only  what  they  see;  consequently  they  don’t  believe  much.  “  Moved  with 
fear”— taking  warning  and  being  on  his  guard.  “  To  the  saving  of  his  house”— this  was  its  imme¬ 
diate  purpose  and  effect.  “Condemned  the  world” — the  world  disregarded  God’s  warnings  ;  Noah’s 
acts  showed  that  he  did  not  side  with  them,  but  believed  God.  “Became  heir,”  inheritor,  the 
person  who  preserved  “  the  righteousness  of  (by)  faith”  among  men.  “  Into  a  place  which  he  should 
after  receive”  but  not  when  he  first  went  to  it.  Still  he  erected  monuments  there,  viz.,  in  Palestine, 
which  showed  he  expected  to  return  and  occupy  the  land.  “  In  tabernacles” — tents,  temporary 
abodes.  “  Isaac  and  Jacob,”  with  Abraham,  are  often  called  the  patriarchs.  “A  city  which  had 
foundations” — unmovable,  abiding.  See  its  foundations  described,  Rev.  xxi.  10-20.  “Builder”— 
architect. 
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4th  Quarter. 
Lesson  XLIIS. 


INTERNATIONAL  BIBLE  LESSONS. 


October  26,  18T9. 

James  ii.  14-26. 


FAITH  AND  WORKS.  ( 

14.  What  doth  it  profit,  my  brethren,  though  a 
man  say  he  hath  faith,  and  have  not  works  ?  can 
faith  save  him  ? 

15.  If  a  brother  or  sister  be  naked,  and  destitute 
of  daily  food, 

16.  And  one  of  you  say  unto  them,  Depart  in 
peace,  be  ye  warmed  and  filled;  notwithstanding 
ye  give  them  not  those  things  which  are  needful 
to  the  body  ;  what  dotkit  profit  ? 

17.  Even  so  faith,  if  it  hath  not  works,  is  dead, 
being  alone. 

18.  Yea  a  man  may  say,  Thou  hast  faith,  and  I  have 
works  :  shew  me  thy  faith  without  thy  works,  and  I  will 
shew  thee  my  faith  by  my  works. 

19.  Thou  believest  that  there  is  one  God  ;  thou  doest 
well :  the  devils  also  believe,  and  tremble. 


REFORMATION  SUNDAY.) 

20.  But  wilt  thou  know,  O  vain  man,  that  faith  without 
works  is  dead? 

21.  Was  not  Abraham  our  father  justified  by  works, 
when  he  had  oftered  Isaac  his  son  upon  the  altar? 

22.  Seest  thou  how  faith  wrought  with  his  works,  and 
by  works  was  faith  made  perfect? 

23.  And  the  Scripture  was  fulfilled  which  saith, 
Abraham  believed  God,  and  it  was  imputed  unto  him  for 
righteousness  :  and  he  was  called  the  Friend  of  God. 

24.  Ye  see  then  how  that  by  works  a  man  is  justified, 
and  not  by  faith  only. 

25.  Likewise  also  was  not  Rahab  the  harlot  justified 
by  works,  when  she  had  received  the  messengers,  and 
had  sent  them  out  another  way? 

26.  For  as  the  body  without  the  spirit  is  dead,  so  faith 
without  works  is  dead  also. 


QUESTIONS  ON  THE  LESSON. 


1.  With  what  question  does  our  lesson  open?  What 

does  the  supposed  person  profess  to  have  ?  What 
is  he  without?  What  further  question  does  the 
writer  ask,  thereupon  ?  Meaning  of  it  ? 

2.  How  does  the  writer  illustrate  the  subject?  What 

sort  of  love  or  religion  would  that  be,  as  set  forth 
in  verse  16?  Comp,  i  John  iii.  18. 

3.  What  is  the  application?  Verse  17.  What  is  the 

“  Golden  Text  V* 

4.  What  then  is  dead  faith?  What  is  living  faith? 

Which  of  these  is  saving  faith  ? 

5.  What  challenge  is  set  forth  in  verse  18  ?  In  what  re¬ 

lation  does  this  put  works  to  faith  ?  Comp.  Matt, 
iii.  8-10. 

6.  What  three  characteristics  of  true  faith  do  you  find 

in  Acts  xv.  9,  1  John  v.  4,  and  Gal.  v.  6  ? 

7.  What  sort  of  faith  are  devils  said  to  have  ?  What 


effect  has  it  on  them  ?  How  was  this  illustrated 
during  Jesus'  ministry?  See  Matt.  viii.  28,  29; 
Mark  i.  23,  24,  v.  7;  Acts  xvi.  17,  xix.  15. 

8.  What  good  does  such  faith  do  either  men  or  devils  ? 

What  is  the  man  who  professes  it  here  called  ? 

9.  Whom  do  we  call  the  father  of  the  faithful?  What  is 

said  here  of  the  proof  of  his  faith  ?  Of  the  connec¬ 
tion  between  his  faith  and  his  works?  Compare 
Heb.  xi.  8. 

10.  What  was  fulfilled  ?  When  was  that  said  ?  Gen. 

xv.  6.  What  was  Abraham  called? 

11.  What  is  the  meaning  of  verse  24  ? 

12.  What  other  illustration  of  true  faith  is  here  given  ? 

Give  a  summary  of  the  history  referred  to  ? 

13.  What  then,  according  to  the  lesson,  is  the  relation  oi 

works  to  faith  ? 


COLLATERAL  Questions. — Who  wrote  this  letter — distinguish  him  from  others  of  the  same  name — why  called  a 
“  general  epistle” — when  was  it  written — how  reconcile  Paul  and  Jameson  this  subject — what  is  the  Protestant 
doctrine  of  justification — the  Romish — with  what  were  the  Reformers  charged  by  the  Papists  in  reference  to  good 
works — what  answer  did  they  make — how  is  the  doctrine  of  Good  Works  set  forth  in  the  Augsburg  Confession 
(Art.  xx.) — compare  this  with  Arts,  iv.,  v.  and  vi. — different  kinds  of  faith  spoken  of  in  the  Bible  ? 


BRIEF  NOTES.  —  “What 
doth  it  profit” — what  is  the  use 
or  benefit.  “Can  faith  save 
him  ?” — that  is,  such  faith  as  he 

Erofesses.  The  question  may 
e  resolved  into,  Is  that  saving 
faith  ?  Verses  15  and  16  sup¬ 
pose  a  case  of  need,  a  very  plain 
case  calling  for  help.  But  all 
the  help  given  is  words,  useless, 
helpless,  hypocritical  words. 
James  saith  that  is  just  as  use¬ 
less  and  hypocritical  which  is 
called  faith  but  is  without  works.  “  Being  alone” — by  itself,  unsubstantiated.  Works  are  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  faith,  just  as  the  pulse  is  the  evidence  of  life.  Where  there  are  no  works,  when  works  are 
possible  and  called  for,  there  is  no  living  faith.  “  Thou  believest  there  is  one  God” — or,  that  God  is 
one.  This  is  an  intellectual  belief,  but  even  “the  devils”  have  it,  and  give  more  evidence  of  it  than 
men  ;  for  they  “tremble,”  shudder,  at  what  they  know  is  coming,  which  many  men  that  believe  in 
God’s  existence  do  not  do.  “Vain” — empty.  “Justified  by  works” — as  explained  in  verse  22.  The 
works  were  the  outcome  and  evidence  of  the  faith.  Because  he  “  believed  God,”  he  did  what  God 
told  him,  “obeyed,”  as  we  learned,  last  lesson.  “Made  perfect” — carried  out  to  completion. 
“Imputed” — reckoned,  counted.  “  Not  by  laith  only” — that  is,  by  such  faith  as  he  is  writing  about, 
dead,  fruitless,  so-called  faith.  In  Rahab’s  case  we  must  be  careful  not  to  approve  anything  but 
her  faith,  and  the  main  fact  that  she  “  received  the  messengers”  of  God’s  people  and  rescued  them 
from  their  enemies.  James  does  not  differ  from  Paul ;  but  these  two  writers  were  engaged  with 
directly  opposite  characters,  the  latter  arguing  against  the  Judaizing  work-righteousness,  and  the 
former  against  the  Antinomian  (disregarding  law)  perverters  of  the  true  doctrine  of  faith.  Faith  with¬ 
out  works,  where  works  are  possible,  is  a  misnomer,  it  is  not  faith.  The  Protestant  doctrine  is  that 
we  are  “  justified  gratuitously  for  Christ’s  sake,  through  faith  ;  ”  but  that  “this  faith  must  bring 
forth  good  fruits,  and  that  it  is  our  duty  to  perform  those  good  works  which  God  has  commanded, 
because  it  is  his  will,  and  not  in  the  expectation  of  thereby  meriting  justification  before  him.”  The 
Romish  doctrine  is  that  Christ’s  merit  perfectly  destroys  only  original  sin,  while  for  the  forgive¬ 
ness  of  actual  sin  God  demands  personal  satisfaction  besides  the  merit  of  Christ.  They  teach, 
moreover,  that  faith  is  an  assent  to  that  which  the  church  teaches.  The  writer  of  this  epistle  was 
James,  the  Just,  president  of  the  church  at  Jerusalem.  Being  not  addressed  to  any  particular  church 
or  persons,  it  is  called  a  “  general”  epistle.  Written  probably  about  62  A.  D. 


CENTRAL  TEXT.— Verses  14- 
17.  Commit  to  memory. 

LESSON  TAUGHT.— What  liv¬ 
ing  faith  is. 

GOLDEN  TEXT.  —  ‘‘For  as 
the  body  without  the  spirit  is  dead, 
so  faith  without  works  is  dead  also.” 
Verse  26. 


SCRIPTURE  READINGS. 

M.  James  i. 

T.  “ 

W.  “  in- 

TH.  “  iv. 

F.  “  v. 

SAT.  Gen.  xv.  ;  xxii.  1-19. 
g,  Josh.  ii.  ;  vi.  17,  22-25. 
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4tli  Quarter. 
Lesson  XLIV. 


INTERNATIONAL  BIBLE  LESSONS. 


November  2,  18T9. 

i  Pet.  ii.  19-25. 


THE  PERFECT  PATTERN. 


19.  For  this  is  thankworthy,  if  a  man  for  conscience 
toward  God  endure  grief,  suffering  wrongfully. 

20.  For  what  glory  is  ii,  if,  when  ye  be  buffeted  for 
your  faults,  ye  shall  take  it  patiently  ?  but  if,  when  ye  do 
well,  and  suffer  for  it,  ye  take  it  patiently,  this  is  ac¬ 
ceptable  with  God. 

21.  For  even  hereunto  were  ye  called:  because  Christ 
also  suffered  for  us,  leaving  us  an  example,  that  ye  should 
follow  his  steps  : 

22.  Who  aid  no  sin,  neither  was  guile  found  in  his 

mouth :  1 


23.  Who,  when  he  was  reviled,  reviled  not  again  ;  when 
he  suffered,  he  threatened  not ;  but  committed  himself  to 
him  that  judgeth  righteously  : 

24.  Who  his  own  self  bare  our  sins  in  his  own  body  on 
the  tree,  that  we,  being  dead  to  sins,  should  live  unto 
righteousness  :  by  whose  stripes  ye  were  healed. 

25.  For  ye  were  as  sheep  going  astray  ;  but  are  now  re¬ 
turned  unto  the  Shepherd  and  Bishop  of  your  souls. 


QUESTIONS  ON  THE  LESSON. 


1.  What  is  praised  in  the  first  verse  of  our  lesson? 

What  two  elements  enter  into  what  is  here  called 
“  thankworthy  ?” 

2.  What  two  things  are  contrasted  in  the  next  verse? 

What  is  said  of  the  first?  Of  the  second  ? 

3.  What  is  said  of  their  calling?  Who  is  referred  to  as 

their  exemplar  and  forerunner?  What  did  he  do 
for  us  ? 

4.  What  is  said  of  his  character  ?  Meaning  of  “  neither 

was'guile  found  in  his  mouth  ?” 

5.  Notwithstanding  this  character,  how  was  he  treated  ? 

How  did  he  meet  such  treatment?  Give  some 
facts  in  his  history,  to  illustrate  this  ? 

6.  To  whom  did  he  commit  his  cause?  What  rule  is 

given  in  Rom  xii.  19-21  ?  When  will  this  right¬ 
eous  judgment  be  executed  ?  Rom.  ii.  16. 

7.  What  explanation  is  given  why,  being  such  in  char¬ 

acter,  he  met  such  treatment?  Meaning  of  “on 
the  tree  ?” 


8.  What  was  the  purpose  of  his  submitting  to  such 

treatment?  Meaning  of  “  dead  to  sins?”  Ot 
“live  unto  righteousness?”  Compare  Eph.  ii. 
1-10. 

9.  What  chapter  of  Isaiah  foretold  the  treatment  Jesus 

would  receive  ?  What  is  here  quoted  by  Peter 
from  it? 

10.  How  is  man's  natural  condition  set  forth  in  verse  25  ? 

Compare  Is.  liii.  6. 

11.  How  is  man’s  renewed  condition  here  set  forth? 

Who  is  this  Shepherd  and  Bishop  of  souls  ? 

12.  What  is  the  Latin  word  for  shepherd  ?  How  is  it 

used  among  us  ?  What  is  the  Greek  word  for 
bishop  ?  Meaning  of  it  ? 

13.  Show  the  fitness  of  applying  these  terms  to  Jesus? 

Compare  John  x.  1-16. 

14.  In  what  light  especially  is  Jesus  held  up  as  our 

pattern  in  this  lesson  ? 


COLLATERAL  Questions. — Who  wrote  this  letter — when — where — to  whom — tell  something  about  the  writer — 
general  design  of  this  letter — have  we  any  other  letters  by  same  writer — compare  2  Thess.  iii.  5,  last  part  (margin) 
and  Rev.  i.  9,  middle  part — value  of  tribulation  (Rom.  v.  3) — what  is  said  in  Heb.  x.  36 — in  Heb.  xii.  1 — how  are 
the  promises  inherited,  according  to  Heb.  vi.  12 — what  is  said  in  James  i.  4 — who  was  the  most  patient  man 
(James  v.  11)  ? 


CENTRAL  TEXT.- 

Commit  to  memory. 


LESSON  TAUGHT-. 

patience. 


-All  of  it. 


"Christian 


SCRIPTURE  READINGS. 


GOLDEN  TEXT.— “  Who  did 

no  sin,  neither  was  guile  found  in 
his  mouth.”  Verse  22. 


M. 

i  Peter 

i. 

T. 

“ 

ii. 

W. 

“ 

iii. 

TH. 

Tames  i 

iv.  and  v. 

F. 

.  2-4 ;  v.  1-11. 

SAT. 

Rev.  i. 

9  :  2,3,19;  iii. 

S. 

1  Peter 

i-v. 

BRIEF  NOTES.— “Thank¬ 
worthy” — the  word  so  rendered 
is  a  noun,  sometimes  rendered 
favor  and  thank;  oftenest  it  is 
rendered  grace.  We  get  the  word 
grace  from  this  Greek  word. 
Christian  patience  is  an  exhibi¬ 
tion  of  God’s  grace.  “Conscience 
toward  God”  is  our  first  and 
highest  motive.  Whether,  there¬ 
fore,  ye  eat  or  drink,  or  whatever 
ye  do,  do  all  to  the  giory  of  God, 
saith  the  Scriptures.  “Endure” 
— bear,  hold  up  under.  “  Suffer¬ 
ing  wrongfully” — just  before  the  Apostle  had  been  addressing  servants,  slaves,  who  are  apt  to  be 
treated  inconsiderately.  Verse  20  contrasts  punishment  for  faults,  the  due  reward  of  wrong  doing, 
with  unjust  affliction.  To  bear  up  under  suffering,  whilst  conscious  of  deserving  better  treatment, 
this  is  difficult  and  an  exhibition  of  grace.  So  God  regards  it,  as  the  words  “  acceptable  with  God” 
show.  “  Hereunto  were  ye  called” — this  is  your  lot,  as  followers  of  Jesus.  So  “Christ  suffered” 
and  was  patient;  and,  besides  the  virtue  of  his  blood,  we  have  his  sublime  “example.”  “His 
steps”  lead  to  glory,  but  also  through  affliction  ;  there  is  a  kingdom,  but  also  patience  (Rev.  i.  9) ;  we 
are  to  “  follow  his  steps”  to  both.  “  Guile”  means  deceit,  and  belongs  to  the  essential  nature  of  sin. 
He  “  did  no  sin,”  yet  he  was  “  reviled.”  But  he  did  not  do  as  others  did  to  him,  but,  forbearing 
threatening,  “  committed  his  cause  to  him  that  judgeth  righteously.”  “  In  his  own  body,”  though 
they  were  not  his  own  sins.  “  On  the  tree” — on  the  cross.  “  Dead  to  sins” — crucified  with  Christ. 
“  Live  unto  righteousness” — risen  with  him  from  the  dead.  The  Latin  for  “shepherd”  is  Pastor, 
and  that  is  the  word  by  which  we  call  ministers  settled  over  congregations,  and  their  position  and 
duties  are  therein  indicated.  The  Greek  for  “  bishop”  is  Episkopos,  and  means  an  overseer.  Both 
Pastor  and  Bishop  are  properly  applied  to  every  minister  settled  over  a  charge,  and  in  it  acting 
under  the  commission  and  eye  of  the  chief  Shepherd  and  Bishop,  Jesus,  the  Christ. 

This  letter  was  written  by  the  Apostle  Peter,  from  Babylon  (v.  13),  sometime  between  63  and  67  of 
our  era.  Chap.  i.  shows  to  whom  addressed.  The  general  design  of  it  is  to  comfort  the  Jews 
under  their  afflictions.  The  immediate  connection  of  our  lesson  is  with  an  admonition  to  servants 
(verse  18),  indicated  by  the  first  word,  “  for.” 
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4tti  Quarter. 
[Lesson  XLV. 


INTERNATIONAL  BIBLE  LESSONS. 


November  9,  1879. 

i  John  i.  i-io, 


THE  PERFECT  SAVIOUR. 


1.  That  which  was  from  the  beginning,  which  we  have 
heard,  which  we  have  seen  with  our  eyes,  which  we 
have  looked  upon,  and  our  hands  have  handled,  of  the 
Word  of  life  ; 

2.  (For  the  life  was  manifested,  and  we  have  seen  it, 
and  bear  witness,  and  shew  unto  you  that  eternal  life, 
which  was  with  the  Father,  and  was  manifested  unto 
us  ;) 

3.  That  which  we  have  seen  and  heard  declare  we 
unto  you,  that  ye  also  may  have  fellowship  with  us  :  and 
truly  our  fellowship  is  with  the  Father,  and  with  his  Son 
Jesus  Christ. 

4.  And  these  things  write  we  unto  you,  that  your  joy 
may  be  lull. 

5.  This  then  is  the  message  which  we  have 
heard  of  him,  and  declare  unto  you,  that  God  is 
light,  and  in  him  is  no  darkness  at  all. 


6.  If  we  say  that  we  have  fellowship  with 
him,  and  walk  in  darkness,  we  lie,  and  do  not  the 
truth  : 

7.  But  if  we  walk  in  the  light,  as  he  is  in  the 
light,  we  have  fellowship  one  with  another,  and 
the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  his  Son  cleanseth  us 
from  all  sin. 

8.  If  we  say  that  we  have  no  sin,  we  deceive  our¬ 
selves,  and  the  truth  is  not  in  us. 

9.  If  we  confess  our  sins,  he  is  faithful  and  just  to  for¬ 
give  us  our  sins,  and  to  cleanse  us  from  all  unrighteous¬ 
ness. 

10.  If  we  say  that  we  have  not  sinned,  we  make  him 
a  liar,  and  his  word  is  not  In  us. 


QUESTIONS  ON  THE  LESSON. 


1.  Who  is  referred  to  in  verse  i?  What  is  he  called 

here  ?  What  is  said  of  his  existence  ?  How  is 
this  expressed  in  John  i.  i  ? 

2.  How  many  qualifications  to  be  a  witness  had  the 

writer,  as  here  stated  ?  What  were  they  ?  What 
opportunity  had  the  writer,  to  possess  such  quali¬ 
fications  as  a  witness  to  the  Saviour  ? 

3.  What  was  manifested?  How?  What  sort  of  life 

was  it  ?  Whence  came  it  ? 

4.  What  use  did  the  writer  make  of  the  knowledge  his 

opportunities  had  afforded  him  ? 

5.  For  what  purpose  did  he  declare  the  truth  as  it  is  in 

Jesus?  Whom  does  he  mean  by  “  us?'’  Mean¬ 
ing  of  “  fellowship  ?”  What  fellowship  did  he, 
in  common  with  believers,  have  ? 

6.  What  result  did  the  writer  anticipate  from  his  de¬ 

claring  and  their  receiving  the  great  truths  of  God 
and  Christ?  verse  4.  Whence  comes  real  joy? 
See  Gal.  v.  22. 

7.  What  message  had  he  to  deliver  in  Jesus’  name? 

8.  When  then  do  we  have  fellowship  with  God?  verse 


7.  What  is  it  to  “  walk  in  the  light?”  What  is 
said  in  John  iii.  20,  2t  ? 

9.  Of  what  are  light  and  darkness,  respectively,  em¬ 
blematic  in  the  Bible? 

10.  What  is  said  of  those  who  profess  fellowship  with 

God  and  yet  walk  in  darkness?  Will  such  pro¬ 
fession  help  them  ? 

11.  What  assurance  is  given  all  those  who  have  fellow¬ 

ship  with  God?  verse  7. 

12.  Suppose  any  one  says  he  nas  no  sin,  is  not  a  sinner? 

13.  What  must  believing  sinners  do?  verse  9.  What  is 

God  engaged  then  to  do?  Is  this  confession  and 
forgiveness  to  be  done  once  for  all,  or  a  few  times 
only,  or  is  it  to  be  constant?  Compare  Matt.  vi. 
H-I5- 

14.  What  is  said  of  any  who  deny  that  they  have 

sinned?  How  do  they  make  God  a  liar? 

15.  What  does  God’s  word  testify  about  every  man  ? 

Compare  1  Kings  viii.  46  ;  2  Chron.  vi.  36;  Prov. 
xx.  9  ;  Eccles.  vii.  20 ;  Rom.  iii.  9-12,  23  ;  James 
iii.  2.  What  then  is  our  only  hope? 


COLLATERAL  Questions. — Who  wrote  this  letter — tell  something  about  him  and  his  history — to  whom  written — 
for  what  purpose — what  else  in  the  Bible  did  he  write — in  what  part  of  our  church  service  do  we  find  several  of  the 
verses  of  this  lesson — difference  between  original  sin  and  actual  sin — between  justification  and  sanctification — how 
does  this  lesson  bear  upon  the  teachings  of  so-called  “  perfectionists  ?” 


CENTRAL  TEXT.  — Verses  5- 
7.  Commit  to  memory. 


SCRIPTURE  READINGS. 


LESSON  TAUGHT. 

ship  with  God. 


■  Fellow 


GOLDEN  TEXT.— “The  blood 
of  Jesus  Christ  his  Son  cleanseth  us 
from  all  sin.”  Verse  7. 


BRIEF  NOTES.  —  “That 
which  was  from  the  beginning” 
— the  connection  and  ii.  13,  14, 
show  that  he  refers  to  a  person. 
That  person  was  the  object  of 
hearing,  seeing  and  touch  on 
the  part  of  the  writer.  Three 
senses  bore  testimony.  “The 
Word” — the  Logos.  Compare 
John’s  Gospel  i.  1,  etc.,  and  “the 
beginning”  there  and  here  and 
in  Gen.i.  1.  “The  life” — source 
of  all  life,  but  here  bearer  of 
‘with  the  Father”  and  came  from  him  to  men,  “  manifested”  in  and 
“Fellowship”  is  communion,  correspondence  of  heart.  “Us” — he 


M. 

T. 

W. 

TH. 

F. 

SAT. 

S. 


1  John  i.  i-ii.  6. 

“  ii.  6-29. 

“  iii.  i-iv.  6. 

John  i.  1-18. 

“  xii.  35-5o- 
James  ii.  14— iii .  18. 
Mark  iii.  17;  John  xix. 
26,  27  ;  xxi.  20-24. 


“  eternal  life.”  This  was 
through  the  Lord  Jesus, 
speaks  as  a  representative  of  believers,  Christians.  “Joy”  is  the  effect  of  fellowship  with  God. 
Fullness  of  joy  is  at  his  right  hand.  “  Heard  of  him” — of  Jesus;  heard  not  so  much  in  a  word  as  in 
his  whole  life’s  teaching.  “No  darkness  at  all” — even  the  sun  has  spots,  but  here  is  perfection. 
Light  and  darkness  respectively  are  emblematic  of  good  and  evil,  God’s  kingdom  and  Satan’s  king¬ 
dom.  To  “walk  in  the  light”  is  to  obey  God’s  word,  keep  his  commandments.  “  Fellowship  one 
with  another” — that  is,  we  and  God  ;  not  we  among  ourselves,  although  this  latter  is  also  true. 
“  The  blood  of  Jesus  Christ” — nothing  else  will  do  it.  “All  sin” — actual  as  well  as  original.  The 
cleansing  is  not  from  all  the  motions  of  sin,  but  from  all  the  guilt  and  pollution.  “  Have  no  sin” — 
are  not  sinners.  “  Faithful”  to  his  promises  ;  “just”  to  his  Son’s  atoning  work.  “  To  forgive”  so 
that  “  unrighteousness”  shall  not  be  laid  to  our  charge.  “  Have  not  sinned” — have  not  followed 
our  perverse  nature  into  sinful  act.  “  Make  him  a  liar” — because  he  has  taught  in  his  word  that 
all  have  sinned  and  come  short  of  God’s  glory.  The  writer  of  this  letter  was  John,  brother  of 
James  and  son  of  Zebedee.  The  two  were  surnamed  “  sons  of  thunder”  by  our  Lord.  John  was 
the  beloved  disciple,  whose  place  was  next  the  Lord  as  they  reclined  at  supper.  He  was  one  of  the 
three  composing  Jesus’  inner  circle  of  friends.  This  letter  was  written  probably  at  Ephesus,  and 
toward  the  close  of  the  Apostle’s  life,  85-90  A.  D.  A  general  letter,  chiefly  for  Gentiles,  it  seems. 
Christian  fellowship,  with  Christ  and  with  one  another,  is  its  general  subject.  Justification  is  an 
act,  acquitting  a  sinner  ;  sanctification  is  a  work,  purifying  his  character  and  life,  and  is  perfected 
only  in  heaven. 
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4t!i  Quarter. 
Lesson  XLVI. 


INTERNATIONAL  BIBLE  LESSONS. 


Nov.  10,  1879. 

i  John  iv.  7-16. 


THE  LOVE  OF  THE  FATHER. 


7.  Beloved,  let  us  love  one  another  :  for  love  is  | 
jf  God  ;  and  every  one  that  loveth  is  born  of  God, 
and  knoweth  God. 

8.  He  that  loveth  not  knoweth  not  God  ;  for 
God  is  love. 

g.  In  this  was  manifested  the  love  of  God  toward 
us,  because  that  God  sent  his  only  begotten  Son 
into  the  world,  that  we  might  live  through  him. 

10.  Herein  is  love,  not  that  we  loved  God,  but 
that  he  loved  us,  and  sent  his  Son  to  be  the  propi¬ 
tiation  for  our  sins. 

11.  Beloved,  if  God  so  loved  us,  we  ought  also 

to  love  one  another.  | 


12.  No  man  hath  seen  God  at  any  time.  If  we  love 
one  another,  God  dwelleth  in  us,  and  his  love  is  perfected 
in  us. 

13.  Hereby  know  we  that  we  dv/ell  in  him,  and  he  in 
us,  because  he  hath  given  us  of  his  Spirit. 

14.  And  we  have  seen  and  do  testify  that  the  Father 
sent  the  Son  to  be  the  Saviour  of  the  world. 

15.  Whosoever  shall  confess  that  Jesus  is  the  Son  of 
God,  God  dwelleth  in  him,  and  he  in  God. 

16.  And  we  have  known  and  believed  the  love  that  God 
hath  to  us.  God  is  love ;  and  he  that  dwelleth  in  love 
dwelleth  in  God,  and  God  in  him. 

I 


QUESTIONS  ON 

1.  How  does  John  address  those  to  whom  he  is  writing? 

What  exhortation  does  he  give  them?  What 
reason  for  it? 

2.  What  does  he  say  of  “every  one  that  loveth?"  Of 

him  “  that  loveth  not?"  How  so?  Meaning  of 
“  God  is  love  ?" 

3.  How  was  God's  love  manifested  toward  us  ?  What 

was  the  purpose  of  God  in  doing  this  ? 

4.  Were  ,we  such  friends  to  God,  that  he  did  this  for 

us?  What  especially  commends  this  act  of  God 
toward  us?  Rom.  v.  8.  What  was  his  Son  sent 
to  do?  Meaning  of  “  propitiation  ?" 

5.  What  is  the  argument  of  verse  11  ?  Does  this  mean 

for  us  to  love  only  the  lovely  ? 

6.  What  is  the  first  statement  of  verse  12  ?  Why  is  this 

said  here?  What  assurance  can  we  have  that  God, 
though  unseen,  dwelleth  in  us  ? 


THE  LESSON. 

7.  How  do  we  know  we  have  fellowship  with  God? 

What  is  the  first  mentioned  fruit  of  that  Spirit? 
Gal.  v.  22. 

8.  What  does  John  say  of  his  qualifications  as  a  witness 

to  God’s  love?  What  special  opportunities  had 
he? 

9.  What  confession  is  an  evidence  of  fellowship  with 

God  ?  What  is  it  to  thus  “  confess?" 

10.  To  what  qualifications  as  witnesses  does  John  again 

refer,  speaking  of  himself  and  the  other  Apostles  ? 
Verse  16.  What  statement  does  he  again  make 
about  God?  About  fellowship  with  God  ?  What 
was  said  in  i.  5-7. 

11.  How  does  Jesus  sum  up  the  whole  of  God’s  law? 

Matt.  xxii.  37-40. 


COLLATERAL  Questions. — Is  the  love  here  spoken  of  love  of  complacency  or  love  of  benevolence — difference 
between  the  two — is  God's  justice  contrary  to  or  an  exhibition  of  his  love — how  so — what  can  God  never,  and  should 
we  never,  love — what  is  the  proof  of  love  (chap.  iii.  18) — how  set  forth  in  Matt.  xxv.  34-45 — what  is  the  Apostle 
John  often  called — what  is  the  main  theme  of  his  letters — tradition  concerning  his  old  age  and  death. 


CENTRALTEXT.- 

Commit  to  memory. 


-Verses  7-1 1. 


LESSON 

of  love. 


TAUGHT  —A  lesson 


GOLDEN  TEXT.— “We  love 
him  because  he  first  loved  us."  1 
John  iv.  19. 


SCRIPTURE  READINGS. 

M. 

i  John  iv.  7-21. 

T. 

“  V. 

w. 

2  John. 

TH. 

3  John. 

F. 

John  xiii.  23-26,  xviii.  15, 
16,  xix.  26,  27,  xx.  2-10. 

SAT.  John  xiii.  31-35,  xv.  Q-14. 

s. 

1  John  i.-v. 

BRIEF  NOTES.— “Beloved" 
— so  he  called  those  to  whom  he 
writes.  He  is  the  beloved  dis¬ 
ciple,  his  theme  is  love,  and  his 
terms  are  affectionate.  Peter 
and  James,  the  other  two  of  the 
Lord’s  inner  circle  of  friends, 
use  this  form  of  address  too. 
“  Love  is  of  God" — is  of  his  na¬ 
ture  and  comes  from  him.  It  is 
the  first  mentioned  (Gal.  v.  22) 
of  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit.  “Born 
of  God" — born  from  above,  a 
new  creature.  “  Knoweth  God" 
God  is  love" — his  character  is 


— the  idea  of  fellowship  is  continued  throughout  this  letter, 
summed  up  in  that  little  word  ;  love  is  not  so  much  an  attribute  as  the  summing  up  of  all  his  attri¬ 
butes.  Let  it  be  remembered,  however,  that  love  is  not  a  weak,  good-and-easy  nature  that  treats 
all  alike,  regardless  of  their  character.  Love  involves  and  includes  justice  and  right.  There  is  love 
of  complacence,  which  takes  pleasure  in  another’s  character  and  works  ;  this  God  has  toward  all 
who  walk  in  the  light,  and  cannot  have,  nor  should  we,  toward  evil  doers  :  then  there  is  love  of 
benevolence,  which  longs  to  do  good  to  and  save  ;  this  God  has,  and  we  should  have,  toward  all 
men.  “  Manifested" — it  existed  from  the  beginning,  but  was  specially  manifested  in  the  gift  of 
God’s  son.  “  Only-begotten" — our  Saviour  is  the  only  begotten  Son,  though  God  has  many  adopted 
sons  (See  John  i.  12).  “  That  we  might  live" — awake  from  the  death  of  sin  and  live  new  lives  and 

find  eternal  life.  “  Not  that  we  loved  God" — the  love  did  not  begin  with  us  ;  God  first  loved  us, 
even  when  we  were  sinners,  enemies  by  wicked  hearts  and  works.  “  Propitiation,’’ — satisfaction. 
Christ  satisfied  the  law,  so  that  God  could  be  just  and  still  the  justifier  of  sinners  who  believed  in 
Jesus.  “We  ought" — if  we  would  be  like  God.  “  No  man  hath  seen  God  at  any  time" — but  here 
is  set  forth  God’s  inherent  nature,  that  he  is  love,  and  manifesting  such  love  we  show  God’s  char¬ 
acter  to  the  world.  Moreover  we  cannot  do  any  good  to  God,  but  we  can  show  our  love  to  him  by 
doing  good  to  his  brethren  (Matt.  xxv.  40,  45).  “  Father,"  “  Son,"  and  “  Spirit"  are  all  spoken  of 
in  this  lesson.  Verses  14  and  16  indicate  the  qualifications  of  John  and  the  other  Apostles  as  wit¬ 
nesses  to  the  truth.  They  saw  the  Son  of  God  and  witnessed  many  exhibitions  of  his  love  “Con¬ 
fess" — with  lips  and  life  ;  own  Jesus  as  their  divine  Saviour.  Mark  with  what  assurance  the  writei 
uses,  oftentimes,  the  word  “  we  know." 

Tradition  says  John  lived  to  a  very  old  age,  and  when  too  feeble  to  walk  to  church  he  was  carried 
thither  and  was  wont  to  say,  “  Little  children,  love  one  another.” 
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4th  Quarter. 

Lesson  XIA  11. 


INTERNATIONAL  BIBLE  LESSONS. 


Nov.  23,  1819. 

Rev.  i.  10-20. 


THE  GLORIFIED  SAVIOUR. 


10.  I  was  in  the  Spirit  on  the  Lord's  day,  and  heard 
behind  me  a  great  voice,  as  of  a  trumpet, 

n.  Saying,  I  am  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  first  and  the 
last :  and,  What  thou  seest,  write  in  a  book,  and  send  it 
unto  the  seven  churches  which  are  in  Asia ;  unto 
Ephesus,  and  un-to  Smyrna,  and  unto  Pergamos,  and 
unto  Thyatira,  and  unto  Sardis,  and  unto  Philadelphia, 
and  unto  Laodicea. 

12.  Andlturnedtoseethevoicethat  spake  with 
me.  And  being  turned,  I  saw  seven  golden 
candlesticks  ; 

13.  And  in  the  midst  of  the  seven  candlesticks 
one  like  unto  the  Son  of  man,  clothed  with  a 
garment  down  to  the  foot,  and  girt  about  the 
paps  with  a  golden  girdle. 

14.  Hishead  and  his  hairs  were  white  like  wool, 
as  white  as  snow  ;  and  his  eyes  were  as  a  flame 
of  fire  ; 

15.  And  his  feet  like  unto  fine  brass,  as  if  they 


burned  in  a  furnace;  and  his  voice  as  the  sound 
of  many  waters. 

16.  And  he  had  in  his  right  hand  seven  stars: 
and  out  of  his  mouth  went  a  sharp  two-edged 
sword  :  and  his  countenance  was  as  the  sun  shin- 
eth  in  his  strength. 

17.  And  when  I  saw  him,  I  fell  at  his  feet  as 
dead.  And  he  laid  his  right  hand  upon  me,  say¬ 
ing  unto  me,  Fear  not  ;  I  am  the  first  and  the  last : 

18.  I  am  he  that  liveth,  and  was  dead;  and, 
behold,  I  am  alive  for  evermore,  Amen  ;  and  have 
the  keys  of  hell  and  of  death. 

19.  Write  the  things  which  thou  hast  seen,  and  the 
things  which  are,  and  the  things  which  shall  be  hereafter; 

20.  The  mystery  of  the  seven  stars  which  thou  sawest 
in  my  right  hand,  and  the  seven  golden  candlesticks. 
The  seven  stars  are  the  angels  of  the  seven  churches  ;  and 
the  seven  candlesticks  which  thou  sawest  are  the  seven 
churches. 


QUESTIONS  ON  THE  LESSON. 


1.  What  was  the  condition  of  the  writer  at  the  time 

spoken  of  here?  Meaning  of  “in  the  spirit?" 
On  what  day  was  it?  Why  so  called  ? 

2.  What  did  John  then  hear?  What  did  the  voice  say  ? 

Where  were  the  churches  referred  to  ?  Why  were 
just  seven  written  to?  Point  out  the  places  on  the 
map,  and  tell  something  about  each  ? 

3.  On  hearing  the  voice  what  did  John  do?  What  did 

he  then  see  ?  What  golden  candlesticks  did  we 
learn  about  in  the  Old  Testament?  What  did  they 
represent?  What  may  we  learn  from  there  being 
seven  candlesticks  here  instead  of  only  one? 

4.  What  did  John  see  besides  the  candlesticks?  Where? 

Who  was  this  ?  Title  of  the  lesson  ? 

5.  How  was  he  clad  and  girt  about?  What  did  this 

signify  ? 

6.  What  is  said  of  his  head  and  hair?  Signification  of 

this?  Of  his  eyes?  What  did  this  signify  ? 

7.  What  is  said  of  his  feet?  Of  his  voice?  What  was 

thereby  signified? 


8.  What  had  he  in  his  right  hand?  What  did  these 

signify? 

9.  What  is  said  of  his  mouth  ?  What  did  this  signify? 

Compare  Heb.  iv.  12.  Of  his  countenance?  What 
is  the  Messiah  called  in  Malachi  iv.  2?  What  was 
said  in  1  John  i.  5  ?  What  did  Jesus  say  of  him¬ 
self  in  John  viii.  12  ? 

10.  How  was  John  affected  at  this  sight?  How  do  you 

explain  this  ?  What  followed,  thereupon  ?  Wnat 
encouraging  word  did  this  person  speak  to  John? 

11.  What  four  statements  of  who  he  was  did  this  won¬ 

derful  person  make?  Meaning  of  each  of  them? 
Of  whom  alone  can  these  four  things  be  said? 
Who  was  it,  then,  that  thus  appeared  to  John  ? 

12.  What  did  he  bid  John  do  ?  Where  have  we  that 

writing  ? 

13.  How  did  the  Saviour  explain  the  mystery  of  the 

seven  stars  ?  What  do  we  understand  by  these 
“  angels  ?"  How  did  he  explain  the  seven  candle¬ 
sticks? 


Collateral  Questions. — Name  of  this  book — who  wrote  it — where — when — purpose  and  use  of  it — style  of  its 

teachings — how  to  be  understood? 


CENTRAL  TEXT —  Verses  12- 
8.  Commit  to  memory. 

LESSON  TAUGHT. —Jesus, 
glorified,  is  still  in  the  midst  of  the 
churches. 

GOLDEN  TEXT. — “  I  am  Alpha 
and  Omega,  the  beginning  and  the 
ending,  saith  the  Lord,  which  is,  and 
which  was,  and  which  is  to  come." 
Rev.  i.  8. 


SCRIPTURE  READINGS. 


1  Tim.  iii.  16. 


M. 

Rev.  i. 

T. 

Dan.  vii. 

W. 

“  X. 

TH. 

Ezek.  i. 

F. 

Zech  iv. 

SAT.  Mark  ix. 

S. 

Acts  i.  1-: 

BRIEF  NOTES.  — “In  the 
Spirit" — in  a  spiritual  ecstasy, 
or  trance,  as  Peter,  in  Acts  x.  10, 
and  Paul,  in  2  Cor.  xii.  1-4.  “The 
Lord’s  day" — here  for  the  first 
time  so  called  ;  elsewhere  called 
the  first  day  of  the  week.  Acts 
xx.  7;  1  Cor.  xvi.  2  ;  John  xx.  19- 
26  show  this  day  to  have  been 
religiously  observed  by  the 
Apostolic  church.  “  As  of  a 
trumpet" — so  heavenly,  super¬ 
natural  voices  are  often  repre¬ 
sented  in  the  Bible  ;  clear  and  loud.  “  Alpha"  and  “  Omega"  are  the  first  and  the  last  letters  of  the 
language  (Greek)  in  which  John  wrote.  “  A  book"  in  *those  days  was  not  just  like  a  book  in  our 
days,  but  answered  the  same  purpose.  “The  seven  churches" — chosen  from  among  others  as 
representative  churches.  “  Asia" — not  the  continent,  but  the  Roman  province  in  the  S.  W.  of  Asia 
Minor,  called  Asia.  For  the  several  places  see  map  and  dictionary.  “To  see  the  voice" — whence 
the  voice  came.  “  Seven  golden  candlesticks" — candlesticks  (lamp-holders)  representing  churches 
as  light-bearers  to  the  world  ;  seven  is  the  perfect  number,  and  these  represent  all  churches.  There 
are  many  churches,  denominations  if  you  please,  but  “  in  the  midst,"  unifying  all,  was  the  “  Son  of 
man,"  the  Saviour.  “  Down  to  the  foot" — as  the  high  priest  was  wont  to  be  clothed.  “  Girt  about 
the  paps  (the  breast)  with  a  golden  girdle,"  like  a  king.  He  is  the  High  Priest  and  King.  “White" 
—representing  splendor  and  purity.  “  Eyes  as  a  flame  of  fire" — penetrating  everywhere,  and  able  to 
destroy.  “  Feet  like  unto  fine  brass" — having  power  to  tread  down  his  enemies  and  fervor  to  go 
about  among  his  people.  “  Voice  as  the  sound  of  many  waters" — mighty,  overpowering.  “  The 
seven  stars"  representing  the  “  angels,"  or  chief  minister  in  each  case,  of  the  seven  churches,  and 
these  were  “  in  his  right  hand  ;"  they  are  his,  he  holds  them.  “  A  sharp  two-edged  sword,"  that  is 
his  word,  went  “  out  of  his  mouth."  “  As  the  sun  shineth  in  his  strength" — too  bright  for  mortal  eye 
to  look  upon.  Hence  John  “  fell  at  his  feet  as  dead,"  overpowered  by  the  grandeur  of  the  vision. 
“  Fear  not" — how  often  that  word  comes  to  believers,  from  their  Saviour  !  “  Was  dead" — it  was 

Jesus,  therefore,  who  thus  appeared  in  glory.  “  The  keys" — so  as  to  let  out  and  shut  in.  “Hell" — 
hades,  place  of  departed  spirits.  John  was  commanded  to  “  write"  the  whole  vision  as  it  proceeded; 
and  this  writing  we  have  in  this  book,  called  Revelation.  This  book  is  of  the  nature  of  the  prophecies  ; 
highly  figurative  and  symbolical.  In  it  the  Spirit  shows  us  things  to  come,  as  Jesus  said  he  would. 
These  things  are  often  not  to  be  understood  until  fulfilled.  There  is  plenty  of  general  teaching  to  be 
derived  from  the  book,  stimulating  hope  and  exciting  fear  ;  whereas  details  of  times  and  manner  are 
not  for  us  to  dogmatize  about.  The  visions  were  seen  and  probably  recorded  in  the  island  of  Patmos 
in  the  Aegean  Sea,  and  bear  date  about  95  A.  D. 
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4tli  Quarter. 
Lesson  XLVIII. 


INTERNATIONAL  BIBLE  LESSONS. 


Nov.  30,  18T9. 

Rev.  iii.  1-13. 


THE  MESSAGE  TO 

1.  And  unto  the  angel  of  the  church  in  Sardis  write; 
These  things  saith  he  that  hath  the  seven  Spirits  of  God, 
and  the  seven  stars  ;  I  know  thy  works,  that  thou  hast  a 
name  that  thou  livest,  and  art  dead. 

.  2.  Be  watchful,  and  strengthen  the  things  which  remain,  1 

that  are  ready  to  die  :  for  I  have  not  found  thy  works 
perfect  before  God. 

3.  Remember  therefore  how  thou  hast  received  and 
heard,  and  hold  fast,  and  repent.  If  therefore  thou  shalt 
not  watch,  I  will  come  on  thee  as  a  thief,  and  thou  shalt 
not  know  what  hour  I  will  come  upon  thee. 

4.  Thou  hast  a  few  names  even  in  Sardis  which  have 
not  defiled  their  garments  ;  and  they  shall  walk  with  me 
in  white  :  for  they  are  worthy. 

5.  He  that  overcometh,  the  same  shall  be  clothed  in 
white  raiment ;  and  I  will  not  blot  out  his  name  out  of 
the  book  of  life,  but  I  will  confess  his  name  before  my 
Father,  and  before  his  angels. 

6.  He  that  hath  an  ear,  let  him  hear  what  the  Spirit 
saith  unto  the  churches. 

7.  And  to  the  angel  of  the  church  in  Philadelphia 
write  ;  These  things  saith  he  that  is  holy,  he  that  is  true, 
he  that  hath  the  key  of  David,  he  that  openeth,  and  no 
man  shutteth  ;  and  shutteth,  and  no  man  openeth  ; 


THE  CHURCHES. 

8.  I  know  thy  works  :  behold,  I  have  set  before  thee 
an  open  door,  and  no  man  can  shut  it :  for  thou  hast  a 
little  strength,  and  has  kept  my  word,  and  hast  not  denied 
!  my  name. 

I  9.  Behold,  I  will  make  them  of  the  synagogue  of  Satan, 
which  say  they  are  Jews,  and  are  not,  but  do  lie  ;  behold, 
I  will  make  them  to  come  and  worship  before  thy  feet, 
and  to  know  that  I  have  loved  thee. 

10.  Because  thou  hast  kept  the  word  of  my  patience,  I 
also  will  keep  thee  from  the  hour  of  temptation,  which 
shall  come  upon  all  the  world,  to  try  them  that  dwell 
upon  the  earth. 

11.  Behold,  I  come  quickly  ;  hold  that  fast  which 
thou  hast,  that  no  man  take  thy  crown. 

12.  Him  that  overcometh  will  I  make  a  pillar  in  the 
temple  of  my  God,  and  he  shall  go  no  more  out :  and  I 
will  write  upon  him  the  name  of  my  God,  and  the  name 
of  the  city  of  my  God,  which  is  new  Jerusalem,  which 
cometh  down  out  of  heaven  from  my  God ;  and  I  will 
write  upon  him  my  new  name. 

13.  He  that  hath  an  ear,  let  him  hear  what  the 
Spiri-t  saith  unto  the  church-s. 


QUESTIONS  ON  THE  LESSON. 


TO  SARDIS. 

1.  To  whom  is  the  first  message  in  our  lesson  addressed  ? 

Who  is  meant  by  “the  angel  of  the  church?” 
Where  and  what  was  Sardis  ? 

2.  How  is  he  here  described  who  sent  these  messages  ? 

Meaning  of  these  terms  ?  Person  meant  thereby  ? 

3.  How  did  God  characterize  this  church?  Meaning 

of  this  ?  What  is  said  at  the  close  of  verse  2  ? 

4.  What  was  the  first  admonition  given  to  this  church  ? 

Meaning  of  it  ?  Second  admonition  ?  What  is 
implied  in  this  ? 

5.  What  is  the  third  admonition  ?  What  warning  in 

case  of  continued  disobedience  ?  For  what  would 
God  “  come  upon”  this  church? 

6.  What  is  further  said  of  a  few  in  Sardis  ?  Meaning 

of  this  ?  What  promise  is  made  to  them  ?  In 
what  sense  are  these  called  “ worthy?” 

7.  To  whom  are  great  promises  made,  verse  5  ?  Over¬ 

cometh  what?  How  many  promises  are  made  to 
him  ?  What  are  they  ?  Meaning  of  each  ? 

8.  Meaning  of  verse  6  ?  That  this  is  appended  to  each 


of  the  several  messages  to  the  churches  teaches  us 
what? 

TO  PHILADELPHIA. 

9.  To  whom  is  the  second  message  of  our  lesson  ad¬ 
dressed?  Where  was  Philadelphia? 

10.  How  is  the  sender  of  these  messages  described  in  this 

letter?  Explain  the  several  terms  used  of  him  ? 

11.  What  things  are  said  commendatory  of  the  church 

in  Philadelphia  ? 

12.  What  of  its  opportunities  ?  Meaning  of  this  ? 

13.  Who  appear  to  have  opposed  this  church  ?  What 

are  they  here  called,  and  why?  What  triumph 
over  them  was  the  church  destined  yec  to  have? 

14.  What  promise  of  protection  did  the  Lord  give  this 

church  ? 

15.  What  incitement  and  exhortation? 

16.  What  is  promised  in  this  letter  to  “  him  that  over¬ 

cometh?”  Meaning,  respectively,  of  these  various 
promises  ? 

17.  How  does  this  letter  conclude  ? 


COLLATERAL  Questions. — How  many  letters  to  the  churches  have  we  in  Revelation — how  many,  and  what 
ones,  commend — reprove — both  commend  and  reprove — compare  these  several  letters  and  show  wherein  they  are 
alike — what  has  become  of  the  seven  churches — of  what  value  are  these  letters  to  us  ? 


CENTRAL  TEXT —Verses  n 
and  13.  Commit  to  memory. 

LESSON  TAUGHT. -The Lord’s 
watchful  care  of  and  loving  warning 
to  the  churches. 

GOLDEN  TEXT.— “Hold  that 
fast  which  thou  hast,  that  no  man 
take  thy  crown.”  Verse  n. 

thief’ — unexpectedly.  “  A  few 

names” — persons.  “Defiled  their  garments” — dishonored  their  profession.  “White”  represents 
the  purity  and  splendor  of  heaven.  “  Worthy” — according  to  God’s  gracious  estimate.  “  He  that 
overcometh” — this  expression,  found  in  all  these  letters  to  the  churches,  indicates  the  Christian  life 
to  be  a  contest.  “  Not  biot  out” — are  there  then  some  blotted  out,  who  were  once  written  there? 
“  I  will  confess” — the  speaker  all  along  is  the  glorified  Saviour.  “  Let  him  hear” — one  may  have  an 
ear  and  not  choose  to  hear.  This  conclusion  of  each  of  the  letters  indicates  that  they  are  intended 
for  every  one's  personal  use  and  edification,  to  whom  they  may  come.  For  “Philadelphia”  see 
Dictionary.  “The  key  of  David” — with  light  to  give  admittance  to  the  heavenly  kingdom  and  divine 
resence.  Having  power  to  open  or  shut.  “  An  open  door” — significant  of  an  opportunity  placed 
efore  them  (1  Cor.  xvi.  9),  or  of  the  way  to  glory  and  safety.  They  seem  to  have  had  opposition  from 
“Jews”  by  birth  but  not  God’s  people  by  character,  being  rather  “of  the  synagogue  of  Satan.” 
Compare  John  viii.  44,  45.  “  Worship  before  thy  feet” — reverently  acknowledge  thy  worthy  charac¬ 

ter.  The  church  should  gain  a  triumph  over  these  opposers.  “The  word  of  my  patience” — the 
church  is  called  to  patience,  that  is,  faithful  endurance.  “  Hour  of  temptation” — some  time  of  sore 
trial  coming.  “  I  come  quickly” — a  word  both  of  encouragement  and  of  warning.  “  Hold  that  fast” 
— be  steadfast.  “  Thy  crown” — thy  glorious  reward  of  grace.  “  A  pillar  in  the  temple  of  my  God” — 
a  beautiful,  useful,  and  permanent  part  of  God’s  glorious  church.  “  The  name,”  etc.,  written  upon 
him,  stamps  his  citizenship  ;  he  will  be  recognized  as  belonging  to  God  and  the  “  new  Jerusalem,”  an 
Israelite  indeed.  “  Cometh  down  out  of  heaven” — see  chap.  xxi.  9-27.  ‘  My  new  name” — see  chap, 
xix.  12. 


SCRIPTURE  READINGS. 

Rev.  i. 


M. 

T. 

W. 

TH 

F. 


111. 

Ps.  cxxxix. 
1  John  v. 
SAT.  John  xv. 

S.  “  xvi. 


hSKlBr  N  DIES. —  For  “  Sar¬ 
dis”  see  dictionary.  “The  seven 
spirits  of  God” — the  Holy  Spirit 
in  his  various  operations.  “Liv¬ 
est,”  “  dead,”  refer  to  spiritual 
condition.  “  The  things  which 
remain,  that  are  ready  to  die” — 
this  indicates  a  languishing 
state,  yet  possibility  of  revival. 
“  Perfect” — up  to  God’s  require¬ 
ments  of  living  faith.  “  Come 
on  thee” — in  judgment.  “As  a 
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INTERNATIONAL  BIBLE  LESSONS. 


December  7,  1879. 

Rev.  v.  1-14. 


THE  HE  AVI 

1.  And  I  saw  in  the  right  hand  of  him  that  sat  on  the 
throne  a  book  written  within  and  on  the  back  side, 
sealed  within  seven  seals. 

2.  And  I  saw  a  strong  angel  proclaiming  with  a  loud 
voice,  Who  is  worthy  to  open  the  book,  and  to  loose  the 
seals  thereof? 

3.  And  no  man  in  heaven,  nor  in  earth,  neither  under  the 
earth,  was  able  to  open  the  book,  neither  to  look  thereon. 

4.  And  I  wept  much,  because  no  man  was  found 
worthy  to  open  and  to  read  the  book,  neither  to  look 
thereon. 

5.  And  one  of  the  elders  saith  unto  me,  Weep  not : 
behold,  the  Lion  of  the  tribe  of  Juda,  the  Root  of  David, 
hath  prevailed,  to  open  the  book,  and  to  loose  the  seven 
seals  thereof. 

6.  And  I  beheld,  and,  lo,  in  the  midst  of  the  throne  and 
of  the  four  beasts,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  elders,  stood  a 
Lamb  as  it  had  been  slain,  having  seven  horns  and  seven 
eyes,  which  are  the  seven  Spirits  of  God  sent  forth  into 
all  the  earth. 

7.  And  he  came  and  took  the  book  out  of  the  right 
hand  of  him  that  sat  upon  the  throne. 

8.  And  when  he  had  taken  the  book,  the  four  beasts 
and  four  and  twenty  elders  fell  down  before  the  Lamb, 
having  every  one  of  them  harps,  and  golden  vials  full 
of  odours,  which  are  the  prayers  of  saints. 


3NLY  SONG. 

9.  And  they  sung  a  new  song,  saying,  Thou  art  worthy 
to  take  the  book,  and  to  open  the  seals  thereof :  for  thou 
wast  slain,  and  hast  redeemed  us  to  God  by  thy  blood- 
out  of  every  kindred,  and  tongue,  and  people,  and  nation  ; 

10.  And  hast  made  us  unto  our  God  kings  and  priests  : 
and  we  shall  reign  on  the  earth. 

11.  And  I  beheld,  and  I  heard  the  voice  of  many 
angels  round  about  the  throne,  and  the  beasts, 
and  the  elders  :  and  the  number  of  them  was  ten 
thousand  times  ten  thousand,  and  thousands  of 
thousands ; 

12.  Saying  with  a  loud  voice,  Worthy  is  the 
Lamb  that  was  slain  to  receive  power,  and 
riches,  and  wisdom,  and  strength,  and  honor, 
and  glory,  and  blessing. 

13.  And  every  creature  which  is  in  heaven,  and 
on  the  earth,  and  under  the  earth,  and  such  as  are 
in  the  sea,  and  all  that  are  in  them,  heard  I  say¬ 
ing,  Blessing,  and  honor,  and  glory,  and  power, 
be  unto  him  that  sitteth  upon  the  throne,  and 
unto  the  Lamb  for  ever  and  ever. 

14.  And  the  four  beasts  said,  Amen.  And  the  four 
and  twenty  elders  fell  down  and  worshipped  him  that 
liveth  for  ever  and  ever. 


QUESTIONS  ON  THE  LESSON. 


A  DIFFICULTY. 

1.  Who  was  it  that  sat  upon  the  throne?  What  did  I 

John  see  in  his  right  hand  ?  How  is  it  described  ? 
Explain. 

2.  Who  then  made  a  proclamation  ?  How  did  he  make 

it  ?  What  was  the  proclamation  ? 

3.  What  is  said  in  verse  3  ?  What  one  word  comprises 

“heaven,”  “earth,”  and  “under  the  earth?” 
Meaning  of  verse  3? 

4.  How  was  John  affected?  Why  did  the  situation 

cause  him  sorrow?  Compare  iv.  1. 

5.  What  do  we  suppose  this  “  book”  signified  ?  What 

would  opening  and  reading  it  signify  ? 

THE  DIFFICULTY  SOLVED. 

6.  Who  now  spoke  to  John  ?  Who  were  “  the  elders  ?” 

What  did  this  elder  say?  Why  need  John  not 
weep  ?  Who  is  meant  by  “  the  Lion  of  the  tribe  of 
Judah?”  Why  so  called?  What  else  is  he  here 


called,  and  why?  What  is  indicated  in  the  words 
“  hath  prevailed  ?” 

7.  What  did  the  Seer  next  see?  How  surrounded? 

How  appearing?  Significance  of  these  things  ? 

8.  What  happened  next? 

SONGS  OF  PRAISE. 

9.  What  did  those  about  the  throne  do,  when  he  had 

taken  the  book  ?  Significance  of  the  things  here 
spoken  of? 

10.  What  song  did  they  sing?  Why  is  it  called  “a  new 

song?”  In  whose  praise  was  this  song?  How 
do  you  prove  this  ? 

11.  Who  responded  to  this  song?  What  is  said  of  their 

number  ? 

12.  What  did  they  say  with  a  loud  voice  ? 

13.  What  did  John  then  hear  ?  Who  responded ?  How? 

What  proofs  here  of  Christ’s  divinity  ? 


Collateral  Questions. — What  sort  of  “  books”  had  they  in  N.  T.  times — what  did  John  the  Baptist  call 
Jesus,  when  pointing  him  out  (John  i.  29,  36) — compare  Paul’s  statement,  Phil.  ii.  9-11? 


CENTRAL  TEXT.— Verses  11- 
13.  Commit  to  memory. 

LESSON  TAUGHT. --Thepraises 
of  the  Redeemer. 

GOLDEN  TEXT.— “Worthy  is 
the  Lamb  that  was  slain  to  receive 
power,  and  riches,  and  wisdom,  and 
strength,  and  honor,  and  glory,  and 
blessing.”  Verse  12. 


SCRIPTURE  READINGS. 

M. 

Rev.  iv.  and  v. 

T. 

“  vi. 

W. 

“  vii.  1 

TH. 

“  viii. 

F. 

“  ix. 

SAT. 

“  X. 

S. 

“  xi- 

BRIEF  NOTES.— “  Him  that 
sat  on  the  throne” — God,  the 
Father.  See  iv.  2,  3,  8-11.  “  A 

book” — parchment  scroll.  These 
were  usually  written  upon  only 
one  side.  This  was  written 
upon  both  sides.  “Sealed”  — 
needing  therefore  to  be  opened. 
Its  contents  were  not  common 
and  known.  “  Seven,”  as  usual, 
indicates  completeness.  It  is 
supposed  this  book  represents 
the  future  fortunes  and  destinies 
of  the  church.  “  Who  is  worthy” — not  only  power  but  moral  fitness  is  required.  And  these  requi¬ 
sites  were  found  in  “  no  man,”  no  created  being  in  the  whole  universe.  “To  look  thereon”  means 
to  read  the  book  after  it  was  opened.  “  Wept  much” — grieved  that  no  one  was  worthy,  and  that  the 
promised  revelation  (iv.  1)  seemed  hindered.  “  The  elders”  are  supposed  to  represent  the  church, 
of  both  dispensations.'  “  The  Lion  of  the  tribe  of  Juda” — see  Gen.  xlix.  9,  10,  and  Heb.  vii.  14.  “The 
root  of  David” — see  Is.  xi.  1,  10,  Rev.  xxii.  16.  “  Hath  prevailed" — gained  the  victory.  This  indi¬ 

cates  a  contest  and  triumph  ;  prevailed  over  the  powers  of  evil.  “  Beasts”  should  be  rendered  living 
ones  or  living  creatures.  Compare  Ezek.  i.  5-10,  x.  20.  Supposed  to  represent  the  animate  creation. 
We  cannot  and  ought  not  to  try  to  picture  to  ourselves  what  John  saw.  The  “  Lamb  as  it  had  been 
slain”  is  evidently  Christ  Jesus.  “  Horns,”  signify  power,  and  “  eyes,”  insight,  knowledge,  wisdom, 
belonging  to  the  various  (“  seven”)  operations  of  God’s  Spirit  in  the  world.  The  “  harps”  represent 
the  praises  offered  by  the  church,  and  the  “  golden  vials  (censers)  full  of  incense,”  the  prayers  of 
saints.  The  song  is  “  new”  as  being  a  song  of  redemption,  a  new  exhibition  of  God’s  character. 
The  latter  part  of  verse  9  shows  that  the  whole  church  of  the  redeemed  is  meant.  “  Kings  and 
priests” — like  their  Redeemer,  one  with  him.  “  Many  angels” — these  are  to  be  distinguished  from 
the  redeemed.  The  terms  used  to  designate  their  number  are  equivalent  to  saying  they  were 
countless.  The  ascriptions  of  praise  in  verses  12  and  13  are  exhaustive.  “  Every  creature” — all 
creation,  including  those  “under  the  earth,”  that  is,  in  the  realms  of  the  dead.  “  The  Lamb”  is 
here  included  in  co-equal  honor  and  worship  with  God  Almighty. 
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Dec.  14,  1879. 


Rev.  xxi.  21-27 ;  xxii.  1-5. 


THE  HEAVENLY  CITY. 


xxi.  21.  And  the  twelve  gates  were  twelve  pearls;  I 
every  several  gate  was  of  one  pearl :  and  the  street  of  the  | 
city  was  pure  gold,  as  it  were  transparent  glass. 

22.  And  I  saw  no  temple  therein  :  for  the  Lord  God 
Almighty  and  the  Lamb  are  the  temple  of  it. 

23.  And  the  city  had  no  need  of  the  sun,  neither  of  the 
moon,  to  shine  in  it:  for  the  glory  of  God  did  lighten  it,  : 
and  the  Lamb  is  the  light  thereof. 

24.  And  the  nations  of  them  which  are  saved  shall  walk 
in  the  light  of  it :  and  the  kings  of  the  earth  do  bring  ! 
their  glory  and  honor  into  it. 

25 .  And  the  gates  of  it  shall  not  be  shut  at  all  by  day  : 
for  there  shall  be  no  night  there. 

26.  And  they  shall  bring  the  glory  and  honor  of  the 
nations  into  it. 

27.  And  there  shall  in  no  wise  enter  into  it  any  thing 
that  defileth,  neither  whatsoever  worketh  abomination, 
or  maketli^  lie  :  but  they  which  are  written  in  the  Lamb’s 
book  of  life. 


xxii.  1.  And  he  shewed  me  a  pure  river  of  water 
of  life,  clear  as  crystal,  proceeding  out  of  the 
throne  of  God  and  of  the  Lamb. 

2.  In  the  midst  of  the  street  of  it,  and  on  either 
side  of  the  river,  was  there  the  tree  of  life,  which 
bare  twelve  manner  0/Truits,  and  yielded  her  fruit 
every  month  :  and  the  leaves  of  the  tree  were  for 
the  healing  of  the  nations. 

3.  And  there  shall  be  no  more  curse  :  but  the 
throne  of  God  and  of  the  Lamb  shall  be  in  it;  and 
his  servants  shall  serve  him  : 

4.  And  they  shall  see  his  face  ;  and  his  name 
shall  be  in  their  foreheads. 

5.  And  there  shall  be  no  night  there  ;  and  they 
need  no  candle,  neither  light  of  the  sun  ;  for  the 
Lord  God  giveth  them  light :  and  they  shall  reign 
for  ever  and  ever. 


QUESTIONS  ON  THE  LESSON. 


ITS  GLORIES. 

1.  Title  of  this  lesson?  How  many  gates  was  this  city 

represented  to  have?  Of  what  did  each  one  con¬ 
sist?  What  is  said  of  its  streets?  Significance 
here  of  “  pearls”  and  “gold?” 

2.  What  was  this  city  called  ?  verse  io.  What  is  said 

of  its  temple?  What  does  this  mean? 

3.  Whence  was  the  city  lighted  ?  Of  what,  then,  had 

it  no  need  ? 

4.  Who  shall  walk  in  its  light  ?  Meaning  of  this  ? 

What  shall  be  brought  into  it,  and  by  whom  ? 
Meaning  of  this  statement? 

5.  When  would  the  gates  be  shut  ?  How  so  ?  Meaning 

of  this  ? 

6.  What  sort  of  people  shall  by  no  means  enter  this 

city  ?  Who  shall  enter  it  ?  Who  are  they  ? 

7.  What,  then,  is  it  that  excludes  from  heaven  ?  What 

admits  ? 


ITS  JOYS. 

What  river  did  John  see  in  this  city  ?  What  about 
its  source  ?  Significance  of  all  this  ? 

What  kind  of  tree  did  he  observe  in  this  city  ? 
Where  did  he  see  them  ?  What  of  its  fruits  ?  Its 
leaves  ?  Significance  of  all  this  ? 

10.  What  should  be  no  more  ?  Why  ? 

11.  How  often  are  “  God  and  the  Lamb”  mentioned  to¬ 

gether  in  this  lesson?  Who  is  the  Lamb  ?  Why 
so  called?  What  do  we  learn  from  this  lesson, 
and  throughout  Revelation,  concerning  the  Lord 
Jesus  ? 

12.  Meaning  of  verse  4?  Of  verse  5  ? 

13.  What  is  the  Golden  Text?  Is  the  city  of  our  lesson 

the  one  Abraham  looked  for  ?  Are  you  looking  for 
it?  Will  you  find  admittance  to  it ? 


8. 

9- 


COLLATERAL  Questions — How  were  the  twelve  gates  placed — compare  the  arrangement  of  the  twelve  tribes 
about  the  tabernacle  (Num.  ii.) — also  the  city  Ezekiel  saw  (Ezek.  xlviii.  30-35) — what  did  Jesus  say  of  himself  in 
Matt  xii.  6 — purpose  of  the  temple,  and  why  none  in  the  heavenly  city — how  often,  and  where,  is  the  Book  of  Life 
spoken  of  in  the  Bible — of  what  other  Paradise  do  v.  1-5  remind  us — difference  between  them — what  is  said  in  1  Cor. 
xiii.  12,  and  how  does  it  apply  to  our  lesson  ? 


CENTRAL  TEXT. 

Commit  to  memory. 


LESSON  TAUGHT.-The glories 
and  joys  to  come. 


GOLDEN  TEXT. —  “For  he 
looked  for  a  city  which  hath  founda¬ 
tions,  whose  builder  and  maker  is 
God.”  Heb.  xi.  10. 


SCRIPTURE  READINGS.  , 

M. 

Rev.  xix 

T. 

“  XX. 

w. 

“  xxi.  1 — xxii.  9. 

TH. 

Daniel  xii. 

F. 

Gen.  ii.  8-17  ;  iii.  23,  24. 

SAT. 

Heb.  xi.  8-16. 

s. 

Ps.  i.  and  xxiv. 

-Verses  1-5.  1  ;  BRIEF  NOTES. — This  heav¬ 

enly  city  is  called  “  New  Je¬ 
rusalem”  and  “the  holy 
Jerusalem,”  and  is  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  place  from  that  where  our 
Lord  was  crucified.  That  was 
of  the  earth,  earthy  ;  this  is  the 
heavenly.  So  then,  as  this  is 
called  Jerusalem,  so  we  may 
understand  the  names  Israelite 
and  Canaan,  and  David,  etc.,  to 
have  much  wider  applications 
than  common  names.  Of  course 
we  must  understand  this  city  and  its  description  as  symbolizing  great  truths.  It  is  an  object 
lesson,  accommodated  to  our  weakness.  Notice  too  that  this  city  comes  in  after  the  new  heaven 
and  new  earth.  It  seems  to  represent  the  glorious  and  happy  state  of  the  redeemed.  Observe,  in 
the  part  preceding  our  lesson,  the  wall  and  its  foundations,  and  the  situation  of  the  gates,  indicating 
entrance  from  all  quarters  of  the  world.  Each  gate  was  “  one  pearl,”  denoting  heavenly  simplicity 
and  purity.  “  As  transparent  glass” — we  can  hardly  conceive  gold  to  be  thus  ;  the  idea  is  one  de¬ 
noting  splendor.  “  No  temple”— in  the  earthly  Jerusalem  the  temple  was  the  visible  centre  of  the 
true  religion  ;  in  the  heavenly  “  God  and  the  Lamb”  are  this,  #.nd  no  temple  is  needed.  The  sun  and 
moon  give  created  and  borrowed  light,  reflections  of  God’s  glory.  No  need  of  these  in  the  very 
divine  presence.  “  The  nations,” — in  verses  24  and  26  represent  multitudes  from  all  quarters.  See 
Luke  xiii.  29.  The  last  part  of  verse  24  indicates  consecration  to  God  on  the  part  of  “  kings,”  great 
ones  of  the  earth.  The  gates  “  shall  not  be  shut  at  all  ”  because  there  is  “  no  night,”  nor  any  thing 
represented  by  night,  there ;  no  darkness  or  deeds  thereof.  “  In  no  wise” — by  no  manner  of  means. 
“That  defileth” — that  is  common  in  the  sense  of  unclean.  See  Acts  x.  14,  15.  “  Abomination”  rep¬ 

resents  all  kinds  of  estrangement  from  God,  sinful  deeds.  “Or  maketh  a  lie”— Jesus  said,  I  am  the 
truth,  and  no  maker  of  lies  can  dwell  with  him.  How  dreadful  to  lie  !  See  xxi.  8.  Evil  character 
cannot  enter  the  heavenly  city.  “  They  which  are  written  in  the  Lamb’s  book  of  life”  are  the  in¬ 
habitants  thereof.  .  Who  are  these  ?  The  saved  ;  those  who  have  accepted  Christ  and  his  salvation. 
Reference  to  this  book  is  found  six  times  in  the  New  Testament,  and  several  times  in  the  Old.  “  A 
river  of  life”  represents  life  abundant,  full  and  free  ;  and  life  represents  all  good  ;  and  this  proceeds 
from  God’s  throne,  partner  on  which  is  “the  Lamb,”  he  who  made  himself  a  sacrifice  for  sin,  that 
is  Christ  Jesus.  His  co-equal  divinity  is  certainly  here  set  forth  unequivocally.  “The  street  of 
it” — of  the  city.  “  The  tree  of  life” — this  denotes  the  kind;  there  were  many  of  them.  “Twelve 
fruits”— monthl}'  yield.  Even  “  the  leaves  of  the  tree”  were  “  healing,”  and  the  fullness  of  blessing 
is  for  “  the  nations.” 
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Rev.  xxii.  10-21. 


THE  I, AST  WORBS.- 

10.  And  he  saith  unto  me,  Seal  not  the  sayings  of  the 
prophecy  of  this  book  :  for  the  time  is  at  hand. 

11.  He  that  is  unjust,  let  him  be  unjust  still:  and  he 
which  is  filthy,  let  him  be  filthy  still  :  and  he  that  is 
righteous,  let  him  be  righteous  still :  and  he  that  is  holy, 
let  him  be  holy  still. 

12.  And,  behold,  I  come  quickly;  and  my  reward  is 
with  me,  to  give  every  man  according  as  his  work 
shall  be. 

13.  I  am  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  beginning  and  the 
end,  the  first  and  the  last. 

14.  Blessed  are  they  that  do  his  commandments,  that 
they  may  have  right  to  the  tree  of  life,  and  may  enter  in 
through  the  gates  into  the  city. 

15.  For  without  are  dogs,  and  sorcerers,  and  whore¬ 
mongers,  and  murderers,  and  idolaters,  and  whosoever 
loveth  and  maketh  a  lie. 

16.  I  Jesus  have  sent  mine  angel  to  testify  unto 
you  these  things  in  the  churches.  I  am  the  root 


-CHRISTMAS  SUNDAY. 

and  the  offspring  of  David,  and  the  bright  and 
morning  star. 

17.  And  the  Spirit  and  the  bride  say,  Come. 
And  let  him  that  heareth  say,  Come.  And  let 
him  that  is  athirst  come.  And  whosoever  will, 
let  him  take  the  water  of  life  freely. 

18.  For  I  testify  unto  every  man  that  heareth  the  words 
of  the  prophecy  of  this  book,  If  any  man  shall  add  unto 
these  things,  God  shall  add  unto  him  the  plagues  that  are 
written  in  this  book  : 

19.  And  if  any  man  shall  take  away  from  the  words 
of  the  book  of  this  prophecy,  God  shall  take  away  his 
part  out  of  the  book  of  life,  and  out  of  the  holy  city,  and 
from  the  things  which  are  written  in  this  book. 

20.  He  which  testifieth  these  things  saith, 
Surely  I  come  quickly  ;  Amen.  Even  so,  come, 
Lord  Jesus. 

21.  The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  you 
all.  Amen. 


QUESTIONS  ON 

1.  How  many  persons  speak  in  this  lesson?  Who  are 

they?  Who  speaks  in  verse  io? 

2.  What  did  he  say ?  Meaning  of  “  seal  not?”  What 

reason  is  given  ?  Plow  are  we  to  understand  this  ? 

3.  How  many  characters  are  spoken  of  in  verse  n? 

What  contrasts  between  them  ?  What  sentence  on 
all  of  them?  What  lesson  do  we  gather  from  this 
verse  ? 

4.  What  announcement  in  the  beginning  of  verse  12? 

Who  makes  it?  Is  this  for  encouragement  or 
warning?  What  will  the  Lord  bring  with  him? 
How  will  it  be  estimated  ? 

5.  Who  utters  the  words  of  verse  13?  What  is  thereby 

signified  ? 

6.  Who  are  here  called  blessed?  On  account  of  what? 

7.  What  sort  of  characters  are  represented  in  verse  15? 

Where  is  their  lot?  What  was  said  about  such  in 
last  lesson  (xxi.  27)? 

8.  What  name  does  the  speaker  apply  to  himself  in 

verse  16?  Whom  did  he  say  he  had  sent?  What 
for?  Where  ?  How,  further,  does  he  characterize 
himself  in  this  verse?  Meaning  of  these  terms? 


THE  LESSON. 

9.  Who  are  first  represented  as  saying.  Come?  Who 
were  they  ?  What  is  urged  upon  the  hearer  of 
this  invitation?  What  two  general  invitations  fol¬ 
low?  What  had  we  from  Isaiah  like  this?  Is. 
lv.  1. 

10.  What  judgment  is  denounced  against  any  one  who 

should  add  to  God’s  Word?  Against  whoever 
would  take  away  from  it  ?  Meaning  and  need  of 
these  warnings  ? 

11.  Of  whom,  chiefly,  does  this  book  testify?  How 

many  comings  into  the  world  does  the  Bible  at¬ 
tribute  to  Jesus  ? 

12.  How  did  he  come  the  first  time  ?  What  for?  What 

day  commemorates  his  coming  thus  ?  How  is  it 
expressed  in  the  Creed  ? 

13.  Plas  he  come  the  second  time?  When  will  he  come 

the  second  time  ?  How  ?  What  for? 

14.  What  is  his  last  message  to  mankind?  How  did 

John  respond  to  this  ?  Who  may  join  in  this 
response? 

15.  What  are  the  last  words  of  Revelation? 


COLLATERAL  Questions. — In  wnat  form  were  the  books  of  the  Bible  at  first — how  were  they  transmitted  to 
later  ages — when  and  how  were  they  gathered  together  to  form  the  book  we  now  call  the  Bible — are  we  to  expect 
any  additions  to  the  Bible — how  far  do  its  teachings  and  its  revelation  carry  us — is  it  sufficient  as  our  rule  of  fai*h 
and  practice  ? 


CENTRAL  TEXT.— Verses 
17  and  20.  Commit  to  memory. 


LESSON  TAUGHT.  -To  look 
for  and  be  ready  for  Christ’s  coming. 


GOLDEN  TEXT.— “The  grace 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with 
you  all.  Amen.”  Verse  21. 


f 

SCRIPTURE  READINGS. 

M. 

Rev.  xxii.  10-21. 

T. 

Rom.  i.  1-7,  16,  17. 

W. 

Num.  xxiv.  16-19;  Zech.  | 

vi.  9-15. 

TH. 

John  v.  36-47. 

F. 

1  Thess.  iv.  13-18. 

SAT. 

Matt.  xxv.  14-46. 

S. 

Ps.  cxix.  89-112. 

1 

BRIEF  NOTES  — “  Seal  not” 
— in  x.  4  he  was  bidden  to  seal 
up,  keep  close,  not  write  what 
the  thunders  had  uttered.  Here 
he  is  told  to  make  known  “the 
sayings  (words)  of  the  prophecy 
of  this  book.”  The  book  he 
was  writing  (Revelation)  is 
particularly  referred  to.  This 
has  always  been  placed  last  in 
the  Bible,  and,  by  analogy,  we 
may  refer  the  words  “this 
book”  to  the  whole  Bible.  We 
must  not  have  the  Bible  a  sealed 


book,  but  one  open  and  read  by  all.  So  it  is  in  Protestant  Christian  lands,  and  these  are  scattering 
it  over  the  world.  It  is  the  only  and  sufficient  infallible  rule  of  faith  and  practice.  “  The  time  is  at 
hand” — these  things  are  about  to  come  to  pass.  How  long  the  time  will  be  until  its  end  we  do  not 
know.  Verse  11  urges  to  right  character,  since  presently  all  character  will  be  unchangeably  fixed. 
“I  come  quickly”  is  a  word  of  both  hope  and  warning.  God’s  “  quickly”  is  not  always  understood  by 
us.  “  According  as” — not  for.  “  Do  his  commandments” — or,  rather,  wash  their  poles.  But  his  com¬ 
mandment  is  that  we  love  and  obey  Jesus  the  Saviour.  He  only  can  give  “  right”  to  heavenly  joys. 
“  Without” — outside  of  the  city,  in  the  outer  darkness.  Notice  where  and  in  what  company  liars 
are  found.  “  Root  and  offspring  of  David”  refers  to  Is.  xi.  1,  and  marks  the  speaker  as  the  Messiah 
Jesus.  “The  bright  and  morning  star”— glorious  harbinger  of  day.  “The  bride”  is  the  Church. 
Here  is  invitation  from  every  good  source,  full  and  free  (“  whosoever”).  Is.  lv.  is  re-echoed.  Sea 
what  a  curse  is  denounced  on  any  one  who  corrupts  God's  word  by  adding  to  or  taking  from  what 
was  written  under  inspiration.  God  has  wonderfully  preserved  the  Bible  to  us  through  so  many 
ages  :  and  no  book  has  been  so  proved  and  tried  as  it  has  ;  none  so  assailed,  none  stood  so  firmly  all 
assaults.  The  last  words  in  the  Bible  are  words  of  “  grace”  through  “  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ:” 
that  is  what  the  whole  book  is  taken  up  with  ;  but  there  necessarily  is  the  other  side — punishment 
— to  the  unbelieving  and  disobedient. 
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Dec.  28,  1870. 
REVIEW. 


RESPONSIVE  READING. 


Supt. — Seeing  then  that  we  have  a  great  high  priest, 
that  is  passed  into  the  heavens,  Jesus  the  Son  of  God, 
let  us  hold  fast  our  profession.  Heb.  iv.  14. 

School — Seeing  he  ever  liveth,  to  make  intercession  for 
us.  Heb.  vii.  25. 

Supt. — Being  justified  by  faith,  we  have  peace  with 
God  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Rom.  v.  1. 

School — For  by  one  offering  he  hath  perfected  forever 
them  that  are  sanctified.  Heb.  x.  14. 

Supt. — And  Moses  verily  was  faithful  in  all  his  house, 
as  a  servant,  for  a  testimony  of  those  things  which  were 
to  be  spoken  after.  Heb.  iii.  5. 

School — For  he  endured,  as  seeing  him  who  is  invisible. 
Heb.  xi.  27. 

Supt. — What  doth  it  profit,  my  brethren,  though  a 
man  say  he  hath  faith,  and  have  not  works?  Can  faith 
save  him?  James  ii.  14. 

School — For,  as  the  body  without  the  spirit  is  dead,  so 
faith  without  works  is  dead  aiso.  James  ii.  26. 

Supt. — Looking  unto  Jesus,  the  author  and  finisher  of 
our  faith. — Heb.  xii.  2. 

School — Who  did  no  sin,  neither  was  guile  found  in  his 
mouth.  1  Pet.  ii.  22. 

Supt. — Who  can  understand  his  errors?  Cleanse  thou 
me  from  secret  faults  (Ps.  xix.  12).  Wash  me  and  I 
shall  be  whiter  than  snow.  Ps.  Ii.  7, 

School — The  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  his  Son  cleanseth  us 
from  all  sin.  1  John  i.  7. 


Supt. — God  commendeth  his  love  toward  us  in  that, 
while  we  were  yet  sinners,  Christ  died  for  us.  Rom.  v.  8. 

School. — We  love  him  because  he  first  loved  us.  1  John 
iv.  19. 

Supt. — And  his  name  shall  be  called  Wonderful, 
Counsellor,  The  mighty  God,  The  everlasting  Father, 
The  Prince  of  Peace.  Is.  ix.  6. 

School. — I  am  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  beginning  and 
the  ending,  saith  the  Lord,  which  is  and  which  was  and 
which  is  to  come,  the  Almighty.  Rev.  i.  8. 

Supt. — Therefore,  my  beloved  brethren,  be  ye  stead¬ 
fast,  unmovable,  always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the 
Lord.  1  Cor.  xv.  58. 

School. — Hold  that  fast  which  thou  hast,  that  no  man 
take  thy  crown.  Rev.  iii.  11. 

Supt. — Now  *  *  *  to  the  only  wise  God  our  Sav¬ 
iour,  be  glory  and  majesty,  dominion  and  power,  both 
now  and  ever.  Amen.  Jude  25. 

School. — Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  slain  to  receive 
power,  and  riches,  and  wisdom,  and  strength,  and  honor, 
and  glory,  and  blessing.  Rev.  v.  12. 

Supt. — Abraham  rejoiced  to  see  my  day  :  and  he  saw 
it,  and  was  glad.  John  viii.  56. 

School. — For  he  looked  for  a  city  which  hath  founda¬ 
tions,  whose  builder  and  maker  is  God.  Heb.  xi.  10. 

Supt. — The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with 
you  all.  Amen.  Rev.  xxii.  21. 


QUESTIONS  ON 

i  Who  is  our  great  high  priest  ?  What  shows  his 
greatness  ?  What  is  said  of  his  sympathy  ?  Of 
his  appointment  to  this  office?  Of  his  continu¬ 
ance?  What  exhortation  (Heb.  iv.  16)  in  view  of 
all  this  ? 

2.  What  purpose  did  the  ordinances  of  the  Old  Testa¬ 

ment  serve?  What  was  signified  by  the  veil 
between  the  first  and  the  second  rooms  of  the 
tabernacle  ?  Who  taught  by  ihese  means  ?  Of 
what  tabernacle  is  Christ  the  high  priest?  By 
what  blood  did  he  enter  there? 

3.  What  description  of  faith  had  we?  What  examples 

of  the  triumphs  of  faith  ?  What  is  the  first  requisite 
in  coming  to  God  ?  (Heb.  xi.  6.)  For  what  city 
did  Abraham  look? 

4.  What  is  the  relation  of  works  to  faith  ?  What  ques¬ 

tion  had  we  in  the  first  verse  of  Lesson  XLII.  ? 
What  answer  in  the  last  verse  of  that  lesson? 
What  illustrations  had  we  there  of  real  working 
faith  ? 

5.  Who  is  the  only  perfect  pattern  we  have  ?  Pattern 

of  what  was  he  shown  to  be  in  Lesson  XLIV.  ? 
What  is  he  called  in  that  lesson  ?  What  is  said  of 
him  there  ? 

6.  Who  was  the  “  beloved  disciple?"  What  writings 

of  his  have  we?  What  does  he  say  God  is  ?  How 
may  we  have  fellowship  with  God,?  What  had 
wc  from  John  about  sin  and. confession? 

7.  How  was  the  love  of  the  Father  manifested  toward 

us  ?  What  was  our  nature  and  condition  when  the 
Father  did  this  ?  How  may  we  manifest  the  divine 
nature?  What  is  the  sum  of  God’s  law? 

8.  What  is  the  object  of  the  book  of  Revelation?  The 
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nature  of  it?  On  what  day  and  where  did  John 
see  the  visions  it  contains  ?  What  was  the  vision 
of  the  seven  golden  candlesticks  ?  Who  appeared 
in  the  midst  of  them? 

9.  To  what  churches  were  messages  sent  ?  By  whom  ? 
Were  these  messages  intended  for  them  only? 
Who  else  ?  What  was  the  general  character  of  the 
message  to  the  church  at  Sardis?  Of  that  to  the 
church  at  Philadelphia  ? 

10.  What  did  John  see  in  the  right  hand  of  him  that  sat 

on  the  throne  ?  Describe  it?  What  difficulty  ap¬ 
peared?  How  was  John  affected  by  it?  How 
was  it  solved  ?  What  song  was  thereupon  sung  ? 
By  whom  ?  What  did  “  the  elders  "  represent  ? 
Who  responded  to  their  song,  and  how?  What 
final  chorus  of  all  creation  then  arose  ? 

11.  Name  of  the  heavenly  city?  Describe  its  walls? 

Its  gates?  Its  streets?  Its  river?  Its  trees? 
Its  light  ?  Its  temple  ?  Who  shall  never  enter  it  ? 
Who  shall  enter  it?  What  will  they  do  there? 
What  will  be  no  more  ? 

12.  What  directions  did  John  receive  concerning  what 

he  had  seen  and  heard  ?  What  word  of  both  hope 
and  warning  was  given?  By  whom?  Who  are 
pronounced  blessed,  and  why?  By  whom  was  this 
revelation  given?  To  whom?  Through  whom? 
How  does  Jesus  designate  himself  in  our  lesson  on 
"The  Last  Words?"  What  invitation  is  there 
given,  and  directed  to  be  given?  What  judgment 
is  denounced  against  any  corruption  of  the  Scrip¬ 
tures?  What  is  the  last  testimony?  What  then 
is  your  duty,  and  mine,  and  that  of  the  whole 
Church  ? 
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1  We  bring  no  glit-t’ring  treas-ures, — No  gems  from  earth’s  deep  mine ;  We  come,  with  cheerful 

2  The  dear-est  gifts  of  heav  -  en,  Love’s  written  word  of  truth;  To  us  is  ear  -  ly 

3  Re-deem-er,  great  thy  bless  -  ing,  Oh,  leach  us  how  to  pray  ;  That  each,  thy  fear  pos- 
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meas-ures  To  chant  thy  love  di  -  vine.  Children,  thy  favors  sharing.  Their  voice  of  thanks  would 
giv  -  en  To  guide  ourstepsin  youth.  We  hear  the  wond’rous  sto-  ry, — The  tale  of  Cal-va- 

sess  -  ing,  May  tread  life’s  onward  way.  Then  where  the  pure  are  dwelling,  We  hope  to  meet  a- 
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O  Lord,  ac  -  cept  our  off ’- ring, — Our  song  of  grate  -  ful  praise. 
We  read  of  homes  in  glo  -  ry,  From  sin  and  sor  -  row  free. 
And  sweet  the  num-ber  swell  -  ingy  For-ev  -  er  praise  thy  name. 
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Sing!  sing!  joy  -  ous  -  ly  sing! 


Prais-es  un  -  ceas  -  ing  bring. 
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that  go  -  eth  forth  and  weepeth, 
that  go  -  eth  forth  and  weepeth, 
that  go  -  eth  forth  and  weepeth, 
that  go  -  eth  forth  with  weeping, 


Bear  -  ing  precious  seed, 
Trust- ing  in  the  Lord, 
All  a  -  glow  with  love, 
Christ  he  nev  -  er  leaves, 
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Let  him  know  that  as  he  soweth  To  the  sinner’s  need,  So  he’ll  reap. 
Let  him  know  that  all  he  soweth  Of  the  precious  word,  That  he’ll  reap. 
Oft  -  en-times,  just  while  he  soweth,  Hearts  begin  to  move;  So  he’ll  reap, 
Doubtless  shall  return, rejoicing!  Bringing  home  his  sheaves,  Thus, he’ll  reap, 
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Sow  -  ing  now,  sow  -  ing  now,  But  reap  -  ing,  by  and 
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ESTRELLA. 
Moderate >. 


IIS. 

“  Go  ivork  to-day  in  my  vineyard." — Matt.  xxi.  28. 

N 


GEO.  C.  HUGG. 


1 .  Up  and  work,  for  Je  -  sus  calls  us,  Calls  to  la  -  tor 

2.  Let  us  work  and  thus  grow  stronger,  Sweetly  bringing 

3.  When  our  sheaves  are  safely  gathered  From  the  torrent 
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Let  us  work  with  earnest  patience,  In  his  ser- vice  while  we  may. 

Sheaves,  if  left  a  lit  -  tie  lon-ger.  Might  be  nothing  more  than  leaves. 

We  shall  reach  the  star  -  ry  por  -  tal,  Safe  at  home  in  heav’n  at  last. 
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Up  and  work,  for  Je  -  sus  calls  us  With  the 

Up  and  work, .  for  Je  -  sus  calls 
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voice  of  love  so  sweet.  La-bor !  for  each  golden 

with  the  voice  of  love  so  sweet ;  Labor !  for 
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mor  -  -  -  -  row  Brings  us  near  -  -  -  er  Zi  -  on’s  gate. 

each  gold-en  mor  -  row  brings  us  near  -  er  Zi  -  on  s  gate. 
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Rejoicing  in  the  1  fulness  of  God. n 


Words  and  Music  by  CHESTER  E.  POND. 
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1.  I’ll  praise  the  Lord  for 

2.  I’ll  praise  the  Lord  for 

3.  I’ll  praise  the  Lord  for 


joy  be-low.  That  fills  my  soul  to  o-verflow; 
lovethat  glows;  For  peace  thatlike  a  riv-erflows; 
His  control;  For  love  Divine  that  saves  my  soul; 
4.  I’ll  praise  the  Lord  yet  more  and  more  While  pressing  toward  yon  Shining  Shore ; 

a  .  m  -9-  -e-  II 


-t  -9-  -p- 


i 


-V—P 


0 — »- 


-p- 


-P- 


0 


A 


& 


-P- 


i 


i 


,  ,  ■  -9-  -P-  -P-  -5- 

I’ll  praise  the  Lord  for  grace  Di-vine  To  feel  and  know  that  He  is  mine. 

I’ll  praise  the  Lord  for  grace  and  power  To  live  for  Je  -  sus  ev’-ryhour. 

For  love  that  guards  from  all  my  foes,  For  love  that  bears  my  griefs  and  woes. 

Life’s  troubles  sore  are  past  and  gone;  I’m  rest-ing  now  in  Christ  the  Son. 
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E  -  ter  -  nal  life’s  be  -  gun  be-low;  His  joy  and  peace  by  grace  I  know. 
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or  Jesus, 


Firmly. 


W.  J.  KIRKPATRICK. 
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In  the  name  of  God  ad  -  van- cing,  Sow  thy  seed  at  morn- ing  light; 
Look  not  to  the  far-off  fu  -  ture;  Do  the  work  that  near- est  lies; 
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Cheer  -  i  -  ly  the  fur- rows  turn- ing,  La  -  bor  on  with  all  your  might 
Sow  thou  must  be  -  fore  thou  reap  -  est ;  Rest  at  last  is  la  -  bor’s  prize. 
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3  Standing  still  is  dangerous  ever ; 
Toil  is  meant  for  Christians  now. 
Let  there  be,  when  evening  cometh, 
Honest  sweat  upon  thy  brow. 


4  And  the  Master  shall  come  smiling, 
At  the  setting  of  the  sun, 

Saying,  as  he  pays  the  wages, 

“  Good  and  faithful  one,  well  done!’ 
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[rowing  up  for  Jesus 


P.  J.  OWENS. 


y  - H - h— 4-! - 1- - A - r - IV 

|  1 - 1 — 

A — — N-  M 

"  9.  ■  <=j 

Vvl;  ^4-  !  1  !  !  !  J  &. 

H  )  1 

W.  J.  KIRKPATRICK. 
-N — N — K — : - r — 


-^rzdzzaZ 


fwl 


iu 


1  si  j  si  a  r 

~S — © — p  s 

p 

1.  Growingupfor  Je-  sus.  We  are  tru  -ly  blest.  In  his  smile  is  welcome;  In  his 

2.  Not  too  young  to  love  him,  Little  hearts  beat  true.  Not  tooyoungto  serve  him  As  the 

3.  Growingupfor  Je- sus;  Learning  day  by  day  Howto  fol-low  onwardln  the 
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arms  our  rest.  In  his  truth  our  treas-ure ;  In  his  love  our  rule, 

dew-drops  do.  Not  too  young  to  praise  him,  Sing-ing  as  we  come; 

nar  -  row  way.  Seek-  ing  ho  -  ly  treas-ure,  Find-  ing  pre  -  cious  truth; 
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esus,  T ill  in  him  complete ;  Growing  up  for  Jesus.  Oh,  his  work  is  sweet. 
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“For  they  drank  of  that  spiritual  Rock  that  followed  them,  and  that  Rock  was  Christ.” — Cor.  x.  4. 


A.  S.  DOUGHTY.  F.  L.  ARMSTRONG. 


Ref  -  uge  se  -  cure ; 
sin  o  -  pened  wide; 
price  we  can  bring; 
ta  -  tion  beat  high. 
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I 

Cling  with  a  faith,  faith  a  -  bid-ing  and  strong,  That 
Drink  of  the  stream,  the  life  -  giv  -  ing  stream,  That 
The  Spir  -  itsays“come,”andthecallweshouldheed.With 
Cling  to  the  safe  Rest-ing  place  of  the  soul,  When 


we  to  the  end  may  en-dure. 
flows  from  its  deep  riv-en  side, 
faith  in  the  crossmay  wecling! 
tri  -  als  and  dangers  are  nigh. 
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Then  cling  to  the  Rock,  Cling  close  to  the 
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HYMNS. 

SELECTED  FROM  “  BOOK  OF  WORSHIP,”  AND  NUMBERED  AS  IN  THAT  BOOK  ;  ALSO  NUMBERED  IN  THE  ORDER 
OF  THE  LESSONS  FOR  WHICH  THEY  ARE  INTENDED. 


1  (321).  L.  M. 

esus.  Thy  blood  and  Righteousness 
ly  beauty  are,  my  glorious  dress  : 
'Midst  flaming  worlds,  in  these  ar¬ 
ray’d, 

With  joy  shall  I  lift  up  my  head. 

When  from  the  dust  of  death  I  rise, 
To  take  my  mansion  in  the  skies, 
E’en  then  shall  this  be  all  my  plea — 
“  Jesus  hath  lived,  hath  died  for  me.” 

Bold  shall  I  stand  in  that  great  day, 
For  who  aught  to  my  charge  shall 
lay? 

Fully,  through  Thee,  absolved  I  am 
From  sin  and  fear,  from  guilt  and 
shame. 


2  (441)-  S.  M. 

What  cheering  words  are  these  ? 

Their  sweetness  who  can  tell? 

In  time  and  to  eternity, 

'T  is  with  the  righteous  well. 

In  ev’ry  state  secure, 

Kept  by  Jehovah’s  eye, 

#T  is  well  with  them  while  life  en¬ 
dures, 

And  well  when  call’d  to  die. 

'T  is  well  when  joys  arise, 

’T  is  well  when  sorrows  flow  ; 

*T  is  well  when  darkness  veils  the 
skies, 

And  strong  temptations  blow. 


3  (333)-  C.  M. 

Happy  the  heart  where  graces  reign, 
Where  love  inspires  the  breast; 
Love  is  the  brightest  of  the  train. 
And  strengthens  all  the  rest. 

*T  is  love  that  makes  our  cheerful 
feet 

In  swift  obedience  move  ; 

The  devils  know,  and  tremble  too  ; 
But  devils  do  not  love. 

This  is  the  grace  that  lives  and  sings 
When  faith  and  hope  shall  cease  : 
'T  is  this  shall  strike  our  joyful 
strings 

In  the  sweet  realms  of  bliss. 


4  (481).  L.  M. 

How  blest  the  righteous  when  he 
dies  ! 

When  sinks  a  weary  soul  to  rest ! 

How  mildly  beam  the  closing  eyes  ! 

How  eently  heaves  th'  expiring 
breast ! 

So  fades  a  summer  cloud  away  ; 

•  So  sinks  the  gale  when  storms  are 
o’er  ; 

So  gently  shuts  the  eye  of  day  ; 

So  dies  a  wave  along  the  shore. 

Life’s  labor  done,  as  sinks  the  clay, 

Light  from  its  load  the  spirit  flies, 

While  heaven  and  earth  combine  to 
say, 

“  How  blest  the  righteous  when  he 
dies  !  ” 


5  (198).  S.  M. 

How  beauteous  are  their  feet 
Who  stand  on  Zion’s  hill  ! 

Who  bring  salvation  on  their  tongues, 
And  words  of  peace  reveal. 

How  happy  are  our  ears 
That  hear  this  joyful  sound, 

Which  kings  and  prophets  waited  for. 
And  sought,  but  never  found  ! 


THIRD  QUARTER. 

The  Lord  makes  bare  His  arm 
Through  all  the  earth  abroad  ; 

Let  all  the  nations  now  behold 
Their  Saviour  and  their  God. 

6  (182).  C.  M. 

Come,  Holy  Spirit,  heavenly  Dove, 

With  all  Thy  quick’ning  powers, 
Kindle  a  flame  of  sacred  love 
In  these  cold  hearts  of  ours. 

See,  how  we  grovel  here  below. 

Fond  of  these  earthly  toys; 

Our  souls,  how  heavily  they  go 
To  reach  eternal  joys  ! 

Dear  Lord  !  and  shall  we  always  live 
At  this  poor,  dying  rate? 

Our  love  so  cold,  so  faint  to  Thee, 
And  Thine  to  us  so  great  ? 

Come,  Holy  Spirit,  heavenly  Dove, 
With  all  Thy  quick’ning  powers; 
Come,  shed  abroad  a  Saviour's  love, 
And  that  shall  kindle  out's. 

7  (454).  S.  M. 

Soldiers  of  Christ,  arise, 

And  gird  your  armor  on, 

Strong  in  the  strength  which  God 
supplies 

Through  His  eternal  Son. 

Stand,  then,  in  His  great  might, 
With  all  His  strength  endued, 

And  take,  to  arm  you  for  the  fight, 
The  panoply  of  God  : — 

That,  having  all  things  done, 

And  all  your  conflicts  past, 

You  may  o’ercome  through  Christ 
alone, 

And  stand  complete  at  last. 

8  (127).  L.  M. 

When  I  survey  the  wondrous  cross 

On  which  the  Prince  of  glory  died, 
My  richest  gain  I  count  but  loss, 
And  pour  contempt  on  all  my  pride. 

Forbid  it,  Lord,  that  I  should  boast, 
Save  in  the  death  of  Christ  my 
God  ; 

All  the  vain  things  that  charm  me 
mo5t. 

I  sacrifice  them  to  His  blood. 

See  from  His  head.  His  hands,  His 
feet, 

Sorrow  and  love  flow  mingled 
down  ; 

Did  e’er  such  love  and  sorrow  meet? 
Or  thorns  compose  so  rich  a  crown  ? 

Were  the  whole  realm  of  nature  mine? 

That  were  a  present  far  too  small ; 
Love  so  amazing,  so  divine, 

Demands  my  soul,  my'  life,  my  all. 

9  (412).  C.  M. 

My  God,  accept  my  heart  this  day. 

And  make  it  always  Thine, 

That  I  from  Thee  no  more  may  stray, 
No  more  from  Thee  decline. 

Before  the  Cross  of  Him  who  died. 
Behold,  I  prostrate  fall  ; 

Let  every  sin  be  crucified, 

Let  Christ  be  all  in  all ! 

Anoint  me  with  Thy  heavenly  grace, 
Adopt  me  for  Thine  own  ; 

That  I  may  see  Thy  glorious  face. 
And  worship  at  Thy  throne. 

Let  every  thought,  and  work,  and 
word, 

To  Thee  be  ever  given  : 

Then  life  shall  be  Thy  service,  Lord, 
And  death  the  gate  of  heaven. 


10  (588).  S.  M. 

Forever  with  the  Lord  1 

Amen  !  so  let  it  be  ; 

Life  from  the  dead  is  in  that  word. 
'T  is  immortality. 

Here  in  the  body  pent. 

Absent  from  Him  I  roam, 

Yet  nightly  pitch  my  moving  tent 
A  day’s  march  nearer  home. 

My  Father’s  house  on  high. 

Home  of  my  soul  !  how  near 
At  times  to  faith's  foreseeing  eye 
The  golden  gates  appear  ! 

Forever  with  the  Lord  ! 

Father,  it  is  Thy  will, 

The  promise  of  that  faithful  word, 
E'en  here  to  me  fulfill. 

11  (428)..  S.  M. 

A  charge  to  keep  I  have, 

A  God  to  glorify  ; 

A  never-dying  soul  to  save. 

And  fit  it  for  the  sky. 

To  serve  the  present  age, 

My  calling  to  fulfill  ; 

Oh  !  may  it  all  my  powers  engage 
To  do  my  Master’s  will. 

Arm  me  with  jealous  care, 

As  in  Thy  sight  to  live  ; 

And  oh  !  Thy  servant,  Lord,  prepare, 
A  strict  account  to  give. 

Help  me  to  watch  and  pray. 

And  on  Thyself  rely, 

Assured,  if  I  my  trust  betray, 

I  shall  forever  die. 

12  (393)-  6s  &  4s. 

Nearer,  my  God,  to  Thee, 

Nearer  to  Thee  ! 

E'en  though  it  be  a  cross 
That  raiseth  me  ; 

Still  all  my  song  shall  be. 
Nearer,  my  God,  to  Thee, 
Nearer  to  Thee  ! 

Though  like  the  wanderer, 

The  sun  gone  down. 

Darkness  be  over  me. 

My  rest  a  stone  ; 

Yet  in  my  dreams  I 'd  be 
Nearer,  my  God,  to  Thee, 
Nearer  to  Thee  ! 

There  let  the  way  appear 
Steps  unto  heaven  ; 

All  that  Thou  sendest  me 
In  mercy  given  ; 

Angels  to  beckon  me 
Nearer,  my  God,  to  Thee, 
Nearer  to  Thee  ! 

13  (498).  8s,  7s  &  4s. 

Saviour,  like  a  Shepherd  lead  us, 

Much  we  need  Thy  tend’rest  care; 
In  Thy  pleasant  pastures  feed  us, 

For  our  use  Thy  folds  prepare  ; 
Blessed  Jesus, 

Thou  hast  bought  us.  Thine  we  are. 

Thou  hast  promised  to  receive  us. 
Poor  and  sinful  though  we  be  ; 
Thou  hast  mercy  to  relieve  us, 

Grace  to  cleanse,  and  power  to  free; 

Blessed  Jesus, 

Let  us  early  turn  to  Thee. 

Early  let  us  seek  Thy  favor. 

Early  let  us  do  Thy  will  ; 

Blessed  Lord  and  only  Saviour, 

With  Thy  love  our  bosoms  fill  ; 
Blessed  Jesus, 

■  Thou  hast  loved  us,  love  us  still 
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1  (1+4)-  H.  M. 

Jesus,  my  great  High  Priest, 

Offer’d  His  blood  and  died  ; 

My  guilty  conscience  seeks 
No  sacrifice  beside. 

His  powerful  blood  did  once  atone, 

And  now  it  pleads  before  the  throne. 

To  this  dear  Surety’s  hand 
Will  I  commit  my  cause  ; 

He  answers  and  fulfills 
His  Father’s  broken  laws. 

Behold  my  soul  at  freedom  set ; 

My  Surety  paid  the  dreadful  debt. 

Should  all  the  hosts  of  death, 

And  powers  of  hell  unknown, 

Put  their  most  dreadful  forms 
Of  rage  and  mischief  on. 

I  shall  be  safe,  for  Christ  displays 

Superior  power  and  guardian  grace. 


2  (135).  S.  M. 

Not  all  the  blood  of  beasts, 

On  Jewish  altars  slain, 

Could  give  the  guilty  conscience 
peace, 

Or  wash  away  the  stain. 

But  Christ,  the  heavenly  Lamb, 
Takes  all  our  sins  away  ; 

A  sacrifice  of  nobler  name, 

And  richer  blood  than  they. 

My  faith  would  lay  her  hand 
On  that  dear  head  of  Thine, 

While  as  a  penitent  I  stand, 

And  there  confess  my  sin. 


E’en  death,  which  sets  the  prisoner 
free, 

Was  pang,  and  scoff,  and  scorn  to 
Thee ; 


FOURTH  QUARTER. 


Yet  love  through  all  Thy  torture 
glow’d. 

And  mercy  with  Thy  life-blood 
flow’d. 

Oh,  in  Thy  light  be  mine  to  go. 
Illuming  all  my  way  of  woe  ! 

And  give  me  ever  on  the  road 
To  trace  Thy  footsteps.  Son  of  God  ! 


6  (39°) •  e.  M. 

Walk  in  the  light !  so  shalt  thou 

know 

That  fellowship  of  love 
His  Spirit  only  can  bestow, 

Who  reigns  in  light  above. 

Walk  in  the  light !  and  thou  shalt 
own 

Thy  darkness  pass’d  away, 
Because  that  light  on  thee  hath 
shone 

In  which  is  perfect  day. 

Walk  in  the  light !  and  thine  shall  be 
A  path,  though  thorny,  bright  ; 
For  God,  by  grace,  shall  dwell  in 
thee. 

And  God  Himself  is  light. 

7  (62).  8s  &  7s. 

God  is  love;  His  mercy  brightens 

All  the  path  in  which  we  rove  ; 
Bliss  He  wakes  and  woe  He  lightens  ; 
God  is  wisdom,  God  is  love. 

Chance  and  change  are  busy  ever  ; 

Man  decays,  and  ages  move  ; 

But  His  mercy  waneth  neyer  ; 

God  is  wisdom,  God  is  love. 


Watch  !  ’ t  is  your  Lord's  command. 
And  while  we  speak  He’s  near; 
Mark  the  first  signal  of  His  hand. 
And  ready  all  appear. 


Oh,  happy  servant  he 
In  such  a  posture  found  ! 

He  shall  his  Lord  with  rapture  see, 
And  be  with  honor  crown’d. 


10  (160).  C.  M. 

Come,  let  us  join  our  cheerful  songs 
With  angels  round  the  throne  ; 
Ten  thousand  thousand  are  their 
tongues, 

But  all  their  joys  are  one. 

“  Worthy  the  Lamb  that  died,”  they 
cry, 

“  To  be  exalted  thus 
“  Worthy  the  Lamb,”  our  lips  reply, 
“  For  He  was  slain  for  us.” 

Jesus  is  worthy  to  receive 
Honor  and  power  divine  ; 

And  blessings  more  than  we  can  give. 
Be,  Lord,  for  ever  Thine. 


11  (59°) •  C.  M. 

Jerusalem  !  my  happy  home  ! 

Name  ever  dear  to  me  ! 

When  shall  my  labors  have  an  end. 
In  joy  and  peace  and  thee? 

When  shall  these  eyes  Thy  heaven- 
built  walls 

And  pearly  gates  behold  ? 

Thy  bulwarks  with  salvation  strong, 
And  streets  of  shining  gold  ? 

Oh,  when,  thou  city  of  my  God, 
Shall  I  thy  courts  ascend, 

Where  congregations  ne’er  break  up, 
And  Sabbaths  have  no  end  ? 

There  happier  bowers  than  Eden's 
bloom, 

Nor  sin  nor  sorrow  know  : 

Blest  seats  !  through  rude  and  stormy 
scenes 

I  onward  press  to  you. 

12  (275).  S.  M. 

The  Spirit  in  our  hearts, 

Is  whispering,  “  Sinners,  come  !  ” 
The  bride,  the  Church  of  Christ, 
proclaims 

To  all  His  children,  “  Come  !  ” 

Let  him  that  heareth  say 
To  all  about  him,  “  Come  !  ” 

Let  him  that  thirsts  for  righteousness. 
To  Christ  the  Fountain  come. 

Yes,  whosoever  will, 

Oh,  let  him  freely  come, 

And  freely  drink  the  stream  of  life ; 
'T  is  Jesus  bids  you  come. 

Lo  !  Jesus,  who  invites, 

Declares,  “  I  quickly  come  :  ” 
Lord,  even  so  !  we  wait  Thine  hour! 
O  blest  Redeemer,  come. 


13  (no).  C.  M. 

Joy  to  the  world !  the  Lord  has 
come  ! 

Let  earth  receive  her  King : 

Let  every  heart  prepare  Him  room, 
And  heaven  and  nature  sing. 

Joy  to  the  earth  !  the  Saviour  reigns! 

Let  men  their  songs  employ  ; 
While  fields  and  floods,  rocks,  hills, 
and  plains, 

Repeat  the  sounding  joy. 

No  more  let  sins  and  sorrows  grow, 
Nor  thorns  infest  the  ground  ; 

He  comes  to  make  His  blessings  flow 
Far  as  the  curse  is  found. 


3  (383).  C.  M. 

When  I  can  read  my  title  clear 
To  mansions  in  the  skies, 

1  bid  farewell  to  every  fear, 

And  wipe  my  weeping  eyes. 

Let  cares  like  a  wild  deluge  come, 
And  storms  of  sorrow  fall, 

May  I  but  safely  reach  my  home, 
My  God,  my  heaven,  my  all. 

There  shall  I  bathe  my  weary  soul 
In  seas  of  heavenly  rest  : 

And  not  a  wave  of  trouble  roll 
Across  my  peaceful  breast. 


4  (35i).  L.  M. 

So  let  our  lips  and  lives  express 
The  holy  gospel  we  profess  ; 

So  let  our  works  and  virtues  shine, 
To  prove  the  doctrine  all  divine  ! 

Thus  shall  we  best  proclaim  abroad 
The  honors  of  our  Saviour  God, 
When  the  salvation  reigns  within, 
And  grace  subdues  the  power  of  sin. 

Our  flesh  and  sense  must  be  denied. 
Passion  and  envy,  lust  and  pride  ; 
While  justice,  temperance,  truth  and 
love, 

Our  inward  piety  approve. 


5  (119)-  L.  M. 

Oh,  who  like  Thee  so  calm,  so 
bright, 

So  pure,  so  made  to  live  in  light? 
Oh,  who  like  Thee  did  ever  go 
So  patient  through  a  world  of  woe? 


Even  the  hour  that  darkest  seemeth, 
Will  His  changeless  goodness 
prove : 

From  the  gloom  His  brightness 
streameth, 

God  is  wisdom,  God  is  love. 

8  (159)-  C.  P.  M. 

Oh,  could  I  speak  the  matchless 
worth, 

Oh,  could  I  sound  the  glories  forth 
Which  in  my  Saviour  shine, 

I’d  soar  and  touch  the  heavenly 
strings. 

And  vie  with  Gabriel,  while  he  sings, 
In  notes  almost  divine. 

I’d  sing  the  precious  blood  He  spilt, 
My  ransom  from  the  dreadful  guilt 
Of  sin  and  wrath  divine; 

I’d  sing  His  glorious  righteousness, 

]  In  which  all-perfect  heavenly  dress 
My  soul  shall  ever  shine. 

I’d  sing  the  characters  He  bears, 

And  all  the  forms  of  love  He  wears, 
Exalted  on  His  throne  : 

In  loftiest  songs  of  sweetest  praise, 

I  would  to  everlasting  da}rs 
Make  all  His  glories  known. 


9  (449)-  S.  M. 

Ye  servants  of  the  Lord, 

Each  in  his  office  wait, 

Observant  of  His  heavenly  word, 
And  watchful  at  His  gate. 

Let  all  your  lamps  be  bright. 

And  trim  the  golden  flame  ; 

Gird  up  your  loins,  as  in  His  sight, 
For  awful  is  His  name. 


D IOTIO  1ST ARY  OF  PERSONS  AND  PLACES. 


Colossians. — Colossas  was  a  city  of  Phrygia, 
in  Asia  Minor.  Paul’s  letter  to  the  church 
there  was  occasioned  by  information  brought 
him  by  Epaphras,  who  probably  founded 
that  church,  that  the  people’s  faith  was  in 
danger  of  being  perverted  by  false  teaching. 
The  letter  may  be  divided  into  three  parts : 
I.  The  Apostle  refers  to  the  religious  condi¬ 
tion  of  t'he  Colossian  Church,  which  was 
good  in  general,  and  dwells  on  the  dignity 
•  and  offices  of  Christ,  and  his  own  anxious 
labors  in  the  Gospel  (i.-ii.  5).  II.  He  ex¬ 
poses  and  denounces  the  false  philosophy  of 
their  perverters  (ii.  6.--iii.  4).  III.  Practical 
application  and  closing  greetings  (iv.  6-19). 
This  church  was  composed  chiefly  of  Gen¬ 
tiles. 

Corinthians. — Corinth  was  situated  on  the 
isthmus  connecting  the  Peloponnesus  with 
the  mainland  of  Greece,  and  was  a  place  of 
great  traffic  both  by  land  and  sea.  Many 
Jews  settled  there  on  account  of  its  facilities 
for  commerce.  The  place  was  proverbial 
even  among  the  heathen  for  luxury  and  licen¬ 
tiousness.  Paul  introduced  Christianity  here 
(Acts  xviii.);  Apollos  came  afterward  and 
helped  on  the  cause.  The  new  life  amid 
so  much  surrounding  gross  heathenism,  had 
a  long  and  hard  conflict  with  inveterate  evils. 
Toward  the  close  of  Paul’s  stay  at  Ephesus 
he  wrote  the  First  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians, 
and  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year,  the 
Second,  from  some  place  in  Macedonia. 
These  two  letters  contain  much  of  Paul’s 
biography  and  show  us  his  character.  They 
show  also  the  internal  condition  of  one  of 
the  primitive  churches  which  consisted  chiefly 
of  converts  from  heathenism,  and  how  the 
great  principles  of  the  gospel  are  to  be  ap¬ 
plied  amid  such  circumstances. 

Ephesians. — Ephesus  was  the  capital  of  Pro¬ 
consular  Asia,  was  on  the  highway  of  travel 
from  Asia  to  Rome,  a  centre  of  extensive 
commerce,  and  a  resort  of  strangers  from  all 
parts.  Its  inhabitants  were  half  Oriental  in 
religion  and  character,  and  were  noted  for 
luxury  and  voluptuousness.  Paul,  aided  by 
Aquila,  Priscilla  and  Apollos,  had  great  suc¬ 
cess  in  his  ministry  here,  both  among  Jews 
and  Gentiles,  and  this  church  became  a  centre 
of  operations  for  the  surrounding  country. 
It  was  one  of  the  seven  addressed  in  Revela¬ 
tion.  The  first  half  of  Paul’s  letter  is  doc¬ 
trinal,  the  last  half  practical.  It  greatly  re¬ 
sembles  that  to  the  Colossians. 

Galatians. — Galatia  was  a  province  of  Asia 
Minor,  and  Paul’s  letter  seems  to  have  been 
an  encyclical  one  to  all  the  churches  therein, 
and  called  forth  by  their  rapid  lapse  into  the 
errors  of  Judaism,  propagated  by  some  un¬ 
principled,  self-seekmg  teachers.  It  is  much 
like  that  to  the  Romans  ;  it  may  be  divided 
into  three  parts :  in  the  first  of  which  the 


Apostle  defends  his  office,  assailed  by  the 
false  teachers ;  in  the  second,  establishes  the 
doctrine  of  justification  by  faith;  and  in  the 
third  warns  and  applies. 

Hebrews. — The  letter  bearing  this  name  is 
peculiar  in  not  having  a  distinct  address  and 
in  not  containing  the  author’s  name.  Who 
he  was  has  been  much  disputed  and  never 
certainly  settled.  It  is,  however,  undoubt¬ 
edly  a  part  of  the  sacred  Scriptures.  It 
shows  the  subordination  of  Judaism  to  Chris¬ 
tianity,  and  is  taken  up  with  showing  the  re¬ 
lation  of  the  Jewish  types  to  their  Christian 
anti-types.  The  first  ten  chapters  are  argu¬ 
mentative  and  doctrinal,  the  rest  hortative 
and  practical. 

James. — The  author  of  the  letter  thus  named 
was  “the  Lord’s  brother,”  surnamed  the 
Just,  and  president  of  the  church  at  Jerusa¬ 
lem.  He  appears  to  have  been  a  strict  ob¬ 
server  of  the  law,  both  moral  and  ceremonial. 
His  letter  is  addressed  to  Jews,  setting  forth, 
plainly  and  practically,  true  consistent  Chris¬ 
tian  character. 

John. — One  Gospel,  three  Epistles,  and  the 
book  of  Revelation  were  written  by  this  son 
of  Zebedee,  one  of  the  “  sons  of  thunder,” 
one  of  the  Lord’s  intimate  circle  of  friends, 
called  “  the  beloved  disciple.”  He  was  the 
Apostle  of  love,  and  lived  until  very  near 
the  close  of  the  first  century.  His  first  letter 
belongs  to  the  “general”  epistles,  having  no 
special  address  ;  the  other  two  are  addressed 
to  individuals. 

Laodicea. — A  large  and  wealthy  city,  about 
forty  miles  east  of  Ephesus.  It  is  now  de¬ 
serted,  and  its  site  covered  with  ruins.  Many 
of  its  inhabitants  were  Jews.  A  General 
Church  Council  was  held  there  in  the  fourth 
century. 

Paul. — Originally  called  Saul.  A  native  of 
Tarsus  in  Cilicia,  in  Asia  Minor.  Educated 
there  and  at  Jerusalem.  For  his  conversion, 
and  much  of  his  history  see  Acts  of  the 
Apostles,  and  his  own  thirteen  epistles. 
There  we  read  of  three  different  missionary 
tours  of  this  unceasing  laborer  for  the  world’s 
conversion.  He  was  twice  imprisoned  at 
Rome,  and  suffered  martyrdom  there,  by  de¬ 
capitation,  in  the  reign  of  Nero. 

Pergamos. — A  large  city  of  Asia  Minor,  north 
of  the  river  Caicus,  and  not  far  from  the  sea 
coast.  There  used  to  be  a  library  there  of 
not  less  than  200,000  volumes,  afterwards 
removed  to  Egypt.  The  place  still  exists, 
has  about  14,000  of  a  population,  made  up 
of  Armenians,  Greeks  and  Turks. 

Peter. — Originally  named  Simeon  or  Simon. 
A  native  of  Bethsalda,  on  the  N.  W.  coast 
of  the  Sea  of  Galilee  ;  son  of  Jonas.  A 
fisherman  living  with  his  family  at  Caper¬ 
naum.  Called  to  be  an  Apostle,  and  taken 
into  our  Lord’s  inner  circle  of  friends,  with 
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James  and  John.  The  Apostle  of  the  Jews 
as  Paul  was  of  the  Gentiles,  yet  he  by  whom 
first  the  gospel  was  preached  to  the  Gentiles. 
Put  to  death  during  Nero’s  persecutions, 
probably  about  64  or  65  A.  D.  His  epistles 
belong  to  the  class  called  “general.” 

Philadelphia. — A  city  of  Lydia,  in  Asia 
Minor,  twenty-five  miles  south-east  of  Sardis. 
Called  from  its  founder,  Philadelphus.  There 
are  now  about  12,000  souls  in  the  place, 
including  a  number  of  Greek  Christians  with 
bishop,  clergy  and  churches. 

Philippians. — Philippi  was  in  Macedonia,  and 
called  from  its  founder,  Philip  of  Macedon  ; 
afterward  made  a  Roman  colony.  The 
first  place  in  Europe  where  the  gospel  was 
preached  by  Paul.  The  church  here  appears 
to  have  been  one  of  the  purest  of  that  age. 
Paul’s  letter  to  them  is  full  of  joyful  com¬ 
mendation.  The  church  here  flourished 
long  after  apostolic  days,  and  is  mentioned 
by  Tertullian  among  the  most  eminent 
churches  which  preserved  the  apostolic 
letters. 

Revelation. — This  book  is  called  also  by  the 
Greek  name  Apocalypse,  of  which  word 
“  revelation  ”  is  a  translation.  The  first  verse 
indicates  the  scope  of  the  book.  The  things 
revealed  were  shown  first  to  tire  Apostle  John 
when  he  was  in  the  isle  of  Patmos,  in  the 
Higean  Sea,  banished,  it  is  supposed,  by  the 
Emperor  Domitian,  A.  D.  94  or  95.  After 
the  messages  to  the  seven  churches,  a  succes¬ 
sion  of  prophetic  visions  occurs,  in  which 
symbolic  representations  abound.  There  is 
much  diversity  of  opinion  respecting  the  par¬ 
ticular  application  of  these  prophecies;  and 
they  will,  likely,  be  fully  understood  only  by 
their  fulfillment.  There  is,  however,  much 
practical  instruction  to  be  derived  from  a  rev¬ 
erent  study  of  this  book. 

Romans. — This  epistle  is  addressed  to  Chris¬ 
tians  residing  in  the  metropolis  of  that  great 
empire  which,  in  the  Apostles’  day,  ruled 
the  then  known  world.  It  contains  probably 
a  fuller  exhibition  of  the  truths  of  the  Gospel 
than  any  other  single  book  of  the  Bible.  The 
Church  at  Rome  was  composed  of  both  Jews 
and  Gentiles.  Its  origin  may  perhaps  be 
traced  in  Acts  iii.  10.  When  this  epistle  was 
written,  the  piety  of  this  church  was  a  matter 
of  widespread  knowledge  and  great  joy  to 


Paul  (Ch.  i.  8).  After  the  introduction,  the 
first  eleven  chapters  are  doctrinal,  showing  the 
natural  condition  of  all  mankind,  God’s  pro¬ 
vision  for  man’s  redemption,  and  the  tempor¬ 
ary  rejection  of  the  Jews  as  an  act  of  righteous 
judgment,  involving  also  a  merciful  provi¬ 
dence  ;  then  several  chapters  of  practical  ex¬ 
hortation,  concluding  with  salutations  to  in¬ 
dividuals  mentioned  by  name.  Justification 
by  faith  is  the  leading  idea  of  this  epistle,  as 
in  that  to  the  Galatians. 

Sardis. — Capital  of  ancient  Lydia ;  like  Cor¬ 
inth  and  Ephesus,  noted  in  Paul’s  day  for 
wealth  and  voluptuousness.  It  is  now  a 
miserable  village  called  Sart. 

Smyrna. — A  rich  and  powerful  city,  40  miles 
north-west  of  Ephesus,  inhabited  by  many 
Jews.  The  church  there  is  the  only  one  of 
the  seven  that  is  praised  without  any  ex¬ 
pressed  censure.  It  is  still  a  prosperous 
commercial  city,  with  a  population  of  150,- 
000.  The  Mohammedans  call  it  “  Infidel 
Smyrna.”  Missionary  operations  are  now 
carried  on  there,  and  there  is  a  Protestant 
Christian  church  in  the  place. 

Timothy. — See  Acts  xvi.  1;  xiv.  6;  2  Tim. 
i.  5;  iii.  15.  A  companion  of  Paul  in  his 
missionary  tours,  a  sharer  with  him  in  im¬ 
prisonment  at  Rome,  and  afterwards  bishop 
or  overseer  of  the  church  at  Ephesus.  Paul’s 
letters  to  him  and  Titus  are  called  “  Pastoral 
Epistles,”  because  they  give  instructions  how 
to  feed  the  flock  of  God,  how  to  order  things 
in  the  church. 

Titus. — A  Greek  Christian,  companion  and 
fellow-laborer  with  Paul,  later  established  over 
the  churches  of  Crete,  at  which  time  he  re¬ 
ceived  from  Paul  the  letter  bearing  his  name. 

Thessalonians. — Thessalonica  was  a  city  in 
Macedonia,  anciently  called  Therma,  and 
now  called  Saloniki,  and  the  second  city  in 
European  Turkey.  Paul’s  letters  to  them  are 
the  earliest  writings  of  his  that  have  come 
down  to  us.  They  are  more  elementary 
than  any  of  the  others. 

Thyatira. — A  Macedonian  colony  in  Lydia, 
situated  between  Sardis  and  Pergamos.  It 
was  celebrated  for  a  purple  dye,  and  the  art 
is  still  in  vogue  there.  Lydia,  spoken  of  in 
Acts  xvi.  14,  was  from  this  place.  It  is  now 
called  Ak-hissar,  and  is  a  poor  town,  inhab¬ 
ited  by  6000  Turks. 
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